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PREFACE. 



It is with feelings of deep humility, that 
the Compiler of the present little work 
presents it to the Public; and she has 
been solely induced so to do, in the hope 
of being useful to those Christian mo- 
thers, whose great delight it is to train 
up their little ones in the paths of Chris- 
tian knowledge. She has frequently 
heard such mothers complain of the 
want of books proper to be placed in 
the hands of their children on that day 
more particularly dedicated to religious 
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instruction; and it thence occurred to 
her, that a short and compendious ac- 
count of the two great Sacraments, in 
the first place, and afterwards, of the 
other rites and ceremonies of our be- 
loved and venerable Church, might be 
an acceptable assistant in their pious 
labours. The only merit to which the 
Compiler can lay claim is, the having 
selected with care the account she gives 
from the best authorities, a task which 
has been rendered more easy by the in- 
valuable labours of Bishop Mant. In- 
deed, it may be thought that his work 
renders every other attempt of the kind 
unnecessary; and the Compiler would 
have fully acquiesced in that idea, had 
she not felt aware that the unavoidable 

I 
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price of his excellent Prayer Book must 
prevent its being so universally circu- 
lated as it deserves to be, and also that 
the sight of a ponderous quarto is fre- 
quently alarming to the very youthful 
student. 

The Authoress is well aware it may 
be objected to her, that her dialogue is 
extremely inartificial ; and this she wil- 
lingly concedes; but many doubts having 
arisen in her own mind as to the wisdom 
of uniting amusement with information 
of a higher nature, and as to whether 
those books called religious novels are 
calculated to do all the good proposed 
by their pious and well-meaning authors, 
she has studiously avoided, therefore, 
giving to her Conversations a dramatic 
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form, or interweaving anything like a 
domestic story with the instruction she 
was desirous of conveying. Her motive 
for selecting the form of dialogue was, 
that she thought she could bring for- 
ward the common objections so fre- 
quently urged against our excellent 
Liturgy, in a more easy and familiar 
manner, by placing them in the mouths 
ofyoung persons, who might naturally 
appearto wish for information upon such 
subjects, without objecting themselves 
to what they are not expected to un- 
derstand. And she also flatters herself, 
that she might thus render it more inte- 
resting to youthful readers, than by en- 
tering into long dissertations upon what 
they are too apt to consider dry sub- 
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jects. She will make no farther apolo- 
gieB for her little work, but humbly offer 
it to the Public, in the hope that the 
young may find some information upon 
the most important subjects rendered 
not wholly uninteresting to them ; and 
that the pious mother may find it a use- 
ful assistant in her endeavours to inspire 
her children with love and admiration 
for our venerable Church, whose offices 
the more they are examined into, t^e 
more they will be found perfectly suited 
to the various occasions for which they 
are intended, and admirably calculated 
for the wants and vnshes of all sorts and 
conditions of men. 
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CONVERSATION I. 



ON BAPTISM. 



MRS, VERNON LOUISA BIARV. 

(r Mas. V. — My dear Louisa, you have 
now been for some time busily preparing 
yourself for that most interesting and 
important rJte of our Church, you must 
know I mean Confirmation ; and though 
my Mary must wait a year before she 
can share the important privilege, yet I 
trust, my love, you will give your ut- 
most attention to the studies to which it 
is absolutely necessary for your sister 
now to devote herself, as she must very 

I soon be ready- to answer all the questions 
which Mr. Beverley will put to her; 
- 
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^jid I.own it would grieve ixie much if 
inyn^ear girl (who gives me such satis- 
fftctionvin all her other studies) should be 
Soxmd deficient in the only true know- 
ledge* I am well aware that when I 
^^xamine you, and ask you questions, 
^yoMr answers are everything I could 
; wisji; but I fear your timidity may make 
you hesitate when Mr. Beverley talks to 

I^uisA. — ^^Wel], deaj Mama, all I can 
{promise is to do my best; and Mr, Bey,er- 
l^y's ooanner is so kind and encouraging, 
that I hope I $hall not be vety much 
afraid* Nothing, however, will give me 
so much confidence as the persuasion 
that I really understand . the important 
sul^^t; and though I have endeavoured 
to giyip-my whole mind as much as pos- 
sit^k to the Catechisms and the different 
explanations of. them which I have 
l^rnodj yet the yexy act of getting 
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tbem by heart makes it almoet more an 
effort bf the memory tlmn of the undar- 
standing; and I think if you, dear Mama, 
trould kindly explain to us the nature of 
the two great Sacraments^ and alao the 
rite of Confirmation, in the same manner 
> m which you have been accustomed to 
instruct us in various other things, I 
mean by repeating to us in your own 
easy manner, the information you have 
yourself acquired by extensive- reading, 
atid allow us to interrupt you by ques-* 
tions when we do not clearly understand 
what has been said ; I am sure, if you 
will so far indulge us, it will do us more 
I'esiV good than all the learning by heart 
in the world. 

Mrs. V. — My dear Louisa, didJ not 
k!now that you had learned most per- 
fectly everything I wished you to commit 
to memory, I should think your present 
ji^roposal a little plan to escape your task, 

B 2 
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You must not, my dear, treat too lightly 
the habit of learning; by heart; for 
though I agree with you that it is too 
often the mere act of a parrot ; yet no 
reflecting girl, arrived at your age, would 
so consider it, particularly on so awful 
and important a subject, as the acquire- 
ment of a proper knowledge of our holy 
religion. However, my love, I did not 
wish to distress you, for I know you 
spoke in mere thoughtlessness, and in 
order strongly to enforce your request, 
which I will immediately hasten to com- 
ply with, as I agree with you in think- 
ing it may impress upon your memory 
the great truths you have been learning, 
and will also be a good preparation for 
my Mary's similar studies. 

You will have observed, my children, 
that in most editions of the Book of Com- 
mon Prayer, the office of the Holy Com- 
munion, or Supper of the Lord, is placed 
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alone, and generally between the. Gos^ 
pels and Epistles for the various Snn-^ 
days, and the Psalms ; while the Sacra* 
ment of Baptism precedes the other rites 
and ceremonies of the Church, at the 
end of the book. Now the reason for 
this is, that in the earlier times of church 
discipline, the Holy Communion was 
daily administci^ed ; and, as you well 
know, a part of the office is still used 
every Sunday. It was therefore, pro* 
bably, thought more convenient to blend 
it, as it were, with the regular Church 
Service ; while Baptism, being of moi^ 
rare occurrence, was placed with the 
other occasional services. But it will be 
more for our present purpose to consider 
the . Sacrament of Baptism first, and tbsil 
to proceed, by the rite of ConfirmatioD, 
in the order prescribed by our Ghuroh^ 
to entitle ourselves to approach, clothed 
in the wedding garment, the Table of 
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our Lord. Baptism, as being the first 
good office which can be done for us after 
our birth, is evidently and properly placed 
first in order. 

The ceremony or rite of Baptism is of 
very ancient origin, and may be traced 
to very early ages of heathenism. Water, 
which is the matter of it, has so natural 
a property of cleansing, that it has been 
made the symbol of purification by all 
nations and in all ages, and used in that 
signification in the rites of all religions. 

The heathens had various ceremonies 
of this nature, in order to expiate their 
sins; and amongst the Jews, it was the 
only ceremony by which they purified 
those heathen women who were taken 
in marriage by Jewish husbands. Our 
blessed Lord dignified the plain, easy, 
and well-known rite, by adopting It as 
the Sacrament of admission into the 
Christian Church. It is impossible that 



Conv, 1. ON BAPTISM. 7 

any symbol can better re{>resent that re- 
generationor new birth whichour Saviour 
requires of us before we can become Chris- 
tians, than the washing with water, inas^ 
much as it is the first office performed for 
us» after our natural birth. The Jews used 
this phraae in the same signification when 
they baptized their proselytes; and there- 
foi^ our Lord, when he spok^ of the ne- 
cessity of being regenerated, or born 
again, to Nicodemus, was astonished tha^ 
he^ who '^ was a Master in Israel^" should 
not understand him. I trust, my chil- 
dren, you perfectly understand this sym- 
bol of outward washing, to mean the puri- 
fying and renewing of our souls by the 
Holy Ghost;. and no type of the Hoty 
Spirit can be more proper than th^ of 
water. Fetch your Bible, my Mary, and 
read some texts which I will point out 
to you, where you will find the blessed 
Spirit compared to this pure element, .. 
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Marv, — I am ready, Mama. 

Mrs. v.— Well, then, look for the 
forty-fourth chapter of Isaiah, third 
verse. 

Marv (reads). — " For I will pour 
water upon him that is thirsty, and floods 
upon the dry ground : I will pour my 
Spirit upon thy seed." 

Mrs. V. — Now the fourth of Johu, 
part of the fourteenth verse ; and seveuth 
of John, thirty-eighth and thirty-ninth 
verses. 

Mary (reads). — " But whosoever shall 
drink of the water that I shall give hiin, 
shall never thirst He that believeth on 
me, out of his belly shall flow rivers of 
living water. But this spake he of the 
Spirit, which they who believed on him, 
should receive: for as yet the Holy Ghost 
was not given." 

Mrs. y. — As to the form of Baptism, 
our Saviour only instituted the essential 



i 



Cody. 1. OK BAPTISM. 9 

part of it ; namely, that it should be per- 
formed by a proper minister, with water, 
and in the name of the Father, and of 
the Son, and of the Holy Ghost- But 
as to the more minute circumstances of 
the administration, he left them to be 
determined by the Apostles and the 
Church. There is no doubt a form c(f 
Baptism was very early agreed upon; to 
which the Church of Rome made many 
superfluous additions, but the wisdom of 
the reformers of the Church of England 
once more restored this office to a very 
near resemblance to the ancient model $ 
and as we now possess it, nothing can be 
more beautiful or affecting. 

The Prayer Book contains three of? 
fices, — the first, a public one, for healthy 
children ; secondly, there is a short office^ 
by which weak and delicate babes may 
be ingrafted into the body of Christ, in 
private; and the third office is for those 
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of riper years, who are converted tronl 
being Jews, infidels of every description, 
or even for any sectarian who wishes to 
becomeamember of the Church of Eng- 
land, and is not satisfied that he has been 
properly baptized. As the first of these 
is in the most common use, I shall prin- 
cipally confine myself to giving you a 
description of it. 

Louisa. — But, Mama, have not many. 
people doubted of the efficacy of Infant 
Baptism ? 

Mrs. V. — They have, my dear; but as 
you have ever been tiained up to love 
and to respect all the institutions of our 
venerable Church, I shall not enter at 
large into the often-discussed subject, 
but merely lay before you a few of the 
many arguments in favour of Infant 
Baptism, that if at any time you should 
hear the doctrine attacked, you may, 
with humility, be able " to give a reason 
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of the hope that is in you." I shall first 
remark, that as Baptism was appointed 
to the same end as Circumcision, and was 
to supersede it, it is reasonable to sup* 
pose that it should be administered to 
persons of the same description ; nor can 
we suppose that the merciful God, who 
graciously received the Jewish infant 
into the pale of his then Church at eight 
days old, would refuse to admit the 
Christian babe into his fold, as soon as 
its little strength enables it to be pre^* 
sented in the Temple. The ceremony 
of Baptism appears to have been in con* 
stant use amongst the Jews; female 
childten were baptised only; the males 
were both baptized and circumcised. 
This, therefore, being their constant 
practice, it was not necessary for our 
Saviour to .mention children in his com- 
mission par/icu/^r/y, it is enough that 
he does not except them ; and when he 
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bids his Apostles to " go and teach all 
nations, baptizing them, &c.," it is a suf- 
ficient proof that he intended no altera- 
tion in the objects of the rite, but only to 
exalt the Sacrament of Baptism to a no- 
bler purpose, and more extensive use. 
For as the commission is given in the 
fewest possible words, and with no par- 
ticular direction as to what they were 
to do with the infants of their converts, 
the inference is clear that they were to 
pursue in that matter the same course 
as that which the Church to which 
they had belonged had been accustomed 
to do. 

If we consult the ancient, Fathers of 
the Church, those who lived nearest to 
the apostolic times, and were the best 
judges as to what was the practice of the 
very first ages of Christianity, we shall 
find them universally in favour of Infant 
Baptism. They could tell whether they 
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and their fathers were baptized in their 
infancy or not ; or whether the apostles 
advised the rite to be postponed till they 
were arrived at maturity ; and yet they 
all, by implication, or directly, approve 
of Infant Baptism. Justin Martyr affirms 
that baptism is to us instead of circum- 
cision ; consequently, ought to be admi- 
nistered to the same kind of persons. 
TertuUian, a few years later, speaks of 
Infant Baptism as the general practice 
of his time. In the next century, Origen, 
in several places, expressly assures us it 
was the general usage of the Church; 
and lastly, about the year 250, (whiclt 
was but 150 years after the apostles,) St. 
Cyprian, with fifty-six bishops in coun^ 
cil, unanimously declared that '^noilf 
were to be hindered of baptism and tb^ ] 
grace of God ; which rule," says he, "ai 
it holds for ally so we think it more espe* 
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dally to be observed in reference to'l 
fiints and persons newly bom/* 

Louisa. — ^Thank you, Mama. Aftie 
this I think no one can doubt ; as th^e 
good men, some of whom must almost 
have remembered the apostles, would 
never have ventured to maintain an d|>i- 
nion at variance with their known doc- 
trine and practice. 

Mary. — I agree with Louisa, that 
these arguments are quite sufficient to 
convince the understanding ; but I think, 
dear Mama, you cannot have forgotten 
one other circumstance, which may be 
brought as an additional proof, and which 
cannot fail to affect the hardest heart— ^ 
I mean when our blessed Lord rebuked 
his disciples for endeavouring to prevent 
Children from coming to him, wheti he 
took the dear little things np in his arms, 
(Stiid blessed them. 
' Mrs. V. — No, my love, I had not for- 
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gotten this most touching argument ; and 
I hope no Christian mother will ever 
forget this gracious condescension of the 
Great Shepherd of our souls, who thus 
tenderly received the Iambs of the flock 
jqto his fold. And we may venture to 
conclude from this act, that he will re- 
ceive all infants who are brought to him 
in faith, to the end of the world. His 
own gracious words are, "Suffer little 
children to come unto me, for of such are 
J^he. kingdom of heaven." Since then 
^^t^ey are capable of inheriting the king* 
,fJom of heaven, though conceived ^a^ 
bom in sin ; this can only be, by the nffff 
a94 second birth of water and of 
l^qfy Ghost, which is in other wp 
J^ptism. Thus, though the anci 
Jphurch was universally agreed in adoiji 
ting infants to th^ sacrament of baptism, 
yet in various parts of the Christian 
^prid they varied in the timd and mode 
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of administering the rite. In the west- 
em Church it was administered but twice 
in the year ; at Easter, and at Whitsun- 
tide; at Easter, in remembrance of 
Christ's resurrection, of which baptisnl is 
a figure; and at Whitsuntide, in remem- 
brance of the 3,000 souls which were 
baptized by the apostles at that time, as 
the first-fruits of the Christian Church; 
while in the eastern Church, the feast 
of the Epiphany was added to the other 
two, as a fit time to administer this sacra* 
ment, in memory of our Lord, who was 
supposed to have been baptized on that 
day. But about the 9th century, the 
times for solemn baptism were enlarged 
^ven in the Latin Church, from a sense 
of the propriety, or rather necessity of 
such a measure. The wise Reformers of 
our liturgy have followed the same 
course, and have very prudently ordered 
that the people should be advised to 
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bring their children to Church for bap* 
tism upon Sundays and holy days, and 
this at all periods of the year. Sundays 
and lioly days are particularly mentioned, 
as al^rgejr congregation is then assembled, 
who may be witnesses of the reception 
of th^se babes into the Church, and may 
thereby receive benefit, by refreshing 
their memories with a recital of those 
sacred engagements which they them- 
selves formerly made. 

Louisa.— But, Mama, it is very seldom 
that we now hear the Sacrament of bap* 
tism administered, during the regular 
Church Service. 

Mrs. v.— No, my dear, the custom 
has, in a; great degree fallen into disuse, 
w;ith. many of the other wise and excel- 
lent rules and directions of the Reformers; 
I have occasionally met with the practice 
in country churches, and have always? 
listened with peculiar pleasure to the 
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B^ublime and affecting service. However, 
the large size of many parishes, and the 
vast increase of population, pleads in very 
many instances a sufficient excuse for the 
breach of this good old custom. There 
is, however, another violation of the an- 
cient discipline of our Church, which 
pride, fashion, and false-refinement have 
endeavoured to introduce, for which tio 
rational apology can be made — I mean 
Private Baptism, or, I should rather say, 
Public Baptism in private houses ; though 
really the thing itself is so contrary to 
the intention of the Sacrament, that I 
can find no term to designate it, which 
does not involve a contradiction. If the 
infant is in any danger, before it can be 
brought to Church, there is a regular 
office of Private Baptism, to be used in 
Such cases, where the essential part of 
the Sacrament may be immediately adr 
ministered; but that very service defers 
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the performance of the rest of the solem- 
nity till the child can be brought to 
Church. But, surely, in the case of a 
healthy child there can be no reason why 
it should not be presented and dedicated 
to God in the house built to the honour 
of his name, in a reasonable time after its 
birth. It is to be feared that to the 
pride, vanity, and luxury of the parents, 
we must look for an answer, who think 
more of the pomp and splendour of the 
outward ceremony, than of the spiritual 
meaning. But such persons ought to 
consider, how contrary to reason and the 
plain design of the institution of the Sa- 
crament this custom is. For what is the 
end of the sacred ordinance but to initi- 
ate the person into the Church of Christ, 
and to entitle him to the privileges of it? 
Where can the previous profession before 
such admission be so properly made, 
where the stipulation given, where the 

c? 
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promises to undertake the duties of Chris- 
tianity, so properly uttered, as in the 
house of God, and in the presence of the 
congregation? The ordinance is certainly 
public : public in the nature and end of 
it; and therefore surely ought to be 
public in its celebration. Besides, in a 
private house, the very words of one of 
the addresses become absurd. The priest 
cannot with truth say to the godfathers 
and godmothers, ^^ you have brought this 
child hither to be baptized," when the 
fact is, that he has been brought there to 
baptize it ; and yet he has no power or 
.authority to alter the form. 

Mary. — But, Mama, in the early ages 
. of Christianity, they did not baptize in 
Churches ? 

Mrs. V. — No, my love, and for this 

self-evident reason, that while the faith- 

iiful were under a state of persecution, 

V^re was no settled place for administer- 
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ing the rite of baptism; and also» asiii 
the warm climates of the East the Sacnf- 
ment was administered by immeraionf it 
was necessary it should be performed in 
a place adjacent to ponds or rivers. Thus 
Philip baptized the Treasurer of Queen 
Candace in a watery place, which they 
accidentally n^et with on the road. Yqu 
must also remember, that the watchful 
cruelty of their enemies obliged the early 
t^hrrstians to perform all religious acts 
with as much privacy as possible.. But 
when the blessed Dove of Peace at 
length hovered over the Christian Cburcb, 
and men dared openly avow their de*- 
votion to God and to his Christ, as soon 
as churches began to be dedicated to the 
service of God, a baptistry, or place to 
baptize persons in, was joined to the 
Church, and from that time the fathers 
and rulers of the Church began vehe- 
mently to oppose baptism in private 
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houses. Justinian the younger expresses 
himself thus strongly, in one . of his 
canons : " Let not baptism be celebrated 
in any oratory within a private house ; 
but they who would partake of an un^ 
defiled baptism, let them go to the pubKc 
churches, and there let them enjoy that 
gift. But if it shall be proved against 
any one that he has transgressed against 
this ordinance, if he be a clergyman, let 
hfm be deposed ; and if he be a laymarf, 
letliim be excommunicated." Now, my 
deat children, though we cannot but 
thank God that we were not born in 
times when the Church thus thundered 
forth threats and excommunications 
agattist any who disobeyed her com- 
mands, let us be Very careful to submit 
with humility to the mild injunctions 
of our truly reformed Church. 

Louisa. — I suppose the font in time 
superseded the use of the baptistries. 
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Mrs. V. — It did so. These fonts, or 
fountains of baptism, as they are called 
in old offices, at first were set at some 
distance from the Church, afterwards they 
were placed in the Church porch ; and 
this significantly, because baptism is the 
entrance into the spiritual Church, as the 
porch is to the temple. At length, for 
greater convenience, they were brought 
within the Church; but it was not every 
church thus honoured; for some time 
they were confined to the city Church, 
where a bishop resided, which was thence 
called the Mother Church, because it gave 
spiritual birth by baptism. Finally, aa 
population increased, all parish churches 
were permitted to have a font ; and 
wheresoever they were placed, they were 
held in great veneration. The Rubric 
directs that at the time of celebration. , 
the font shall be filled with pure waten- 
Water is the element appointed by 
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Saviour as essential ; without which the 
Sacrament cannot be administered ; and 
it ought to be pure, both in regard to de- 
cency, and to the spiritual signification of 
it, as appointed to wash away sin. 

Louisa. — Mama, will yon now tell 
us something of the duties of godfathers 
and godmothers, as I am so soon going 
to release mine from any obligations they 
may have incurred on my account. 

Mrs. V. — The Rubric directs that 
every male child to be baptized shall 
have two godfathers and one godmotlier; 
and every female child, one godfather 
and two godmothers. It is not exactly 
known how .long the Church has fixed 
the number of these sureties; but by an 
ordinance of Edmund, Archbishop of 
Canterbury, in the year 1236, and in a 
synod held at Worcester four years after- 
wards, it appears that the same provision 
was made which our Rubric at present 
requires. 
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The custom of appointing these sme^ 
ties in the Christian Church was derived} 
as well as the rite itself, from the itms ; 
and this so very eariy, that it is not 
easy to fix the time of its beginnings 
Some of the most ancient Fathers miike 
allusion to the practice, which conthuied 
without scruple or inteiruption through 
successive ages; till the AnabaptistGl, and 
other puritans of late years, raised samt 
idle clamours against it. 

If we look into the history of all na*- 
tions, we shall find, that whenever an inl- 
fant is required to enter into any secular 
engagement, the laws have allowed them 
guardians to contract for them. For xiv- 
stance, if a king is crowned in his ioh 
fancy, some regent, or council appointed 
to represent him, take the usual oaths ^ . 
and guardians repeatedly enter into con- 
tracts for their minors, which contracts 
the minors are bound by the laws to fulfil; 
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Saviour as essential ; without which the 
Sacrament cannot he administered ; and 
it ought to be pure, both in regard to de- 
cency/, and to the spiritual signification of 
it, as appointed to wash away sin. 

Louisa. — Mama, will you now tell 
us something of the duties of godfathers 
and godmothers, as I am so soon going 
to release mine from any obligations they 
may have incurred on my account. 

Mrs. V. — The Rubric directs that 
every male child to be baptized shall 
have two godfathers and one godmother ; 
and every female child, one godfather 
and two godmothers. It is not exactly 
known how^long the Church has fixed 
the number of these sureties; but by aa 
ordinance of Edmund, Archbishop of 
Canterbury, in the year 1236, and in a 
synod held at Worcester four years after- 
wards, it appears that the same provision 
was made which our Rubric at present 
requires. 
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The custom of appointing these sme'" 
ties in the Christian Church was derivecf, 
as well as the rite itself, from the Jews ; 
and this so very early, that it is not 
easy to fix the time of its beginning; 
Some of the most ancient Fathers m^ke 
allusion to the practice, which continued 
without scruple or interruption through 
successive ages; till the Anabaptistei, and 
other puritans of late years, raised scone 
idle clamours against it. 

If we look into the history of all na^ 
tionS) we shall find, that whenever an inf- 
fant is required to enter into any aecul^ 
engagement, the laws have allowed them 
guardians to contract for them. For inf- 
stance, if a king is crowned in his in- 
fancy, some regent, or council appointed 
to represent him, take the usual oaths ^. 
and guardians repeatedly enter into con- 
tracts for their minors, which contracts 
the minors are bound by the laws to fulfih 
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Surely this being the case in worldly 
matters, it canliot be thought unreasonable 
of the Church, to allow to infants spiri- 
tual guardians, to promise those things in 
their name, without which they cannot 
come to salvation. 

Mary. — How do you account, Mama, 
for the variety of names sometimes given 
to these sponsors ? , 

Mrs. V. — They are sometimes called 
sureties^ because they give " security' to 
the Church that the child shall not apos- 
tatize ; and they are called godfathers and 
godmothers, because baptism represents 
the new birth, and gives to the infant new 
and spiritual relations. It is the duty of 
godfathers and godmothers not only to 
answer for the child at the font, but to 
assist the parents in the great work of 
Christian education ; and, in case of their 
death, to take it more particularly on 
themselves. They ought, therefore, to 
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have a watchful eye over their charge ; to 
embrace every opportunity of giving them 
good advice, and of encouraging them in 
well-doing. And this care ought not to 
cease till the children are dither confirmed, 
or have received the Sacrament of the 
Supper of our Lord, and thereby, in a so- 
lemn manner, have taken upon themselves 
the baptismal covenant. It is most evi- 
dent, that the office of sponsors of this na- 
ture is a very useful institution. For, 
though it is, indeed, incumbent upon all 
parents, both by nature and religion, to 
bring up their children virtuously, yet 
it is an excellent security to the Church, 
that several Christian men. and women 
have taken it upon themselves to see that 
each child is properly instructed in the 
Christian faith ; so anxious is our excel- 
lent Church to make every provision in her 
power that her children shall be brought 
up in the nurture and admonition of the 
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Lord. And parents ought seriously to 
consider how important it is to procure 
proper persons for this office, — such as are 
truly pious ; sucli as have a deep sense of 
their duty, and are zealous for the pro- 
motion of God's glory, and the salvation 
of souls. 

Having now, my dear girls, brought, 
if I may so express myself, the babe to 
the font, properly attended, and provided 
with sponsors, I will proceed to give you 
as summary an account of the service of 
baptism as the subject will admit of. 

And first, the priest shall inquire whe- 
ther the child, now presented, has ever 
been before baptized or not, lest he should 
unawares baptize a child, which bad been 
previously christened, which is contrary 
both to the word of God, and to the an- 
cient practice of the Church. For though 
several persons are recorded in Scripture 
as being baptized, there is no instance of 
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such rite being repeated; though the 
order is express, that the other Sacrament 
pf our Lord's Supper is to be often re- 
ceived. As it is the initiatory rite by 
which we are admitted into our holy reli- 
gion, it ought not to be repeated, since we 
can only once become members of that re- 
ligion ; and to repeat it frequently would 
be a manifest contempt of the apostolic 
doctrine, " One Lord, one faith, one bap- 
tism," If the minister be answered, that 
the child has not been baptized, he then 
begins the solemnity with an exhortation 
to prayer ; for as there is to be a mutual 
covenant between God and man, when 
we consider the vast disproportion be- 
tween the parties, surely it is but reason 
able, that the whole solemnity should be- 
gin with an humble address to God. The 
aimof our Holy Church being to make all 
her services reasonable, that in the words 
of Scripture, we may all join in her offi- 
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ces, " not only with the spirit, but with 
the understanding also;" she has been 
careful to put them not only into a known 
tongue, but also to instruct us in the na- 
ture of them ; thus making her book of 
common prayer a sum of divinity. — 
" Dearly beloved, forasmuch as all'men 
are conceived, and born in sin." The 
Church here assigns the argument, why 
we should pray for the child. And 
though the doctrine of original sin has 
been arrogantly denied by the old Pela- 
gians, and revived by the Socinian and 
Anabaptist, yet is it affirmed in Scripture, 
and believed both by the Jews and all ortho- 
dox Christians. Indeed, my dear girls, no 
one who has watched human nature from 
its earliest dawn, can, for a moment, doubt 
the truth of the doctrine ; and let us all 
candidly look within, and then say, whe- 
ther we do not see a thousand instances, 
in which we have acted against our con- 
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viction, against our reason, and against 
our best resolutions. And it was very ne- 
cessary for the Church to lay this foun- 
dation, because the denial of original sin 
has always been followed by a contempt 
of Infant Baptism. The priest goes on 
to declare, that unless regenerated, the 
child cannot enter the kingdom of 
Heaven; he cannot be a member either 
of the Church militant or triumphant ; 
nothing defiled can enter there ; and he, 
alas ! is defiled. But, blessed be God ! a 
remedy is provided as extensive as the 
evil : water, to cleanse the outward ; and 
the Holy Ghost to purify the inner man. 
We, therefore, pray that God, who hath 
so graciously appointed this remedy, and 
assured us of the necessity of it, will be 
pleased to vouchsafe it to the child we 
then present to Him. We know, that by 
nature, he cannot have these blessings ; 
because, by nature, he is the child of 
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wrath, and the object of God's (foplcar 
sure; but we pray that; by^bekig bom 
again of water, and of thteifoly Spirit^ be 
Qiay be renewed, or sanctified, and mad^ 
holy, by the gracious influence ; of ihe 
Holy Spirit. I trust what I have said, 
my dear children, will give you. a^. 31^^ 
ciently clear idea of the pui^fyjng: io^ 
fluence. of the Sacrauieut of sBaptism, 
without going more deeply into tb^ nar 
ture of original . sin, and :th6< doctiiae-i9^ 
regeneration, which, till your nolud^^afg 
more mature, I fear, .might onj[^;CQpiS^ 
and puzzle you. i . i /;.,,:! r- ij 

The minister then goes qu i^, cfiffti^p^ 
morate the ancient types of hloly b^pll^t^ 
and prays that God will gra^riou^y^es^JB 
the blessings attached to it on the j>r^f^^ 
infant. The first pf these ^typ^es ^ |^g 
salvatioaof Noah and his faniilj iifjtj^ 
^k^ " wherein few, that is eight souls^ 
^ Avere saved by water;" the second is thcj 
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passage of the Israelites through the Red 
Sea, by which means, we are toW, " they 
were all baptized unto Moses in the cloud 
and in the sea;** or, in other words, by 
this baptism they became the disciples of 
Moses ; and thus it becomes a very proper 
type of our baptism, which makes us the 
disciples of Christ. 

Then follows a second prayer, in which 
we renew our address, to express our ear- 
nestness and importunity; we intreat, 
first, that the child may be pardoned and 
regenerated ; and, secondly, that it may 
be adopted and accepted by God. The 
congregation are then to stand up, and the 
minister reads to them a beautiful passage 
taken from the 10th chapter of St. Mark, 
md he afterwards comments upon it, and 
lest any should doubt whether Christ will 
accept an infant to baptism, he draws this 
inference, that as our blessed Lord, in the 
passage recorded, " commanded the little 

D 
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.i.,M - *^ jbe brought to hini; blamed 
^pse who would have kept them from 
j^ipi;. took them up in his arms, and 
^Ip^ed them;" so he will favourably re- 
C^iy^ the present infant, and grant unto 
him all the blessings to be derived from 
the rite of baptism. This willingness on 
the part of God to receive us to his fa- 
ypur, being the overflowing of his pure 
inercy and goodness, and not owing to 
any merits of ours, it is proper it 3l)0uld 
l?e^ ^ckipowledged in an humble ma^ne^, 
and» tlierefore, next, follows a thanks- 
giving^ for our. own call to the knowledge 
pf God^ of which the present occasion 
ought forcibly . to remind us. After which, 
the priest.addresses himself. to. the 3pQiir 
sprs, and proposes to them four several 
questions :j— 1st. Whether, iii the name of 
the ^ child; they will renounce the devil, 
t. &c.; . When we enter into the covenant 

J.J . V kit • • » 

with God, or range ourselves under his 
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banners, it is necessary that we should 
consider all his enemies as our own ; and, 
therefore, as children are by nature the 
slaves of the devit, (though as yet they 
have riot sinned,) and are likely to be here- 
after drawn to his service, by the pom[J 
and glory of the world, and the carnal de- 
sires of the flesh, it is wise to secure them 
early to God ; and to engage them to 
consider the devil and all his instruments 
as their (enemies. 

2dly. Faith is a necessary qualification 
for baptism, and, therefore, our Church, 
drawitig the precedent from Philip's ad- 
dress to tfhe Eunuch, " if thou believest 
\^ith iall thy heart thou mayst be bap- 
ti2ed,"'has ever since demanded of all who 
enter the Christian profession, ** if they 
beliieve alt the articles," Which are im- 
pliefd in that profession. 

3dly. It i^ necessary not only to believe 
all these articles, but the party mustaUa 

d5 
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sire, to be joined to the society of Christ's 
Church on earth. God will have no un- 
\t'illing servants, and, therefore, the child 
is asked through his sponsors, " Whether 
he will be baptized in this faith?" And 
surely this is a question which no godfa- 
ther need feel a scruple in answering in 
the affirmativCj as no doubt, if the child 
could understand the inestimable privi- 
leges to which the rite admits him, and 
could express his wish, he would joyfully 
exclaim, " that is my desire." 

4th and lastly. St. Paul tells us, " they 
that are baptized must walk in newness 
of life ;" for which reason the child is now 
askedi " if he will keep God's holy will 
and commandments, and walk in the 
same all the days of his life," that as he 
before promised to avoid all evil, he must 
now engage to do all the good in his 
power. In explaining to you the duties 
of sponsors, I trust I made you understand 
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the manner io which they l^ere stand tOi 
answer for the child ; but it may be as 
well to observe, for your better compre^ 
hension of the subject, that when aU' 
adult, or grown-up person is baptized, 
these questions are put to himself, and i^ 
person he enters into express and solemn^ 
covenant with God. But infants are not 
capable of entering into covenant in per-, 
son, nor of renouncing the devil, nor of 
expressing belief, but all this is done for^ 
theip by their sureties, who answer in 
their names, and enter into these cove*, 
nants and engagements for them, l^ 
wJiich means they become bound to take 
them upon themselves, whenever they are 
capable of so doing. 

Mary. — But, Mama, it seems to me,, 
that this office of sponsor is too solemn, 
and surely they must often undertake for 
more than they can perform,^ do you think 
they will be punislied, if, after renouncing 
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•the devil, »&c,^ and promising that the 
cbiid shall live a godly life, he should 
turn out wicked. 

Mrs. V.---Oh! no, my dear childi^ God 
forbid ! The Church does not require of 
them to promise that the child shall cer- 
'tainly do and perform what they pro- 
mise in his name. They only represent 
-the child, speak in his name, and bring a 
solemn engagement upon him for the 
eternal good of his own soul. ..^. And they 
are bound to endeavour, by igood advice, 
andpiou3 instruction, to. prevail on the in- 
fant, as he grows up, to act according to 
his Christian profession; but if, after all 
their care, he turns out ill, they hare ^no- 
thing to answer for — they have discharged 
the trust reposed in them ; and the unfor- 
tunate child must answer for his breach 
of the baptismal covenant before the aw- 
ifuji tribunal of his God* - 

The contract being now made, it was 
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the custom of the early Church to exot- 
cise the baptized person, or to cast Satftn 
out of him ; but as, in later times, a num- 
ber of superstitious ceremonies were en- 
grafted upon the practice, our Reformers 
wisely thought fit to lay it entirely aside, 
and to substitute instead of it four short 
and excellent prayers, wherein we praQTy 
that the old Adam, which is the origiiial 
pollution wederived from our first parents, 
may die in the child ; or, in other wordS} 
that all tendency to carnal afiections, lust, 
pride, and vain-glory, may be destroyed ; 
and that the new man, or . that gracno^s 
renovation which is wrought in us by the 
Spirit of God, through Jesus Christ, may 
be raised up in him ; which m^ns, that 
we pray these evil fruits of Adam's fell 
may be rooted up by the Spirit, and that; 
in their stead, may be planted spiritual 
affections, heavenly desires, holy pur- 
poses, and the love of God. 
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LouiaA. — Does the Priest consecrate 

the water of baptism ? 

r , Mits. V.-— The ancient Christians ap- 
pear to have used a consecration ^y ei^ 
by which they, dedicated the baptismal 
water to , its spiritual purpose.^ ■• But the 
Roman Church afterwards added < to it 
several .strange and superstitious -rites; 
such, as breathing into it, making 'crosisfes 
Q!v:er it| quenching a %hted catidle in> it, 
atad mixing it with chrism, or oinftm^t 
composed of various >gums and bals^m^ ^ 
Our CbuiK^h, however, is contient itfith a 
prayer, merely to separate the water ham 
secular tao isacred uses. The Priest, then 
taking the babe into bis hands, shall a^ 
the sponsors to name it. We bring one 
name into the world with us, the name 
of our parents, and which serves to re- 
naind us that we are born in sin, but a 
new name is ^ven u& at our baptism to * 
remind us of our new birth ; and: surely 
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the Christian name can never be given 
with more propriety than at the moment 
when we are enlisted under the banners 
of Chi;ist. We find traces of a similar 
custom amongst the heathens. The Ra- 
mans named their children on the day of 
their lustration, (that is, when they wer3 
washed from tlieir natural pollution,) 
which was therefore called ** Dies Nomi* 
Aalis." And the Greeks soon after the 
birth of their children carried them round 
abou^a fire, which was their mode of 
d^^dicating them to their gods, and they 
were accustomed to give them their 
names on that occasion. That the Jews 
named their children at the time of cir- 
cumcision, we may collect both from the 
Old and New Testament. 

LouiSA.-^l see by the rubric, that if 
the babe is healthy, the Priest is required 
to dip. him into the water, but surely that 
is now never done ? 
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Mrs. v. — No, the custom has been 
entirely laid aside ; and in this cold 
country, the tender bodies of new-bom 
infants would seldom bear exposure with- 
out clothing, even in a damp church, 
without the additional risk of being dipt 
into cold water. Our church has there- 
fore kindly left a discretionary power in 
the hands of her ministers. There is no 
doubt but that our blessed Lord himself, 
and the primitive Christians, received the 
rite of baptism by immersion ; and cer- 
tainly the putting of the baptized person 
under the water, and his coming up from 
it again, is a very lively type and figure 
of his dying and being buried to sin, and 
of his rising again unto newness of life. 
However, affusion, or sprinkling with 
water, is not without its signification also, 
and answers to the covering or throwing 
of earth upon a deceased person. We have 
also reason to suppose, that the primitive 
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Christians considered affusion as suffi- 
cient, when immersion could not con- 
veniently be obtained. And it appears 
probable that St. Paul baptized the jailor, 
Silas, and his family, in this manner, for 
as the rite was performed in haste, and in 
the night, it does not seem likely that 
there would be a sufficient quantity of 
water at band in which to immerse them. 
The priest shall then baptize the infant 
" in the name of the Father, and of the 
Son, and of the Holy Ghost" As this form 
of baptism was given by our blessed Lord 
himself, the Catholic Church, in all ages, 
has been very careful not to deviate raa- 
Jterially from it. He then proceeds to 
receive him into the bosom of the Church, 
and to sign him with the sign of the 
Cross. This ceremony has given great 
offence from time to time to many per- 
son's, who have considered it a relic and 
remnant of Popery, but the entire sense 
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of our Church is against the supposition 
that she attaches any superstitious value 
to the Cross itself. Her own words tes- 
tify that she uses it merely as a sign or 
token, that the future servant of Chirist 
is pledged or sealed not to be ashamed of 
the banner under which he is enrolled. 
The sign is placed upon his foreheiad, the 
seat of shame, to prove that he shajl not 
hereafter blush, or be ashanoed to stand 
up in defence of the Cross or Christ; 
and the idea is take^ from the seventh 
chapter of tiie Revektions, where tne 
angel is said to seal the servants of God.' 
on their foreheads. My remarks upon 
this interesting sacrament have already, 
my deaf children, led me so much beyond 
the limits I had at first proposed to niy- 
self, that I cannot now pursue thi$ sub- 
ject any farther, but if you wish for 
more information, yoii will find it fuily 
treated of in the thirtieth canon of our 
Church. 
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Mary. — Where can I find the canons, 
Mama? 

Mrs. V. — They are bound up at the 
end of the second volume of the cheap 
edition of the Homilies, published by the 
Society for Promoting Christian Know- 
ledge. The babe being now baptized, 
after a thanksgiving for the same, we 
proceed to the Lord's Prayer; and as it 
was given by our Saviour to his disciples 
as a badge of their belonging to him, it 
can never be more proper or reasonable 
to use it than now, when a new member 
or disciple is admitted into his Church. 
In the primitive Church, catechumens 
were not allowed to use this prayer, till 
they were become the sons of God by 
regeneration in the waters of baptism. 
For which reason it is sometimes called 
by ancient writers, " the Prayer of the 
Regenerate." We then again offer up 
hearty thanks to God for the blessi] 




bestowed on the child now grafted into 
Christ's fold, but as we do not believe 
him to be so regenerate, but that by sloth 
and wilful iniquity, he may forfeit the 
privileges he has received, we earnestly 
and humbly pray that this child may 
love and serve as one, upon whom such 
great favours have been bestowed. Then 
follows a most excellent address to the 
godfathers and godmothers; and it is 
earnestly to be desired that sponsors 
would seriously consider this most pious 
exhortation; and take due care to prac- 
tise it in every particular: consideiing 
what account they can give to God if 
they neglect a duty which they have 
promised in his sacred temple to perform. 
The address concludes with a desire that 
the child may be brought to the bishop 
to be confirmed, as soon as he can say 
the creed, &c, in the vulgar tongue, 
which you no doubt understand to mean^ 
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the mother-tongue, or language in com- 
mon use. And now, my dear girls, I 
think I must have fatigued your atten- 
tion. 

Louisa. — Oh no, dear, kind Mama, 
we are very, very much obliged to you, 
and only fear you are yourself fatigued. 
Beautiful and affecting as I have al- 
ways thought the Baptismal Service, I 
now long more than ever to hear it 
again, as I shall now better understand 
the reasons for the different parts of the 
service, and shall be able to admire the 
striking manner in which one part fol- 
lows, or grows, as it were, out of the 
preceding. 

Mrs. V. — There is, indeed, an admi- 
rable harmony and design in every part 
of the Liturgy of our Church, so that it 
may with truth be called the " Beauty 
of Holiness. But, my dear girls, I must 
now leave you, as I have letters to write. 
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Mabv. — May I first repeat a little 
poem I learnt the other day, oa this very 
subject of baptism, without, of course, 
foreseeing how soon my attention was to 
be so forcibly turned to it. 

Mrs. V. — You may, my love. 



THE POEM. 

Where is it motlierB learn their love ? — 
in every Church a fountain springs. 

O'er which th' eternal Dove 
Hovers on softest wings. 

What sparkles in that lucid flood 
Is water, by gross mortals ey'd: 

But seen by faith, 'tis blood 
Out of a dear friend's side. 

A few calm words of faith and prayer, 
A few bright drops of holy dew. 

Shall work a wonder there 
Earth's charmers never knew. 




CoBv.l. ON BAPTISM. 49 

Blest eyen, that see die smiling gleam 
Upon the slumbering features glow, 

When the life*giving stream 
Touches the tender brow ! 

Or when the holy Cross is sign'd^ 
And the young soldier duly sworn. 

With true and fearless mind 
To serve the virgin-bom. 

But happiest ye, who, seal'd and blest. 
Back to your arms your treasure take. 

With Jesus' mark impressed. 
To nurse for Jesus' sake. 

Sweet one, make haste, and know Him too. 
Thine own adopting Father love. 

That, like thine earliest dew. 
Thy dying sweets may prove. 
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CONVERSATION II. 



GN CONFIRMATION. 



Louisa.— Dear Mania, will you now be 
good enough to explain to us the nature 
of confirmation, as it is a subject which 
naturally interests uie particularly. 

Mrs. V. — My dear, you should rather 
have asked for a commentary upon the 
forms of the rite of confirmation, which 
is what I had in view when I described 
to you the sacrament of baptism, for with 
its nature, or spiritual meaning, I trust 
you are already acquainted, by means of 
the various explanations you have been 
studying. 

Louisa. — This is indeed, Mama, what 
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I meant to ask for, tliough I did not ex- 
press myself properly ; biit Mary and 1 
have both been so interested in the ex- 
planation you have given us of the 
rubrics relating to baptism, and the pa- 
rallel customs of other nations, that you 
cannot, dear Mama, oblige us more than 
by giving us a similar account of the rite 
of confirmation. 

Mrs. V. — And I cannot be more agree- 
ably employed than in giving my dear 
girls any useful information, and it adds 
greatly to my gratification, if I can also 
render it interesting to them. 

When children are well instructed in 
the vows made for them in baptism, by 
the Church Catechism, it is then required 
that they should take them upon them- 
selves, and be confirmed by the bisKop. 
As, this holy rite was not appointed by 

uUt himself, it cannot properly be 
ftsacrament; but there is no doubt 
£3 
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that the Apostles, as soon as they began 
to exercise their ministry, were accus- 
tomed to lay their hands upon such per- 
sons as had been previously baptized 
by an inferior minister. The primitive 
Church imitated this custom in enjoining 
the bishops to lay their hands, with holy 
prayers, on persons who have been bap- 
tized; which was believed to convey the 
Holy Spirit to them, to enable them to 
fulfil their vows. This holy rite is still 
retained in the Eastern and Western 
Churches; and our office or form for this 
ceremony is most excellent. It begins 
with a serious admonition to all that 
come to it, and a solemn engagement 
from the parties themselves to keep their 
vow. Secondly, follows the rite itself, 
which consists in the laying on of the 
'lands of the bishop, and his benediction; 
lastly, the office concludes with 
;r3 and a final blessing. In the 
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early ages of the Church, the bishop's 
benediction was preceded by the cere- 
monies of unction, or anointing with 
chrism, which, as I before explained to 
you, was a consecrated oil prepared for 
the purpose, with many costly ingredi- 
ents. But this ceremony being merely 
a human institution, and being grossly 
abused in the superstitious ages, was 
not adopted into our Reformed Church. 
They had another ceremony, called con* 
signation, or signing the forehead with 
the Cross, which was considered as the 
" Seal of the Spirit/' But our Reformers 
were content to retain the most solemn 
and essential part of the ceremony, and, 
in fact, the only part for which they have 
the warranty of Scripture, viz. the laying 
on of hands. This ceremony is of very 
great antiquity, having been used by the 
patriarchs on very many occasions; thus 
Jacob blessed the sons of Joseph^ 
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Moses thus pronounced his benediction 
upon Joshua. . In fact the Jews practised 
it in all benedictions, and upon various 
occasions. But to render it more solemn, 
the Christian Church lias restricted the. 
custom to a few very peculiar circum- 
stances, such as conferring orders, and 
administering <:onfirmation 

Louisa. — I understand you to say. 
Mama, that we derive this ceremony of 
confirmation, from the circumstance of 
the Apostles laying hands on their cou- 
verts, but I remember that ceremony was 
then generally followed by some miracu- 
lous gifts to the persons so confirmed; 
now as miracles have ceased, why is it 
necessary to retain the form, which con- 
ferred the power to perform them ? . 

Mrs. V. — It is true that in the begin- 
ning of Christianity this rite was fre- 
quently followed by miraculous powers, 
and it was necessary it should be so, in 
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the infancy of the Church, as some visi- 
ble effect upon those who believed was 
essential, in order to convert others to 
the faith. But these extraordinary effects 
did not always attend even those upon 
whom the Apostles laid their hands; " all 
did not speak with tongues," " all did not 
work miracles;" and yet we are led to 
suppose that all were confirmed. The 
great aim of the Apostles in administering 
this rite was, that their converts might 
be endued with such aid from the Holy 
Ghost', as to enable them to conquer all 
their spiritual enemies. When whole 
nations, became Christians, the necessity 
for miracles ceased, but the Christian 
world had still enemies to contend with, 
and diseases to cure, so formidable, that 
though the. Holy Spirit withdrew his 
extraordinary or supernatural assistance, 
He was graciously pleased, by means of 
this holy rite^ to descend into the h< 
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of his faithful servants, and to enable 
them to cast out the devil of lust, of 
pride, of passion; to beat down Satan 
under their feet; to heal the leprosy of 
sin ; to open their eyes to the wondrous 
things of his law ; and to preserve them 
from the infection of bad example, and 
all the dangers of a wicked world. In a 
word, in baptism we are enlisted under 
the banner of Christ, marked as his sol- 
dier, and sworn to be faithful; but con- 
firmation equips us for the battle, and 
furnishes us with arms to withstand the 
enemy. 

Mary. — Does the Church fix any par- 
ticular age, at which people should come 
to be confirmed ? 

Mrs. V. — Not precisely. At the end 
of the office for baptism, the sponsors 
are desired to present the child, who has 
*hen been baptized, for confirmation, as 
JOon as he can say the Creed, the Lord's 
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Prayer, the Tea Command ments, and the 
other parts of the Church Catechism. 
And in the preface to the rite of confirm 
matioD, it is ferther required, that be 
shall be come to yeai-s of discretion; a 
period which must differ extremely in 
various persons. The practice of the 
Church also, in difierent ages, has been 
extremely various. In the primitive 
Church, all persons who were baptized in 
presence of a bishop were immediately 
presented to him for confirmation, infants 
as well as adults. Tliere can be no doubt 
of this fact, as it is well attested by an- 
cient writers, and ipay also be inferred 
from the well-known custom of adminis- 
tering the holy Eucharist, or sacrament of 
the Lord's Supper, to infants, which pre- 
supposes their confirmation. Tertullian 
frequently alludes to this practice; 
other w^riter of great authority direct! 
mothers to bring their infants with thi 
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to the Eucharist; and as at one period of 
the Romish Church it was necessary to 
receive the holy elements fasting, they 
are enjoined not even to give their natu- 
ral food to their babes until they should 
have received the Eucharist, unless there 
was an urgent necessity for so doing. 
In England, in the thirteenth century, 
children were confirmed before they were 
five years old; from an idea that they 
■ lyere then without guile, and that there 
was nothing to impede the descent of 
the Holy Ghost. After this period, the 
Western Church in general began to dis- 
courage the practice of this very early 
confirmation, and for this judicious rea- 
son, that as children were now to take, 
upon themselves the vows made for 
them in baptism, it was very desirable, 
they should be of an age to iindersti 
the true nature and meaning of thofift^ 
vows. Our Reformers, therefore, wh"" 
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they, abolished various unmeaning cere- 
monies, which had been added to this 
simple and imposing rite, desired that no 
child should be presented till arrived at 
years of discretion, and though, as I be- 
fore remarked, this circumstance must 
vary with the capacity of the person, 
common consent seems to have lixt the 
period at about fourteen years of age. 
The practice of catechising or instruct- 
ing children in the principles of religion 
may be regarded as ordained by God 
himself, and certainly authorized by the 
example of our blessed Lord, who is sup- 
posed by Grotius to have been following 
a well-known custom of the Jews, when 
he remained behind his parents in the 
Temple, and subjected himself to an ex-r 
amination by the Elders and Doctors of 
the Law. Josephus tells us that the 
ularly careful in having 
dnstructed in the Law 
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of Moses; to which end they had in 
every village a person called an Instruc- 
tor of babes, (to which St. Paul seems to 
allude in the second chapter of Romans, 
where he speaks oF " an instructor of the 
foolish, a teacher of babes.") It was the 
duty of this person to instruct children 
in the law, till they were ten years old ; 
after which in the Talmud, till fifteen, 
when they were to be publicly examined 
in the house of God, and if approved,, 
were then declared to be children ©f 
" the Precept," i. e. they were from that 
time obliged to keep the law, and became 
answerable for their own sins. 

Mary.— Pray, Mama, what was the 
Talmud, in which you say the young 
Jews were instructed ? 

Mrs. V. — The Talmud is a collection 
of Jewish traditions, consj||iiHk<^f ^^^ 
parts, the Mishna, or 
mara, or commentary ui 
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part, which was added many years after- 
wards, is said to be coarsely written, and 
filled with many absurdities; but the 
Mishna is composed in a superior style, 
and is useful to the learned in explaining 
passages in the Bible, which relate to si- 
milar customs, and are written in similar 
phraseology. 

Louisa. — I believe no one but a bi- 
shop has a right to confirm ? 

Mrs. V. — You are right, my dear, in 
your supposition. Our Rubric ordains, 
that the minister who is to confer this 
rite must be a bishop. And this com- 
mand is derived from the apostolic days ; 
for, though in various parts of the Acts, 
we meet with instances of baptism being 
administered, and even miracles per- 
formed, by the inferior ministers, yet we 
find one, or more, of the apostles going 
afterwards for the purpose of laying hands 
upon, or confirming those, who had been 
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previously baptized, that they might, 
through their prayers, receive the gifts of 
the Holy Ghost. Iii the early ages of the 
Romish Church, when the Pope assumed 
despotic sway over the other churches of 
Christendom, he reserved to himself the 
sole right of composing the sacred oil, or 
chrism, which was then used as an essen- 
tial part of the ceremony ; and this privi- 
lege greatly increased the revenues of his 
see. The composition was commonly 
made on the Thursday in Passion week, 
and was a decoction of nearly forty costly 
drugs, seeds, and plantSj^ mixed with oil 
and wine; this composition was then put 
into small round bottles or boxes, and were 
called alibasters, in allusion to the box of 
alibaster which Mary broke, and with 
which she anointed the feet of Jesus. 
Some idea of the value to the Pope of 
this article of commerce (if I may so call it) 
may be formed, from the circumstance of 
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one of these small bottles selling for the sum 
of 200 crowns. In a later period of Church 
history, the privilege of making this oint- 
ment was granted to bishops, and to 
them only; and, though the Reformers 
of the Church of England abolished the 
useless custom of Chrismation, as it was 
-called, they reserved to the bishops the 
sole right of laying on of hands, and of 
confirming the youth of Christ's flock in 
those solemn engagements which they 
then take upon themselves. 

We will now proceed to consider the 
various parts of this short, but highly im- 
pressive and beautiful service. " Upon the 
day appointed, all who are then to be con- 
firmed, being placed in order before the 
bishop, he (or some other minister ap- 
pointed by him) shall read the preface fol- 
lowing." The Church of England is so far 
from esteeming ignorance to be the mo- 
ther of devotion, that she employs every 
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possible method to make each of her of- 
fices properly understood. The present^ 
like most of her other forms, begins with 
a simple and impressive preface, clearly 
setting forth the nature of the duties the 
young persons are now to take upon 
themselves. 

Louisa. — Excuse my interrupting you 
just now. Mama, but I before forgot to 
tell you, that yesterday, when Mary and 
I called upon poor old Mrs. Evans, she 
said she thought she should go and be 
confirmed again, when the bishop comes 
here. I did not like to advise her not to 
do so, for fear of misleading her, but I 
determined to tell you of her intention. 

Mrs. V. — Poor old woman ! I will call 
upon her, and endeavour to make her un- 
derstand, that as she has been already 
confirmed, and has even received the Sa- 
crament, she must not repeat the rite of 
confirmation. She means well, but is 
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very ignorant. I have frequently heard 
of such persons, who go to be con- 
firmed whenever they have an opportu- 
nity, from an idea that the bishop's bless- 
ing does them good. You, my dear girls, 
are well aware, that this sacred engage- 
ment to lead a Christian life is to be 
tak^n once for all ; the venerable Arch- 
bishop Seeker says, " you should no more 
think of beipg confirmed a second time, 
than of being baptized a second time." 
After the preface, the bishop solemnly 
asks if, in the presence of God and of the 
congregation, the young persons now be- 
fore him will renew the solemn vow and 
promise made for them in baptism by their 
sponsors, to which every one shall answer 
I do. My dearest Louisa, the time is now 
so near, when you, my child, are to pro- 
nounce these most important words, that 
the heart of your mother is, indeed, over- 
flowirig with anxiety. And, though 

F 
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your time and thoughts have long been 
devoted to the subject, yet I must beg 
your attention, while 1 give you a short 
summary of the important duties to 
which those two Httle words, " I do," so 
solemnly bind you. You, my child, are ji\st 
entering a world of temptations, with i^o 
experience, smd little knowledge of thtad 
world to .guard you. The authority of 
others over you is beginning to lessen ; 
your own passions to increase. Your in- 
tercourse with oth^pfs less innocent than 
yourself must b^icome more frequent, and 
we know who ha,s said, " that evil commu- 
nications will cojrupt good manners !" 
I am not aware of any more effectual 
manner in which your fond mother can 
guard your youthful steps from wander- 
ing in the paths of error, than by remind- 
ing you, that you are now to form deli- 
berate resolutions of avoiding temptation, 
and of acting right ; and that you are to 
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declare these resolutions in the presence 
of God, of his most exalted ministers, and 
of a large congregation of youthful wit- 
nesses, assembled with more than ordi- 
nary solemnity for that very purpose. 

Louisa. — Oh! dearest Mama, pray for 
me, that I may never break these sacred 
vows ; and, above all things, I trust, that 
I shall never be deprived of the hliessing 
of having your advice to fly to in every 
difficulty. 

Mrs, V. — My most earnest prayers, 
my child, are continually ascending to 
the Father of Mercies for you and all my 
other treasures ; and my best advice will 
be ever at your service; bntmy Louiito 
must learn to look higher than to any 
earthly wisdom for aid in all difficulties 
and dangers. If you do not earnestly 
strive to perform your own duty, my 
child, vain will be the attempt of any 
other person to keep you in the right way. 

F 2 
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You are now about to become the guardian 
of your own conduct, let me advise you, 
then, to examine the nature of the vow 
you are about to take, and ask yourself 
whether you can conscientiously enter 
into the engagement. Remember, if you 
make the answer, which is directed, with- 
out sincerity, you lie to God; if, without 
attention, it is trifling with Him. Watch 
over your heart, therefore, and let it go 
along with your lips. The words " I do' 
arc soon said, but much is comprehended 
in them. When you use them, my child, 
remember that in effect you say, " I do 
heartily renounce all the unlawful temp- 
tations of the devil, and all sinful in- 
dulgences of the flesh. I do sincerely 
believe, and will constantly profess, all 
the articles of the Christian faith. I do> 
firmly resolve to keep all God's com- 
mandments; to fear and love Him, to- 
pray to Him and praise Him daily in pri- 
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vate ; and to be constant in my attend- 
ance on public wor^^ip. To endeavour 
to prepare myself to attend frequently 
His holy table ; and, above all, to sub- 
mit with pious resignation to all His dis- 
pensations; to set Him ever before mine 
eyes, and to acknowledge Him in all my 
ways. I do farther resolve, with regard 
to my fellow-creatures, " to do justly, to 
love mercy," to speak truth ; to be diligent 
and useful in my station, dutiful to my 
superiors, kind to my inferiors, courteous 
to my equals. With regard to my per- 
sonal duties, I do resolve to be modest, 
temperate, chaste, pious, humble, . mild, 
contented; to restrain all my wishes 
within due bounds, to discourage too 
fond an attachment to this world, and to 
cultivate a habit of thinking much of the 
life to come. Lastly, I do resolve, when- 
ever I fail in any of these duties, as I fear 
I too often shall, to betake myself in 
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stantly, with penitence and prayer, to tlie 
Throne of Mercy ; jiJead tlie merits of my 
Saviour; heg for the promised assistance 
of the Holy Spirit; and, in His strength, 
not my own, strive against my faults, and 
watch over my future conduct with re- 
douhled attention, 

Louisa. — I will endeavour to keep 
this little paraphrase of my vow in 
mind, at the awful moment when I pro- 
nounce it. 

Mks. V. — Do so, my child, and may 
Almighty God enable you to keep all 
your good resolutions. Observe that re- 
ligion does not call you to gloom and me- 
lancholy. She docs not require from you 
extreme austerity, nor abstinence from 
the safe and innocentenjoyment of those 
pleasures suited to your age and station. 
She demands no extravagant flights and 
raptures ; no unmeaning and unedifying 
forms and ceremonies ; but it is to a life 
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of fervent and rational devotion to God, 
and of cheerful usefulness to man, that 
you bind yourself, when you utter the 
awfully important words, " / «fe/' pro- 
nounce them, then, with seriousness, and 
keep them with fidelity. 

In the next part of the office, after the 
persons have confirmed and ratified the 
vow of their baptism, prayers arc offered 
Up, that God would confirm and strengthen 
, them in their good purposes and resolu- 
tions. Scripture teaches us, and sad ex- 
perience proves, that of ourselves we can 
do nothing ; that " we are not sufficient 
of ourselves to help ourselves ;" but the 
same Scripture goes on to tell us where 
ouf sufficiency is to be found ; and that 
" God will give His Holy Spirit to them 
that ask/' 

Under the Jewish dispensation, the 
family of Aaron was set apart to bless the 
people in the name of the Lord^ we need 
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not, therefore, wonder to read in the 
Gospel, that the apostles went down to 
Samaria, to pray that the newly baptized 
converts might receive the Holy Ghost. 
Therefore it is, that at the periods ap- 
pointed for confirmation, a number of 
young disciples, prepared to run one com- 
mon race, to encounter the same tempta- 
tions, meet together, to pray for them- 
selves and for each other. Therefore it 
is, that a number of elder Christians, who 
have already experienced the dangers of 
life, assemble to pray for those who are 
just entering upon their course. And 
for this reason it is, that the ministers of 
God purposely come to intercede with 
Him in their behalf; and surely we may 
hope that their united supplications will 
prevail, and prove effectual. After these 
joint supplications, which are sometimes 
called versicles, the bishop proceeds to 
collect their petitions into a continued 
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form ; in which he prays that the persoQ^ 
now to be confirmed may be wise an(J 
fearful, (meaning possessed with godly 
fear,) prudent and courageous ; discreet 
in their choice, devout in their duties, and 
pious in their lives. The form of this 
prayer appears to have been taken from 
an old Greek office, and was called .the 
Prayer for the Seven Graces of the Hply 
Spirit. Probably, because in the bool^.of^ 
Revelations, the gifts of the Holy Spirit 
are called " The Seven Spirits ;" and ip 
ancient writers we read of the sevenfold 
graces of the Spirit; however, the separate 
meaning of each of the Seven is neither 
easy nor useful to determine with certainty, . 
The preparatory part of the office being 
now finished, and the persons all kneel- 
ing in order before the bishop, he shall 
proceed to lay his hand upon the head 
of every one severally. I have already 
told you that this is one of the oldest ce- 
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remonies in the world, when GocVs bless'- 
ing was desired upon any one. Our 
Lord himself sanctioned the practice by 
his own example ; for we read, that when 
children were brought to receive his 
blessing, he conferred it by laying his 
hands upon them. So essential did St. 
Paul consider this part of the ceremony, 
that he calls the whole office of confirma- 
tion " the laying on of hands," — a name 
which it retained for several generations 
amongstthe Fathers of the Latin Church. 
And we can scarcely conceive on what 
plea it has, in later times, been disconti- 
nued in the Church of Rome. Tliey have 
substituted rather a singular custom in 
its stead, that of giving the person to be 
confirmed, a slight bl(yie on the cheek, 
to remind him for the future, he must 
be ready to endure any insult or ifl'* 
dignity for the name of Christ. But-j 
while they discontinue the practice ol 
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imposition of hands, they seem to ac-* 
knowledge its efficacy, by pretending 
that custom is sufficiently complied with, 
in the use made of the hands during the 
ceremonies of chrismation; or anointing 
various parts of the body ; and of consig- 
nation, or signing the forehead with the 
cross. 

Our wise and pious Reformers ration- 
ally abolished all these fanciful, and, at 
•least, useless ceremonies, and restored the 
apostolic and ancient use of laying on of 
hands. Now, though this ceremony is a 
token that the bishop acts by divine au- 
thority, yet, at the same time, they pray 
to Heaven for the blessing they bestow, 
in humble acknowledgement, that the 
precious gifts here bestowed are not the 
effect of their own power and holiness, but 
of the abundant mercy and favour of Him, 
who is the only fountain of all goodness 
and grace. The words of the bishop's 
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prayer are simple, pious, and rational ; 
there is no petition for any extraordinary 
gifts or impulses of the Holy Spirit; but 
that he may so influence tlie hearts of 
these young persons, that they may con- 
tinue to grow in grace as they increase 
in years, til! they come to His everlasting 
kingdom. Thus, my child, you must not 
expect to perceive any sudden and sensi- 
ble change in your heart, giving you all at 
once a remarkable strength to resist temp- 
tation, or comfort and fervency in your 
devotions, such as you never felt before ; 
but if you go through the whole of this 
sacred office with proper dispositions, you 
may cheerfully hope that the bishop's 
prayer will be accepted, and may reason 
ably promise yourself such an abundant 
measure of the divine assistance, as will 
be necessary for your rescue in all extra- 
ordinary dangers, and for your comfort, 
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support, and gradual increase in every 
virtue of a Christian life. 

The imposition of hands being over, 
the bishop and congregation, after mu- 
tually recommending each other to God, 
now begin those united and public devor 
tions which are admirably suited to the 
solemnity. The first of these is the 
Lord's Prayer, without which no form 
of devotion can be perfect, and particu- 
larly seasonable at this time ; after which 
the bishop offers up a beautiful collect, 
in which he prays, that what he has just 
done may not be an empty and insigni- 
ficant sign. There is in this prayer a 
noble mixture of faith and humility, wor- 
thy the purest ages of the Church. De- 
pending upon the promises of God, he 
knows that the graces of his Holy Spirit 
will follow upon the act he has just been 
performing ; but as he also knows these 
gifts and graces to be the fruits of prayer, 
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he makes bis humble suppUcation that 
the hand and Spirit of God may continue 
with the confirmed ; the one, to assist 
them to understand the Divine Will ; 
the other, to help them in the perform- 
ance of it, till they come to everlasting 
happiness. The word of God shows 
us the way to Heaven ; the Spirit en- 
ables us to walk in that way ; so that, 
if God graciously hears this prayer, 
these youthful disciples can scarcely 
miss this blessed consummation of all 
our hopes. 

It was formerly believed that confir- 
mation was a preservative of the body as 
well as of the soul ; and no doubt we 
may look to this belief as the origin of 
that custom among the lower orders, to 
which I have before alluded, of going 
frequently to be confirmed. However, 
in consequence of this belief, another col- 
lect was added at the Restoration, in 
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which we pray that God would direct, 
sanctify, and govern, both our souls and 
bodies, in the ways of His laws, and in 
the works of His commandments. 

AH necessary requests and prayers 
being now offered, it remaiqs, that the 
bishop dismiss the assembled youthful 
flock with a solemn blessing, which will 
doubtless abide with them, unless by 
sloth, negligence, or wilful sin, they de- 
prive theniselves p£thQ benefit. 

My child-fen, I have now given you all 
the informfttion which occuis to me at 
present respecting this most interesting 
ceremotiy,; but I cannot dismiss you 
wtthput a few more last words of advice 
to my Louisa, and I shall avail myself in 
a great degree of the pious " Advice to 
Young Persons preparing for Confirma- 
tiofl, of Archbishop Seeker." He ad- 
vises, above all, to " avoid the very begin- 
ning of any known sin, as if it once be- 
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come habitual, neither baptism, nor con- 
firmation, nor the prayers of the bishop, of 
the Church, nor of the whole world, will 
do yon any service. On tlie contrary, 
every thing which you might have been 
the better for, if you had made a good use 
of it, you will be the worse for, if you have 
made a bad one. You do well to renew 
thecovenantof your baptism in confirma- 
tion; but if you break it, you forfeit the 
benefit of it. You will do well to repeat 
your vows at the Table of the Lord ; it 
is what I fervently hope and trust you will 
soon do, ' for the strengthening and re- 
freshing of your soul;' but if, after being 
admitted to this holy privilege, you live 
in the practice of any known sin, you do 
but eat and drink your own condemna- 
tion." I, however, hope better tilings of 
my Louisa— the promise of her infant 
years encourage me to hope that I shall 
never experience the heartfelt agony of 
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seeing my darling commit gross and wiU 
ful sins; but what we, perhaps, too lightly 
accustom ourselves to call smaller faults 
you cannot escape. Faults of temper, 
wiaste of time, sins of omission, emotions 
of vanity and fancy ; these, my child, are 
the besetting sins of your sex, age, and 
station ; and these you must assiduously 
guard against Confess them in your 
daily prayers, strive faithfully against 
them ; and remember that, as continued 
health is preferable to frequent recoveiy 
from sickness, so is innocence to t^e 
truest repentance. If we suffer ourselves 
to transgress our duty, how can we be 
sure that God will give us time to repent ? 
at all events, we shall have lost, irrepara- 
bly lost, the time we have been receding 
in the path of duty ; when, God knows, 
we ought to have been pushing forward 
towards the goal with all possible dili- 
gence. While, therefore, my child, you 
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are innocent of all wilful sin, preserve the 
treasure with the greatest circumspection; 
enternpon the path of righteousness with 
the utmost dihgence, and persevere in it 
to the end. Remember that your vows to 
God are upon you, that it will be in vain 
for you to forget what He will assuredly 
remember, nor safe to neglect what He 
expects you to do. My child, be ever 
diligent on your part, in the work of 
your calling, and He will infallibly give 
you all necessary assistance, and " con- 
firm you unto the end, that you may be 
blameless unto the day of our Lord Jesus 
Christ." 

Louisa. — My dear Mama, I cannot 
thank you, as I ought, but I trust my fu- 
ture life will prove me not wholly unwor- 
thy of the kindest and best of mothers. 

Mrs. V. — God bless you, my dear 
girl ! We are both too much affected to 
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prolong this conversation with comfort to 
either party. Go now with your sister,' 
while I endeavour, in solitude andpray^iV 
to calm the too anxious throbbing of a! 
mother's heart. 
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CONVERSATION III. 



ON THE SACRAMENT OF THE 
LORD'S SUPPER. 



Mns. Vernon. — Come here, my beloved 
Louisa, and let me add a mother's fond 
and tender blessing to that which the 
bishop this day pronounced upon your 
head. You have now, my child, taken 
upon yourself the vows of a Christian, 
and have entered into covenant with 
your God. May God the Father protect 
you; may God the Son plead for you; 
and may God the Holy Ghost so support 
and strengthen you in the arduous path 
of duty, that the hearts of your parents 
may rejoice in seeing their dear child a 
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well-instructed, pious, and humble Chris- 
tian. 

Louisa. — Oh! dearest Mama! my 
heart is too ' full ! I cannot express my 
deep sense of all your tenderness and 
affection ; and I feel, at this moment, so 
diffident of my own conduct, and am so 
impressed with the awful responsibility 
I have this day taken upon myself, that 
I dare not make any professions, but I 
humbly hope that God will bless me for 
your dear sake, and so enable me to per- 
form my duty, that I may never give 
pain to the best of mothers. ^ 

Mrs. V. — My sweet child, no frame 
of mind can be more proper than the one 
you have just described, for we know 
that " God giveth grace to the humble;" 
and to obtain this grace, you must at all 
times cultivate a spirit of pure, fervent, 
and constant devotion. And as we know 
that there is one rite, to the pious per- 
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fintaance of which the Almighty seems 
to' have attached a peculiar measure of 
tMs grace, it is my earnest hope to en- 
title my dear child to this blessed privi- 
lege, by presenting her, on Sunday next, 
at the Altar of her God and Saviour, 
with all that holy joy and pious thank- 
fulness which parents only can feel. 
^^LouiSA. — Am I indeed to be so highly 
honoured? Then, Mama, you do not 
think me too young ? 

i Mrs. v.— Oh no, my child; greatly 

do* those persons mistake the nature of 

t^i» rite, if they attempt to deter the 

young from approaching the Table of the 

I:ord. If they argue that youth being 

^posed to strong temptation is more 

Ifkely to commit sin, let them remember 

^^it the other hand, that it is therefore 

Vnere in need of the powerful aid of 

r^Jrrtne grace, which this holy sacrament 

/ is intended to convey. I here present 
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you, my love, with two works, the first 
of which is called. An Earnest Exhortation 
to; a frequent Reception of the Holy 
Sacrament, by a Layman, and being par- 
ticularly addressed to young persons, you 
will find this argument treated in the 
most clear and admirable manner; this 
valuable little tract has, I believe, brought 
more persons to comply with the last 
commands of a dying Saviour, than any 
thing ever Before written on the subject. 
This other book is called, the New De- 
vout Communicant, by the Rev. James 
Ford, a clergyman at Ipswich. The 
devotions intended as a previous prepa- 
ration, as well as those to be used during 
the celebration of the sacrament, aire 
most excellent; they are pious, rational, 
and scriptural, without coldness on the 
one hand, or enthusiasm on the other; 
and this valuable little manual is pre^ 
ceded by an excellent account of the 
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nature and end of this most holy and itn- 
portant rite of our religion. Read it with 
attention, my child, and offer up the 
prayers with fervent, pious, and faithful 
devotion, and I am then persuaded my 
dear girl will find herself in a proper 
frame of mind to ratify at the altar those 
vows which she has this day taken upon 
herself. 

Louisa. — My dear Mama's directions 
shall be strictly attended to. 

Mrs. V. — And having now, my dear, 
directed your attention to two admirable 
works, which will give you the best pos- 
sible account of the spiritual meaning of 
this most blessed sacrament, and the duty 
incumbent upon you, as a Christian, to 
partake of it, with a description of the 
manner in which it was instituted by our 
Lord himself, I will proceed, in a similar 
manner, to the course I pursued with re- 
gard to the Sacrament of Baptism, and 
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give you same account of the form m 
which the Church of England celebrates 
this rite^ and how she differs from other 
churches in very important particulars. 

Mary.~I quite long for this account^ 
as I am sure it must be very interesting.* 

Mrs. V. — In looking into different 
authorities upon this subject, I found so 
much of an important and interesting 
nature, that the di£5culty with me has 
been to select what was most essential^ 
and' to pass slightly over the rest, or Ais 
subject would far exceed the limits within 
which I must restrict myself. 

Since the death of our blessed Lord 
has reconciled God with man, and his 
intercession alone procures for us all the 
good things we enjoy, we arej commanded 
to make all our prayers in his name ; and 
as the receiving the holy Eucharist has 
ever been considered as the most accept- 
able mode of acknowledging his mento- 
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rious passion, it was the custom in the 
best and purest ages of the Church, to 
celebrate this rite as a part of the daily- 
service. To follow, as nearly as she is 
able, this example, the Church of Eng- 
land enjoins a considerable part of this 
office to be blended with the ordinary 
church service on S undays and holy 
days, and orders the priest to say it at 
the altar, as the proper place at which to 
commemorate Jesus, our only Mediator. 
The New Testament has not prescribed 
any particular form to be used at the 
celebration of the Holy Communion ; 
therefore, when the extraordinary spirit of 
prophecy failed, the rulers of the Church 
supplied its absence by forms of their 
own composition. And as every bishop 
had a right to prescribe the form to be 
used in his own diocese, these forms ne- 
cessarily varied considerably. 

There are copies still extant of lituir 
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gies ascribed to St. Peter, St. James, and 
St. Mark, though these, no doubt, have 
been considerably mangled and. interpo- 
lated; but it. was from these liturgies 
that. Osmond, the Norman, who , was 
Bishop of Salisbury in the time of Wil- 
liam the Conqueror, compiled the famous 
liturgy of Sarum or Salisbury, from some 
of the customs which I mentioned to 
you when conversing on baptism; but 
this missal of Sarum became, in its turn, 
much altered and corrupted, between the 
death of Osmond and the era of the Re- 
formation. However, the Reformers of 
the Church of England still found so 
much to approve in it, that they adopted 
it as their model, rather than the missal 
of the Church of Rome, reserving to 
themselves the right of rejecting what 
appeared less proper, and making such ad- 
ditions and transpositions as they judged 
necessary or expedient. This office 
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the holy Communion may be divided into 
four parts. 

1st. The more general preparation; 
wliich is that part used by the whole 
congregation on every Sunday or holy 
day. 

2dly. The more immediate and special 
preparation ; or that part of the office ' 
which precedes the consecration of the 
elements. 

3dly. The celebration itself; or the j 
consecration and administration of the ' 
elements. 

4thly. The post communion, as it is 
called; or the prayers and thanksgivings 
to be offered up, when the elements have 
been received. 

I shall, my children, give you a very i 
brief account of the first part, as it can J 
scarcely be considered as a part of the j 
sacrament, properly so called. 

We begin this holy office with the | 
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Lord's Prayer, which the primitive Church 
always used; and nothing can be more 
proper than that we should offer up the 
prayer taught by our blessed Lord, when 
we are about to celebrate the institution 
which he enjoined. Next follows a col- 
lect for purity, admirably suited, either 
as introductory to the communion, when 
that is to be celebrated, or as preparatory 
to the rehearsal of the Ten Command- 
ments. Before the original publication 
of the law from Mount Sinai, the Jewish 
people were commanded to purify them- 
selves, and therefore bpfore we listen 
to a repetition of these commands, our 
Church has piously enjoined us to pray 
that our hearts may be purified by the 
inspiration of the Holy Spirit. The 
Commandments are then read, which we 
should remember are the words of God 
himself, and should listen to them with 
the most awful reverence and profow 
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humility. We are next presented with 
two collects for the king, either of which 
may be used at the discretion of the 
minister. We thus pray in obedience to 
the injunction of the Apostle, that " in- 
tercession sliould be made for liings and 
alL persons in authority ;" and these col- 
lects are supposed to be placed after the 
Commandments, because the king is the 
guardian of both the tables of the law, 
of religion, and of morals. 

Mary. — Which of the two collects do 
you like best, Mama? 

Mrs. V. — They are both fine prayers, 
but I certainly prefer the first; because 
it enjoins the respective duties of kings 
and people, and prays not only that God 
will enable the king to perform Aw duty, 
but also that be will teach the people to 
honour and obey their king; «'hile the 
second relates solely to those duties which 
are due from the king to his people. 
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The next part of the service, as you well 
know, is a collect with certain portions 
of Scripture, called an Epistle and Gos- 
pel, selected for every Sunday and holy 
day in the year. These collects are all 
of them most beautiful forms of devotion; 
and the portions of Scripture are well 
chosen, and generally contain some of 
the most instructive parts of the Epistles ; 
and the Gospel generally presents us with 
some remarkable parable or miracle of 
our blessed Lord. To go into any thing 
like that particular examination which 
they so well deserve, would lead me too 
far from my present purpose, as would 
also any explanation of that beautiful 
summary of the Christian faith called the 
Nicene Creed, which immediately follows 
the reading of the Gospel. And nothing 
can be finer, than to hear a large congre- 
gation burst forth into this noble con- 
fession of their belief of that Saviour, 
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whose gracious words or merciful works 
they have just heard recited. 

Mary. — Why is this form called the 
Nicene Creed? 

Mrs. V. — It was so called because 
composed at Nice, in Bythynia. For 
300 years after the death of our blessed 
Lord, as you may well believe, my chil.* 
dren, no member of his Church on earth 
ever for one moment dared to breathe a, 
doubt of his divinity; but about the 
year 320, Arrius, a discontented priest of 
Alexandria, either did imbibe a different 
doctrine, or for the sake of acquiring 
popularity, by availing himself of the 
love of mankind for novelty, presumed 
to teach that Christ was not a divine 
person; but though superior to human 
nature, was not a partaker in the Supreme 
Godhead. This dangerous doctrine raised 
great alarm in the Church, upon which 
the Emperor Constantine called a coundl 
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at Nice in 325, where three hundred 
bishops assembled, and unanimously con- 
demned the doctrine of Arrius, and framed 
that creed, which takes its name from the 
place where it was composed. 

Louisa. — Mama, I wish to ask you 
why many people, both in this creed 
and the one in the first part of the Morn- 
ing Service, turn round to the altar when 
they repeat them, if they happen to be 
situated with their backs to it in church? 

Mrs. V. — It is, my love, a very an- 
cient custom, and as it is intended to do 
honour to the glorious Sun of Righteous- 
ness, who arose in the east, ought not to 
be censured as superstitious ; at the same 
time, as it is no where particularly en- 
joined iri Scripture, the omission is not 
to be deemed irreverent or negligent. It 
was the custom of the Jews, during their 
dispersion or absence from Jerusalem, 
when they prayed, to direct their eyes 

H 




toward the holy city, which contained 
the sacred ark and the mercy seat ; and 
|he primitive Christians always addrei^sed 
theiir prayers towards the east, as the 
quarter of the heavens from which they 
esLpected the " day-spring from on high, 
the bright and Morning §tar'* — even oux 
blessed Lord, to re-appear. For this rea*- 
30n our churches are generally built from 
east to west, and the altar placed at tile 
east end. So that, my dear girls, you feel 
no doubt that it may animate the faHh 
and fervour of the pious Christian, to 
think that he is worshipping the God of 
his fathers in the same manner as did tUe: 
saints and good men of old. ^^ - 

-There was once a singular custdm id 
Poland and Lithuania, which is probajbly 
liow. discontinued; at this parti of th6 
Qreed> when the name of Jesus wad pKK 
Eiouilced, for all the nobles to tum to thq 
altar and draw their swords, in tokeu that 
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they were ready to fight to the last extre- 
mity for their faith. 

After this creed has been repeated, the 
sermon follows, and the minister blesses 
the people, — when, I grieve to say, a 
very large portion of the congregation 
generally leave the church ; and the 
little flock of the faithful who remain 
prepare themselves for a pious reception 
of the holy mysteries. And now begins 
the second part of the office, or that spe- 
cial preparation which precedes the con- 
secration of the elements. The minister 
returns to the Lord's Table, and when all 
things are ready commences with reading 
some of the sentences which are selected 
fof the purpose of exciting in the hearers 
a spirit of charity ; for, during their re- 
cital, proper persons are employed in col- 
lecting the alms of the congregation. 
This part of the office is called the Offer- 
tory, because it is now that the ofii 
Hi 
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are made. This cusjbom is certainly apoa* 
tolical, for St. Paul enjoins that ^' onthd 
finst day of the week^ let every one kiy 
by him in «tore, aid God hath prospered 
hiof)/' Our blessed Lord himself gaVe 
alpnis at the Passover, and, seems to ex^ 
pect that the altar should always be ap4 
proached with a gift. This custom con- 
tinued to succeeding ages, as appears by 
the writings of the ancient Fathers, JUsttn 
Martyr^ Tertullian, and others. But in 
these primitive times the ofFerii^ were 
not always in money, but consisted t>f 
bread, wine, corn, &c. These offering^ 
iwere so considerable, that after providing 
a due supply for the celebration of thfe 
Sacrament, the remainder was > divided 
into four parts ; one for the relief of die 
poor ; the second was the bishop's reve- 
aue; the third was appropriated to re- 
pairing and beautifying the church; and 
the fourth was for thewmaintenance of 
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the clergy. When the alms and chari- 
table donations of the congregation have 
been properly collected, they arc brought 
to the officiating minister, who receives 
them with reverence, and places them 
for the present upon the altar, in token 
that we dedicate all that we do for our 
brethren first to God, and that we fulfil 
this duty in obedience to his commands. 
And as our second way of expressing our 
charity is by prayer, we now address to 
hiiH' our supplications for all mankind ; 
because, though our own means of re- 
lieving our fellow creatures must be ex- 
tremely limited, yet can the Father of 
Mercies succour and support all man- 
kind ; and as many may stand in need of 
our prayers, who do not require our almSj 
we proceed to ofi^er up a prayer for Christ's. 
Church Militant here on earth. 

Mart. — What is the meaning of that 
expression, Mama ? 
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Mrs. v. — ^The Church of Christ, my 
. love, — that is, the whole number of the 
faithful, — is generally divided into two 
parts ; the Church Triumphant, and the 
Church Mihtant ; by the latter we mean 
a state of warfare, or those Christians 
who are still alive, and who are maintain- 
ing a' continued struggle against the 
great enemies of their faith — the world, 
the flesh, and the devil ; and whose life 
is thus a constant warfare under the 
banners of their Saviour. By the Church 
Triumphant we mean those Christians 
who have departed this life, after having 
fought the good fight, and who are now 
enjoying the reward of the victories they 
have obtained oyer their spiritual foes* 
Alms and oblations give efficacy to 
i>rayer, — they are the wings on which it 
aaounts to heaven ; and in this prayer fo*' 
ihe suffering Church of Christ, we show 
that our charity extends*where our al^a 
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cannot reach : we commend all man- 
kind to Him who is alone able to save 
all who come to him with faith. In the 
latter part of this prayer, the whole of 
which is very ancient, our wise Reform- 
ers have changed those prayers for the 
dead, which are to be found in the Ro- 
man missals, into a thanksgiving to God, 
for those who have departed in his faith 
and fear, and a supplication that we 
may be enabled to follow their good 
example. 

Louisa. — Do the Roman Catholics 
pray for those who are actually dead? 

Mrs. V. — They do, niy love, in total 
opposition (as it appears to us) to various 
texts of Scripture, amongst which are 
the following; — "As the tree' falls, so 
must it be ; " " Whatsoever thy hand 
findeth to do, do it with thy might ; 
for there is no work, nor device, nor^ 
knowledge^ V»X wisdom, ii^5^ 




104 THE SACRA3IENT Cojvv,.3. 

whither thou goest:" "Behold the night 
Cometh when no man caii \vfirl^;" .with 
many others. This prayer concludes 
with entreating our Heavenly Father to 
"grant our petitions for Jesus Christ!* 
sake, our only Mediator, and Adv.oc?ate." 
I should not have taken notice of. tbi» 
very usual ending to our praygrs, but to 
point out how materially it differs from 
the Romish Mass, from which we derive 
it. This Mass introduce^ the blessed 
Virgin, and other saints whose interces- 
Mon they supplicate, even at the very 
moment when they are about to cele- 
brate the all-sufficient and iperitorious 
death of the one great and only Me- 
diator. 

Mary. — Mama, I did not like to in- 
jterrupt you before, but will you tell me 
rhat is the meaning of oblations ? 

Mrs. V. — ^The word " oblation" means 
a sacrifice, and in this prayer relates to 
the offering of the bread and wine, 
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which are then placed upon the table, i|i 
order to be consecrated, that they may 
serve as lively emblems of the one great 
sacrifice, — even the body and blood of 
our blessed Lord. 

In all the large editions of the Prayer 
Book, we are now presented with two 
eschortations, one of which is to be used 
at the discretion of the minister, on the 
preceding Sunday, or holy day, when he 
announces that the Holy Sacrament is 
to be celebrated. 

Mary. — Which is generally used ? 

Mrs. V. — -In general, the minister only 
reads the first sentence of the first ejs;- 
hortation ; which merely declares his in* 
tention of preparing the sacred feast for 
all those who shall be religiously and de- 
voutly disposed to partake of it. The 
second he is enjoined to read, where he 
sees his fiock in general neglectful of this 
great duty. And certainly nothing can 
be conceived more pious and rational) 
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ttiore persuasive and convincing t^aii 
this invitation. In it, we are courteously 
invited, and earnestly pressed to con^e; 
our scruples are satisfied; our excusesi 
proved to be vain; our duty is made 
evident; and our peril in neglecting it 
most forcibly set before us. The time 
for the actual celebration being now 
come, the Rubric enjoins that, the com- 
municiants being conveniently placed, 
the priest shall . address to them another 
beautiful form of exhortation. In the 
first copies of the Prayer Book, in the 
time of Edward VI., it is farther en- 
joined that the men shall kneel on the 
one side of the choir, and the women 
on the other — a custom still retained in 
some of the more remote country pa- 
rishes. 

The minister in most affectionate terms 
tiow addresses to the flock this gracious 
invitation ; he exhorts them to examine 
^vhether they are in a fit frame of mind 
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to partake of the heavenly feast, and sets 
before them the blessings to be derived 
from a worthy participation of it. 
By our being " one with Christ, and 
Christ with us," is meant, that in a spi- 
ritual sense we shall be more and more 
closely united to our Saviour, even as the 
inembers of the body are united to the 
head ; and that we do from him receive 
those spiritiial jnfluences and gracious 
assistances, by which our souls are in- 
vigorated and refreshed. So essential 
was this heavenly food considered to 
the health of the soul, by the Fathers 
of the Apostolic age, that Ignatius calls 
the Eucharist " the medicine of immor- 
tality ; a preservative that we should not 
die, but live for ever, in Jesus Christ." 
The Apostle, on the other hand, points 
out the danger of an unworthy reception. 
Louisa. — Is not this the passage, 
Mama, which alarms so many persons^ 
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and deters them from receiving the S?i€ra- 
inent ? 

Mrs. V. — It is, my love, and as tho 
expression of damnation has been so much 
misunderstood, it is tp be desired tiiat it 
had been translated (as the same^worij i|j 
in many other places) judgment oijppiir 
demnation, for. it means no. more ; anfl 
this even relates merely to punisbaie©t 
in this life, as the Apostle toeprtsdy f^^^ 
that the soul may be spared in the fi^al 
judgment. This may be collected, ftptn 
the whole of the context ; . afid^ - indeedt^ 
if we read the whole passage, we shall 
see that the. unworthy iieception with 
which St. Paul reproaches ' the Corin-* 
thians cannot be. applicable to Christian 
of the present day. As I have befere 
told you, .the, primitive Christiains mftde 
this Sacrament a part of thqir daily $^^ 
vice, but the Corinthians appear to ^bi^ve 
confounded this heavenly.feast with thmt 
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common meals, and " not discerning the 
Lord's body," presumed to be guilty of 
gr^at excesses. But as we now approach 
the Table of the Lord with humble re- 
verence, and under circumstances which 
render any sort of excess totally impossi- 
ble, it is much -to be regretted that igno- 
rant, or weak-minded persons, should have 
^^ wrested this, with other directions" of 
this great Apostle, to the injury of their 
souls, when his admonitions were solely 
intended for the particular people to 
if^hom they were addressed. 

The feast being now ready, and the 
guests prepared with due instructions, 
the priest, who is the steward of these 
mysteriesi, invites them to *'draw nigh 
with faith;" and that God may accept 
them, he mentions the graces with which 
they should be adorned ; which are, re- 
pentance, charity, and holy purposes. 
Tliat they may possess the first requisite, 
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he invites them to a humble confession 
of their sins, meekly kneeling upon theii; 
knees^ This surely is the posture which, 
best becomes offenders, when suing for 
pardon to the King of Kings. The form 
of confession here prepared for us is 
perhaps as perfect as any thing of human 
composition can be ; and though so gene- 
ral in its terms as to suit all mankind, yet 
it is so particular, that each individual 
feels it comes home to his own bosom^ 
We have, indeed, all " provoked Al-^ 
mighty God, by thought, word, and 
deed ; " and we may all declare that the 
" burden of these sins is intolerable to 
us;" while in the same breath that we 
ask for pardon, we may all, the very best, 
of us, petition that God will be pleased 
to amend our lives for the sake of his^ 
dear Son. This form of confession wa^ 
composed by the Reformers ; the Abso- 
lution which follows is very ancient, aud[ 
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is supposed to have been composed by a 
Pope, 730 years after Christ, and is to be 
found in most of the old Missals, both 
of the Romish, and of other Churches. If 
is now used by the priest with the kindest 
intention of inviting us to approach the 
Holy Table, which the previous confes- 
sion of our unworthiness might deter us 
from doing ; he now, therefore, pro- 
nounces, by the authority committed to 
him, this absolution, which is also a 
befnedictory prayer, and is modelled from 
God's benediction in the 6th chapter of 
Numbers. 

Mary.— I often observe. Mama, that in 
the Morning Service, the lips of many 
people move after the clergyman when 
be is pronouncing the absolution, surely 
this cannot be right ? 

Mrs. V. — It is extremely wrong, and 
can only proceed from ignorance, or 
negligence, and I fear tpo often frorft 
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latter eause,'as you may observe the prac- 
tice iti some who, at least, ought not to 
{)Iead ignorance. This shows the wisd<>m 
bt the Appifetle's advice, to pray with the 
understanding 2L%vfe\\ as with the ^pivit, 
for sdrely no one who exerjted his nnddii- 
staj||ding, would usurp this privtlcge 
which is granted to priests altfnej and 
thus /fJertfWy bestow their absolution 
Upon thettiiselves and their neighbours. 
These mistakes are (as an admirable 
writer on the Liturgy calls them) *^ spdls 
on our feasts of charity," too visible to be 
passed over without just repreheilsion. 
• ' It i's so desirable that the minds Of these 
who are to approach the Holy Table 
should be comforted, and their faith and 
hope strengthened, that the Church now 
presents us with four most " comfort&bW 

I lActs from Scripture, which contain tibe 
very promises upon which the foregoing 

. absolution was founded. And if these 
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senteaces are read with deliberate piety, 
and attended to with humble trust, they 
cannot fail to aoothe the most timid, heal 
the broken hearted, and disperse the 
darkest douds of doubt and of despair. 
Haying now exercised our charity, re* 
pentance and faith, we next proceed to 
the duty of thanksgiving, which is so 
material a part of this sacred office as to 
have given a name to the whole, the 
Eucharist meaning ^'a sacrifice of praise." 
We b^in with lauds, as they are called, 
or anthems, which are purely primitive, 
and nearly as old as Christianity itself, be- 
ing found in the Liturgies of St James, 
Chryisostom, Basil, &c., and the one used 
on every Sunday, when the Sacrament is 
administered, is most sublime and beau- 
tiful. There are particular prefaces in- 
tended for the great Festivals of the 
Church, which very beautifully and ex- 
pressively return our fervqnt thanks for 
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the ^special blessing it commemorates, 
when the whole eongregatipn br?ak forth 
^ into this heavenly hymn, wherein wCiCall 
lipon the choir of angels and archangeis 
to bear a part, and to join with ; us, in 
ascribing all honour, glory, and ;tov€, 
unto the high and undivided Triaity. 
,This hymn is called the Trisagioji,.jor 
thrice holy ; because this epithet '^ thrice 
repeated, and mentally applied, to the 
ithr^ glorious persons in the Godh^d- 
And cold indeed must be the beartt thgit 
does not burn within the bosf^. ?whfeB» it 
finds itself thus privileged to b<0ar a pe^vt 
in those sublime words which have ibeen 
uttered by saints and martyrs upon j^^ith^ 
which Isaiah heard the Cherubitn ^ad 
Seraphim pronouncing before the t]inoste 
tf. God| and which St. John, when* rapt 
p pjpphfetic vision, learned would be the 
r^lestial melody of the armies of heaven 
to all eternity. 
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Having been thus elevated aa it Were 
to heaven, we must remember, my child- 
ren, that, as yet, we are but dust, ind, 
therefore, lest we should be too much 
exalted,* the minister now offers up, in his 
name and ours, a contrite confessioii of 
un worthiness ; and the humble and de- 
vout Christian can no where find a form 

mdre expressive of the feelings of his 

»• • • ■ 

hdart at this moment ; he, therefoite, wil- 
littgly joitis in this prayer to tHe Fathii?r 
bf^all mankind, to have compassion 6n 
%i9 infirmities; to relieve bis neceiisitfei^, 
'iti4 to fiilfil his desires. .1 

: ^ Ilien follows the Consecration Prayer, 
\i4ien tht* niinister is to prepare the iStt- 
*cted elements for their spiritual significd:- 
t\6tL-i anid here we see the superiority of 
io|i>r own Church, X<rhich pretendsr td no 
mystery or miracle. The Romish priest 
pretends that he is working a miracle iu 
converting the elements into the actual 

I 3 
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body of our Lord, and, therefore, stands 
so completely in front of the table that 
the congregation cannot see what he is 
doing ; and in the Greek Church, for the 
same reason, they shut the chancel door, 
or draw a curtain before it. But as our 
.Church pretends to no miracle, nor wishes 
to shroud her offices, either by conceal- 
ment^ or even by the veil of an unknown 
tongue, from her children, she enjoins 
that the priest '^ shall so order the bread 
and wine, that he may with the more 
readiness and decency break the breads 
and take the cup into his hands before 
the people ;'' and as we do not, or ought 
not, to eat our common food, without 
begging a blessing upon it ; how much 
more then ought we to consecrate this 
.blessed food of bread and wine, which 
Christ designed to set forth as tlie em- 
blems to commemorate his death ! My 
children, it is not my intention to eater 
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mto any thing like controversy, or while 
I am endeavouring to instil into youf 
tender minds .a love and veneration for 
the forms of that Church under whose 
government I consider it one of your 
highest privileges to have been born ; I 
do not wish, I repeat, to make any harsh 
observations with regard to those who 
worship the God of their fathers under 
different forms than our own. It is one 
of the blessings for which I daily thank 
my -God, that I was bom a member of 
the Church of England, and early taught 
to love and venerate all her institutions, 
and it is only with a view to excite a 
similar feeling in you, my dear girls, that 
I am now about lo present you with a 
slight sketch of those opinions in other 
Churches, which I consider less admirable 
than our awn. And very slight will the 
sketch be, for I am not qualified, eitliCT 
by information or inclinatioUi to 
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into any deep ipivestigation connected 
with a difference in religious opinions. 

The form of consecration in the primi- 
tive Christian Church was a repetition of 
the history of the institution, together 
with prayer to God, that he would sanc- 
tify the elements of bread and wine by 
his Holy Spirit, and make them to become 
the body and blood of Christ, by altering 
not their nature and substance^ but 
their qualities and power ; and by exalt- 
ing them from the simple elements of 
bread and wine, to become types and 
symbols of the body and blood of Christ, 
and efficacious instruments of conveying 
to worthy receivers all the benefits of his 
death and passion. This doctrine is so 
■plain, so rational, and so consistent with 
the whole Scriptural account of the 
transaction, that we can scarcely con- 
ceive how the strange and incomprehen- 
sible doctrine of transubstantiation ever 
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came to be engrafted upon it Indeed, 
my children, the, whole of thia doctrine 
is so mysterious in itself, and so difficttU 
to be understood, that I almost despair of 
being able to give you a clear account of 
it. The Roman Catholic then, believes, 
that after consecration Jesus Christ, .God. 
ajiid man, is truly and substantially cpA^/ 
taincd under the outward appeara;nce of 
bread and wine, which substances, as being; 
then the actual body of the Lord, are 
)Torfehy of adoration, and , th6y atflfect ^tp 
triumph over the Protestant, because hJ^ 
notion of the Sacrament, say they, cftiv: 
notibe supported without haying Tpcour§f!^. 
to figure and metaphor. The following 
passage is a canon of that Council whig}} 
established transubstantiation, and is^ 
thus translated * by a zealous Roman Q^^ 
tholic : " If any man shall say, th^at in 
the blessed Sacrament of the Eucharist 
the substance of the bread and wine re- 
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mains along with the body and blood of 
our Lord Jesus Chvist, and shall deny 
that wonderful and singular conversion 
of the whole substance of the bread into 
the body, and of the whole substance 
of the wine into the blood, the appear- 
ances of the bread and wine only remain- 
ing^, which conversion the Catholic 
Church calls transubstautiation, let him 
be anathema." Let us, my dear children, 
thankfully congratulate each other that 
the wisdom and piety of our Reformers 
have rescued our Church from the tram- 
mels of a doctrine so repugnant to a 
sound and rational faitJi, and that they 
have restored this prayer of consecration 
to the best of alt patterns, viz. that given i 
us by the blessed Author of the institu- 
tion himself. I 
The first marginal direction in the ■ 
prayer, as it now stands, is, that the 
priest shall take the paten into his hand. 
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lif^BV.— What is a paten, M^im,} 
Mr$. v.— rThe paten is the plate on 
whi^b the bread is laid. The cMriginal 
woatdypatenaf signifying a broad open 
plate. In the early ages of Christianity, 
when, the worshippers of our JLord did 
not abound in worldly rit^s, the sacral- 
mental bread was frequently laid on a 
plate. ibrmed. of twisted osiers^ or wood. 
Aboutt ^0 years after the death of Christ, 
plates fonned of glass began to be used ; 
but it dots not appear to be woner thah 
the ninth century, that the Church wa^ 
wealthy enough to substitute gold amd 
silver vessels for the use of the altar* 
Tl)e cup which contains the sacramental 
wine, is called the chalice, and in the lives 
of 45ome of the early Popes frequent 
mention is made of the greater and 
smaller chalice ; in the former the wine 
was consecrated, and in the latter, which 
were thence called ministerial cups, th6 
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wine ; was . administered to the people ; 
another proof that the withholding the 
wine from the laity is an innovation of 
recent date. These chalices werejat first, 
like the paten, made of wood, afterwards 
of glass, and, lastly of more costly:, 
materials. The chalice wajs probably 
composed of glass in the time of St. 
Athanasius, as his enemies accuse him of 
having broken one in a fit of passion. It . 
appears that our present custom of break- 
ing the bread into small pieces, was the 
practice of the earliest Church; apd-is 
surely more in accordance with our Sa- 
viour's own. act, and more significan(t of 
his body being broken for ns, th^pa the 
Roman Catholic mode of delivering: an 
entire wafer to each communicants The 
priest .is then, in a similar manner^ to tajce 
illie cup into his hands, and declare unto 
TOe people how it is consecrated to the . 
mystical washing away of sin. 
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The Rubric then enjoins that he shall, 
himself, receive it in both kinds, and then 
proceed to deliver the elements, first to 
any clergymen who are present, and then 
to the congregation in general. This last 
direction, I believe, is understood to re- 
late only to such clergymen as are present 
in an official capacity, and not meant to 
include any private clergyman who may 
form one of the general congregation. 
The form of words used at delivering the 
sacred elements, by the steward of God's 
mysteries, consists of three particulars ; 
1st. Of instruction, declaring that they 
are about to receive the body and blood 
of Christ ; 2dly . Prayer, desiring that this 
reception of them, "may preserve the 
body and soul unto everlasting life ;" and, 
Sdly. a direction as to what we are to do, 
"to take, eat," or " drink this," in remem- 
brance of Christ's death, and to lift up 
our hearts with pious gratitude for all 
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the benefits which that death has confer- 
red upon us. The ffrst part of these 
sentences is very ancient, the rest iS 
added by our Church, and the whole it 
an excellent paraphrase upon our Lord'i 
own words at the original institution. 
The Rubric orders that the minister shall 
deliver the bread into the hand of thd 
communicant, for which practice we havtj 
the concurrent testimony of the ancient 
writers ; but after the doctrine of trati- 
substantiation had been received by the 
Church, the priest put the wafer into the 
mouth of the communicant, lest any part 
of the body of Christ should be wasted 
or lost, and for fear any part of the blood 
should be spilt, the cup was entirely with- 
held from the laity. The people are en- 
joined to receive these sacred elementi 
kneeling, and surely no posture can bft 
too humble when we are to receive a paii 
don, which is to deliver us from deafft 



< 
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eteri^. The members of the Presbyte- 
rian Church of Scotland receive sitting, 
and are apt to reproach us with idolatry, 
and a retaining of Romish superstitions^ 
for kneeling ; but it is curious to remark 
that the only person in the Christian 
world who receives the elen^ents in that 
posture, beside themselves, is the Pope 
himself. It has also been supposed that 
the first person who introduced the cus- 
tom of sitting at the holy feast into the 
Churchy was Arrius, who, as I have told 
you, first denied the divinity of our blessed 
Lord) and thought it " no robbery to be 
cquaVwith Christ," and to sit at his table. 
4nd surely no one who firmly trusts in 
the divine nature of his only Saviour 
would take for his example this enemy of 
his faith. When each person lias com- 
municated he should return to his seat, 
that he may not prevent the approach of 
others to the altar, and may there employ 
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his time in devout prayer and meditatioa; 
assistance for these exercises, he will find 
in many excellent publications intended 
for that purpose. When all have com- 
municated, the priest is directed to cover 
what may remain of the sacred elements 
with a white linen cloth, supposed by 
the ancient writers to be an imitation of 
the act of Joseph of Arimathea, For 
which reason it is called by Latin au- 
thors corporal, because it was wrapt 
round the body of Christ; and there is 
an order of Eusebius, in the year 300^ 
that this covering " should not be made 
of silk, purple, or dyed cloth, but of fine 
white linen, like that in which our Lord 
was buried." 

We are now arrived at that part of thi 
service which is called the Post Commu^" 
nion. 

Our Saviour concluded tliis sacred 
feast with prayers and hymns, and it is 
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most fit therefore that the Church should 
follow his example ; and we very pro- 
perly begin theise devotions with the words 
of Him ** who has given power to as 
many as receive him, to become the sons- 
of God :" for which reason we may pre- 
sume^ upon good grounds, to call God 
Dur Father, and to address to him the 
prayer- which his blessed Son has taught 
us. 

Then^ follows the sacrifice of the holy 
Eucharist, or the offering up of the sacri- 
ficfe of praise and thanksgiving, which 
the priest now addresses to Heaven in the 
name'of all present, entreating God to 
kccept thd offering or sacrifice of our- 
selves, our souls and bodies, to his ser- 
vice; ' ' The meaning of which is, that as 
he no longer requires the sacrifice of 
bulls and of goats, as under the law, so 
we How offer to him a more acceptable 
sacrifice; and after pleading the meriti 
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of the one great sacrifice which we have 
just commemorated, we next presume to 
dedicate all the faculties of our souls, and 
all the powers of our bodies, to obey his 
commandments, and to do his will. 

For the help of devotion, the Church 
presents us with another form, whiclx 
may be used at discretion, and which 
is also a very beautiful thanksgiving 
prayer. 

Then follows that beautiful and an- 
gelical hymn, part of which angels sung 
at the birth of Christ, and which we very 
properly humbly imitate when we cele- 
brate the completion of those inestima- 
ble blessings which his birth was in- 
tended to convey to the sons of men. 
The first part of it is of heavenly origin, 
the latter part is ascribed to Telesphorus, 
about the year 139, and the whole hymn, 
with very slight alteration, is to be found 
in the very oldest forms of devotion now 
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extant, and is frequently mentioned by 
Chrysostom as a part of the communion 
service. We are told that our Lord him- 
self and his apostles sung an hymn before, 
they went out after the feast of the Pass- 
over ; and when our hearts are warmed, 
with fervent gratitude for all the benefits 
we have just had forcibly brought before 
our memory, we can find no words better 
calculated to express the feelings with 
which our souls are overflowing. We 
may say of this divine hymn, what 
Bishop Home tells us the ancient He- 
brews remarked of the J 45th psalm, 
that " He could not fail to be a child of 
the world to come, who would repeat 
this psalrn three times every day;" After 
this hymn, the priest, or bishop, if he is 
present, is directed to dismiss the people 
with a blessing, which benediction is pe- 
culiarly the province of the minister 
highest in dignity present, according to 

K 
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the apostle's injunction, "the less i^ 
blessed of the greater," — which blessing 
should be listened to with reverence by 
th^ people, who are by no means to re- 
peat it after him, as I am sorry to say too 
many do, from the same ignorance or in- 
attention to which I alluded when we 
were speaking of the absolution. This 
solemn and affectionate form of dismis- 
sion is taken principally from Holy Writ ; 
an^ the minister of Christ, in pronouncing 
it, prays that the " peace of God," which 
can alone make us happy here, and bless 
us hereafter, "may keep our hearts and 
minds," our judgments and affections, " in 
the knowledge and love of God;" and 
that every blessing of the Holy Trinity 
may be distributed amongst us, and re- 
main with us always. 

I think, my dear girls, 1 have now 
said enough to give you a general idea of 
this most sublime and important service, 
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for though the following collects, which 
may be used or not, at the discretion of 
the minister, are admirable, — they are, I 
think, most frequently introduced before 
and after the sermon, — and in this way 
you are well acquainted with them ; and 
the concluding rubrics are more fitted as 
directions to the clergy, than to the con- 
gregation in general. Do you think you 
understand the nature of this holy rite ? 

Louisa. — I trust I do, dear Mama,, 
and when I have carefully studied these 
other works which you have given me> 
I humbly hope I may accompany dear 
Papa and you to the altar on Sunday 
next, not entirely ignorant of the duties 
I shall then more firmly pledge myself to 
perform. 

Mrs. V. — God bless you, my dear 
child, and enable you to keep all your 
good resolutions. 
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CONVERSATION IV. 

ON THE FORM OF SOLEMNIZATION 

OF MATRIMONY. 



MRS. VERNON — LOUISA — MARY. 

Louisa, — What a very interesting ser- 
Tice is the form of matrimony ! I am not 
sure that I ever read it before, and cer- 
tainly never heard ijt performed, till at 
my cousin's wedding to-day. May I 
ask you, dear Mama, to give us an ac- 
count of its institution and forms, in the 
same manner as you have already de- 
scribed to us the Sacraments and rite of 
Confirmation ? 

Mrs. V.-^Willingly. 

That the holy state of matrimony was 
instituted by God, is evident from the 
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two first chapters of the Bible. Whence 
it came tp pass, that among all the dei- 
scendants of our first parents, (thie nume- 
rous inhabitants of the different nations 
of the world,) there has been some reli- 
gious way of entering into that state, ip 
consequence and testimony of ita being 
a divine institution. Both in the Greek 
and Latin churches, offices were drawn 
up in the earliest times for the religious 
celebration of this holy ordinance ; but 
being afterwards mixed with many su- 
perstitious rites, our Reformers thought 
fit to lay them aside, and to draw up a 
plainer and graver form, an^. one more 
agreeable to the usage of the primitive 
Church. Mankind ig ni^turally incline<^ 
to society, and the bond of all society if 
marriage,'— that dear and hqly tie, which 
includes within itself all the charities of 
life. 
. Mary,— What you have just said^ 
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Mama, reminds me of a passage in Mil- 
ton, which I read to you lately, — may I 
repeat it ? 

Mrs. v.— Certainly. 

Mary (reads). — 
" Hail ! wedded love ! mysterious law, true 

Of human offspring! sole propriety 

111 Paradise of all things common else ! 

By tliee, adultrous lust was driv'n from men. 

Among the bestial herd to range ; by thee, 

Founded in reason, loyal, just, and pure 

Kelations dear, and all the charities 

Of father, son, and brother first were known," 

Mrs. v.— Marriage for this reason 
ought to be made sacred and adopted 
into religion, because it is the interest of 
mankind to pronounce it inviolable. 
Wherefore our Church appoints that 
none but a lawful minister shall tie these 
bonds; for God himself married the first 
man and woman, and every similar cove- 
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nant is made to him, and the minister is 
God's representative to take their securi- 
ties, and to bless the parties in God's 
name. Sdly, Our Church allows no 
clandestine marriages, for she orders that 
tlie bans, or decree of matrimony, shall 
be published on three successive Sundays 
before the marriage be celebrated. Sdly, 
For still better security against clandes- 
tine marriage, the Church orders that the 
ceremony shall take place in the day 
time ; for those who intend honestly and 
honourably need not shun the light. In 
some ancient offices it is desired that the 
bridegroom and bride should be fasting 
when they made this religious vow in 
God's presence; and some of the ol4 
canons also set apart various seasons of 
the year as improper for marriage. These 
customs are now abolished. 4thly, That 
this holy rite may be still more solemn it 
is expressly required that the marriage be 
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celebrated in the churcli, the place of 
(ictrt's special presence, before whom they 
ninke this religious covenant; and the 
sacrcdiiess of the place, it is hoped, will 
miike the parties more careful in observing 
it. And for tlie better assurance of this, 
it is enjoined to be done in the presence 
(iC their fiicnds and neighbours, who 
ought to be there to testify their consent, 
Hud to join with the priest in prayers for 
n blessing on the union. For this end 
OHi Church has provided a most proper, 
pious, and judicious form ; consisting, 
J St, Of the preparation or instruction of 
the whole congregation, and the charging 
of the parties to declare all known im- 
pedinicutH. 2dly, The solemnization, by 
asking their mutual consent, joining their 
Uftuds, pliglitiug tlicir tioth to each other, 

kming it by tlie pledge of a ring, 
the priest's pronouncing his bene- 
jvcr the parties. Sdly, The con- 
L i 
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-elusion of the office, by praises in thj^ 
psalms, by prayers in the collects, an4 
finally, by instructing them in their duty 
out of the Word of God. Having given 
you, my children, this short summary of 
th€ office of matrimony, I will proceed 
to comment upon the different partii of it 
more at large* 

LouisA.-r-Mama, will you tell me first 
what is the exact meaning of the word 
bans ? I always thought a ban meant 
rather an interdict. 

Mes. v.— xlt has been frequently used 
in that sense, but the word ban, I find^ 
upon looking into the subject, (for I do 
hot profess to understand any of the 
ancient languages,) is derived from a bar- 
barous Latin word, bannum, bandum, or 
from bannire, and may signify any kind 
of edict or proclamation. It came. into 
use about the seventh or eighth century, 
when the Latin tongue was vitiated by 
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an admixture with various barbarous na- 
tions of the North, such as the Gothic, 
Teutonic, and Gaulic languages. Before 
any person can be lawfully married, it is 
necessary that the bans, or declaration 
that it is their desire to be so united, 
should he published in the church for 
three successive Sundays, and in the pre- 
sence of the whole congregation, at the 
end of the second lesson in the morning 
service. There is, however, a provision 
made, that bans may be published in the 
evening service when it is not the custom 
of the parish to have the service in a 
morning. 

Mary. — Is this ever the case, Mama ? 

Mrs, V". — It is in some country pa- 
rishes, where perhaps the same minister 
has to serve several churches in the samd 
day. 

This care of the Church to prevent 
clandestine marriages is as old as Christi; 




I 



nt I 

i 



Conv.4. ON MATRIMONY* 139 

anity itself. For TertuUian tells us^ 
that in his time all marriages were con- 
sidered clandestine and unholy which 
were not published before-hand in the 
church ; and by several ancient constitu- 
tions of our own Church, the very plan 
we now pursue, of declaring the bans on 
three following Sundays, or holy days, 
was enjoined. 

Mary. — But it is only poor people 
who are now-a-days married by bans. 

Mrs. V. — It has become customary for 
persons of a higher order to be married 
by license, as it is called, or by special 
permission from the Archbishops, who can 
grant these licenses in their respective 
provinces; but this equally prevents 
clandestine marriage, as a license cannot 
be obtained unless the parents consent, 
or the parties declare themselves upon 
oath to be of age. It makes no change 
in the office of administration of matri- 
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1 he can authorize parties to marry 

■y place, and at any hour. 

puiSA. — I am surprised that any one 

pld wish to avail themselves of such a 

nissiou, for certainly the very feeling 

: you are iu the house dedicated to 

Ijionour of God, and the idea that you 

Ipronounciug your vows at His altar, 

; inevitably enhance the awe and 

niiity one should wish to experience 

) important an act of one's life. 

19. V. — -I quite agree with you, my 

; nor is this the only instance 

■ticb fashion leads her votaries to act 

position Id the good old customs of 

•-e-b tilers. 

IMMliment having been previously 
'>«i^bric directs that on the 
J be married 
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mony ; and any circumstance which 
would impede or retard the ceremony 
after the bans had been thrice pubHshed, 
would operate equally for suspending 
compliance with a Ucense if similar rea- 
sons occurred. In England marriage may 
now be celebrated at all seasons of the 
year, and upon any day ; but it can only 
be performed at a particular time of the 
day, between the hours of eight and 
twelve in the forenoon, which is an addi- 
tional provision against clandestine mar- 
riage. 

Maiiy. — But, Mama, I have often seen 
in the newspaper accounts of marriages 
performed in piivate houses, and in the 
evening. ; 

Mrs. V. — Yes, this is not an unfrequent , 
custom amongst the very highest ranks 
of society ; and is rendered lawful by a 
special license, as it is called, granted by 
the Archbishop of Canterbury alone, by! 
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which he can authorize parties to marry 
m any place, and at any hour. 

Louisa. — I am surprised that any one. 
should wish to avail themselves of such.a 
permission, for certainly the very feeling 
that you are m the house dedicated to 
the honour of God, and the idea that yoa 
are pronouncing your vows at His altar, 
must inevitably enhance the awe and 
solemnity one should wish to experience 
at so important an act of one's life. 

Mrs. v.— ^I quite agree with you, my 
dear child ; nor is this the only instance 
in which fashion leads her votaries to act 
in opposition to the good old customs of 
our fore-fathers. 

No impediment having been previously 
declared, the rubric directs that on the 
day appointed, the persons to be married 
shall come with their friends and neigh- 
bours into the body of the church. It 
was formerly the custom for the coupl^ 
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who were to be united to be placed at the 
church door, where the priest used to 
join their hands, and perform the greatest 
part of the matrimonial service. There, 
by the ancient law of the realm, the 
espousals were made, and the man en- 
dowed the woman with the portion or 
settlement which he had before assigned 
to her, and which was thence called " the 
dower at the church door." This custom 
is alluded to by one of our oldest poets, 
Chaucer, whose works, thbugh not fit for 
the perusal of young persons, contain 
much curious information concerning the 
manners and habits of our fore-fathers : 
speaking of one of his characters, called 
the Wife of Bath, he says : 

" She was a worthy woman all her live. 
Husbands at the church-dore had she had five»'' 

The Greek Church prescribes that the 
** bridegroom and bride shall come into 
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the temple, and there stand before the 
sacred doors." But when our Church was 
reformed the Rubric was altered, and the 
whole ceremony ordered to be performed 
within the church, that it might be the 
more conveniently witnessed by the con- 
gregation. The parties are to be attended 
by their friends and neighbours, who 
ought to attend on the solemnity to wit- 
ness and to pray for blessings on it. It 
is not improbable but the friends here 
mentioned may mean such as the an- 
cients used to call paranymphs, or brides- 
men : some traces of which custom we 
may find to be as old as the days of Sam- 
son, whose wife is said to have been given 
to his companion, which companion is 
called, in the Septuagint version, by a 
Greek word signifying bridesman. And 
that bridesmen were in use among the 
Jews in our Saviour's time is clear from 
several passages of Scripture, particularly 
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the 2.0tli verse of the 3i'cl chapter of St. 
Johu — " He that hath the bride is the- 
britlegroom, but the friend of the bride-> 
groom which standeth and heareth hira, 
rejoiceth greatly because of the bride^ 
groom's voice." From the Jews ther 
fore the custom was derived by thft 
Christians, and at one period of Church 
history, it was considered a necessary' 
part of the sacred solemnity. Our Church' 
however neither recommends nor forbids' 
it, but leaves it, as it is in fact, as a mat- 
ter of indifference. And I, my chiW 
dren, have only dwelt upon it, as it i* 
amusing to trace the customs of different 
people and other times than our o 
The remaining part of the Rubric con-* 
cerns the position of the parties, whom' 
it orders to stand, "the man on the right 
hand, and the woman on the ]eft," In 
an old office called the Salisbury Manual- 
it is thus worded, '.' the woman shall stand 



Conv. 4. ON MATRIMONY. 145 

on the left hand of the man ;" for which 
it gives this quaint and fanciful reason, 
that the first woman, Eve, was taken out 
of the left side of Adam. The true rea- 
son probably is, that the right hand being 
the place of honour, it was assigned to 
the man, to denote that he is the superior 
or head of his wife ; it has thus been con- 
sidered amongst all Christian churches j 
but amongst the Jews the woman is 
placed on the right side of her husband, 
in allusion to that expression in the 45th 
Psalm, " On thy right hand shall stand 
the queen," &c. which has always been 
considered, in its primary sense, as an 
epithalamium on the marriage of Solomon 
with the daughter of Pharoah, though 
its splendid sublimity plainly indicates 
that it soars far above any earthly union, 
but must be a prophecy of the eternal 
marriage of Christ and his Church, and 
which it is the highest honour of all 

L 
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earthly marriages to typify or shadow \ 
forth. 

In order to check all light and fooHsh 
mirth, which thoughtless and inconsider- 
ate persons are sometimes inclined to m-,, 
dulge in, even on the most solemn occa- 
sions, the office hegins with a grave and 
awful preface, which represents the action 
we are about to be of so divine an origin 
and of so high a naturCj that those per- 
sons must be most weak, silly and devoid 
of shame.who cannot lay aside their levity 
on so serious an occasion. It tells us 
that our blessed Lord himself conde- 
scended to adorn and beautify this holy 
estate by his presence, and we may infer, 
that innocent festivity at proper season^ ■ 
is not unbecoming the character of al 
good Christian, since Christ himself was ' 
pleased to honour a wedding with his 
company, and even performed a miracle 
that the harmless cheerfulness of the 
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guests should not fail for want of a ne- 
cessary supply of wine. The venerable 
and eloquent Bishop Hall thus remarks 
upon this subject, — " The first public 
miracle of the Saviour of the world 
graceth a marriage. It is an ancient and 
laudable institution, that the rites of ma- 
trimony should not want a solemn cele- 
bration. When are feasts in season, if 
not at this main change in our state, 
wherein the joy of obtaining meets with 
the hope of further comforts ? He that 
made the first marriage in Paradise, be- 
stows his first miracle on a Galilean mar- 
riage. How honourable must be that 
state of wedlock, when the Son of God 
thus pkases to honour it ! Happy is that 
wedding where Christ is a guest !" 

The Minister having asked the congre- 
gation if they are aware of any impedi- 
ment why the contracting parties should 
not be united, turns to the parties them- 

l2 
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selves, and in the most solemn manner 
charges them to declare if they know of 
any reason why the marriage should not 
proceed, on the penalty of living together 
in perpetual sin. And here we cannot 
but admire the wisdom and piety of our 
Church, in the especial care she has taken 
to prevent unlawful and unholy mar- 
riages of every kind ; not only by a va- 
riety of previous forms, but at length at 
the very altar by this most awful arid 
solemn charge; and surely that con- 
science must be utterly seared which 
could hear unmoved those tremendous 
words, if it were aware of any just cause 
which would render the union unlawful. 
No impediment being alleged, we pro- 
ceed to the marriage, the first part of 
which was called the Spousalia, or Es- 
pousals, and frequently preceded the 
marriage by some days, and had its dis- 
tinct and peculiar ceremonies. But in 
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our office both forms are united. The 
Priest first asks the mutual consent of the 
parties, as the friends of Rebeccah asked 
her consent, before they sent her away 
to Isaac. .The man, therefore, is asked 
whether he will have the woman to his 
wedded wife; and the woman whether 
she will have the man to her wedded 
husband ; and that they may better know 
the conditions of the covenant they are 
about to enter into, the Minister enume- 
rates their respective duties. The man 
is, in the first place, " to love his wife ;*• 
and it is mentioned first, because if he 
has this affection it will render all his 
other duties easy, it being no severe task 
to perform good offices to those we love. 
Secondly, he must *' comfort her," which 
is what St. Paul means by ** cherishing," 
and implies, that he must support and 
comfort his wife under all the infirmities 
and sorrows to which the delicacy and 
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tenderness of her sex render her particu- 
larly liable. Tliirdly, he is " to honour 
her;" for though she is pronounced by 
Scripture to be the " weaker vesselj" yet 
she is not to be despised for those un- 
avoidable weaknesses which God has 
been pleased to annex to her formation, 
but rather respected for her usefulness to 
man. Fourthly, he must keep her in 
sickness and in health, or afford her every 
necessary and comfort consistent with 
his station, in all conditions. Lastly, he" 
must consent to " leave all others, and 
be faithful to her alone ;" and this cau- 
tion is added to prevent those dreadful 
scourges of society, adultery, polygamy, 
and divorce. As there is no difference 
in the duties of man and wife, so are the 
terms of the covenant the same, except 
that the woman is to promise to obey and 
serve her husband. Nor is this a dif- 
ference of man's devising, but is ex- 
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pressly ordered by God himself, who in 
every passage of Scripture, where he en- 
joins the man to love his wife, also com- 
mands the wife to be obedient and 
subject to her husband ; and it is clear 
that the comfort and good order of so- 
ciety depends in a great measure on the 
rule. Tbeir duties now being Jaid before 
the parties, if they feel that they can con- 
scientiously undertake them, they are to 
answer " / will" And never can these 
words be uttered on a more solemn occa- ' 
sion than the present, for if either party 
now draw back, after having repeated 
them, they will have many witnesses of 
the falshood, even God and his angels, 
as well as the minister and congregation; 
therefore let them be pronounced with 
all possible gravity, and for ever observed 
with all possible sincerity. ; 

The minister now asks, " who giveth 
this woman to l>e married to this man 2'* 
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the antiquity of which custom is evident 
from the frequent phrase in Scripture of 
" giving a daughter to wife." The foun- 
dation of the practice seems to be a care 
of the female sex, which is always sup- 
posed to be under the protection of a 
father or guardian. It is also suited to 
the modesty of the sex, by showing that 
the woman does not seek a husband, but 
is given to one by her parents and friends. 
This idea is no doubt derived from the 
nuptial rites of the Romans, in which the 
bride was to be taken by a kind of vio- 
lence from her mother's arms ; and when 
she came to her husband's house, she was 
not to appear to cross the threshold wil- 
lingly, but was to be carried over by 
force. There is, however, a deeper and 
more sacred meaning, and one more 
suited to a Christian people, which is, 
that the woman is to be given by her 
father, not direct to the bridegroom, but 
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to the minister, in token that the father 
resigns her up to God/ and that it is God 
who by his priest now gives her in mar- 
riage; that as the Almighty provided 
Adam with a wife, he in like manner con* 

• 

fers the same blessing on his servants to 
the end of time. Then follows the join- 
ing of hands, which is a very ancient 
ceremony, and has been used in all ages 
of the world in contracting friendships, 
and confirming covenants of every kind. 
Among the Persians and Assyrians raar-f 
riage was thus contracted ; it was also in 
use among the Jews, and was from them 
adopted into the Christian church. Se- 
veral variations crept in with other super* 
stitions of Romanism, which are only 
worthy of remark as matter of curiosity ; 
for, as Dr. Johnson sensibly remarks,; 
" concerning superstitious ceremonies, it 
is vain to conjecture, for what reason did 
not dictate, reason cannot account for," 
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Of this nature is a command in the Ma- 
nual of Salisbury, to which I have be- 
fore alluded, " that if the bride had not 
been married before, she should have her 
glove off; but if a widow, it must be 
kept on." The hands being united, the. 
parties are to repeat after the minister 
that beautiful vow, which is for ever to 
bind them together in all circumstances 
and in all situations. 

Louisa. — Ah, yes! dear Mama, after 
the ceremony was over, my cousin told 
me, the words of the vow so exactly de- 
scribed her feelings, that it would have 
been impossible to have fOjUnd words 
more expressive of what she wished to 
say. 

Mrs. V. — ^They do indeed most fully- 
express the sentiments which two persons 
really and properly attached to each other 
must feel, at the moment when they are 
dedicating their future lives to promote 
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their mutual happiness; and viewed in 
every light, as a mutual stipulation, it is 
most explicit and full: it comprehends 
whatever is essential to any contract, and 
what adds to its beauty and excellence is 
its plainness and simplicity. The sense is 
so clear that it cannot be mistaken by 
the most common capacity, or most un- 
educated person : and though some have 
objected to the quaint and obsolete terms 
in which it concludes, I own I am one 
of those who think the v,ery antiquity of 
the phrase adds to the solemnity of it, as 
being the very same in which our ances- 
tors have been accustomed to exchange 
their vows. The old English expression, 
to give, to plight, or to pledge troth or 
truth, is equivalent to the Latin ^^Jidem 
darcy' which is adopted in the ancient 
canon law, and signifies to promise faith- 
fully. But besides the invisible pledge 
of fidelity, the man is directed to deliver 
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a visible, pledge, which the Rubric di- 
rects shall be a ring, which he is to place 
upon the fourth finger of her left hand. 
For the retention of this ancient rite, 
though so very simple and innocent in 
itself, we have been frequently censured ; 
but only by those who oppose their own 
affected singularities to the universal 
usage of the Christian church, as well as 
to the early practice of all civilized na- 
tions. The use of the ring in the mar- 
riage cbntract was probably derived from 
the ancient way of expressing esteem for 
any person by giving him a ring. The 
ring was anciently used also ^s a signet 
or seal, and therefore the delivering a ring 
to any person denoted that he was re- 
ceived, as the confidant of secrets, the 
partner of councils, and sometimes the 
sharer of property, and was thus a very 
proper gift in marriage. Thus when 
J^haroab set Joseph over the land of 
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Egypt, he took a ring from his hand, and 
put it upon that of Joseph. Tertullian, 
whose opinions I have so often quoted, 
says the ring should be of gold ; which 
being the noblest and purest metal, and 
continuing longer uncorrupted, is the 
best emblem of the generous, pure, and 
durable affection which ought to subsist 
between married persons ; and the form 
of it being round, the most perfect of all 
figures, and always used by the ancients 
as symbolical of eternity, was understood 
to imply, that conjugal love should have 
no end. 

Mary. — I think I have heard, as a 
reason, why the ring is placed upon the 
fourth finger of the left hand, that a vein 
from that finger runs direct to the heart. 

Mrs. V. — There is such an idea preva- 
lent, and a very ancient one it is, though 
I believe entirely founded in error, it was 
universally believed amongst the ancient 
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Romans, whose married women always 
wore a ring upon that finger, from the 
notion that this vein would more directly 
convey to the heart that affection, of 
which the ring was the pledge. I believe 
we must seek a less romantic, though more 
probable reason upon this principle, that 
the left is the less active hand, and the 4th 
finger being the least exposed, the ring is 
less liable to accident on that finger than 
on any other. The ring before it is placed 
on the finger of tlie woman, must first be 
laid on the book, in token that we conse- 
crate all that we have to God the true pro- 
prietor, before we presume to use them our- 
selves. The man then receiving the ring 
again from the Priest, puts it on the 
woman's finger, and holds it there, while 
he repeats after the Priest, that he weds 
her with the ring, worships her with his 
body, and endows lier with his worldly 
goods, in the name of the Trinity. The 
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second clause in this sentence has been 
objected to our church by her adversaries, 
as if she had committed a great crime, 
in obliging the bridegroom to make an 
idol of his bride, and to declare in the 
most extravagant strain of compliment 
that he worships her. But this imputa- 
tion is entirely owing to the want of duly 
considering the meaning of the old English 
word " worships' which signifies merely 
an honourable regard, and which may be 
seen in the address, still in use to magis- 
trates, and persons in a certain rank of 
life ; " Your worship," " the worshipful," 
&e. It only means that she is to have a 
share in all his honours and dignities, 
all of which, with his own person, 
he makes over to her in the honorable 
and worshipful way of a wife. However 
as the word is now understood in a dif- 
ferent sense, it would perhaps have been 
as well to have altered it, and it seems, 




160 ON MATRIMONY. 

that at a review of our Liturgy after the 
restoration of Charles II. there was a pro- 
posal to change it for honour; but why 
the alteration was omitted does not 
appear. And now the covenant heing. 
finished, it is very requisite that a blessing 
be desired upon it. Even the heathens 
looked upon the marriage contract as in- 
complete, if it were not accompanied by 
sacrifice; and therefore Christians surely 
cannot omit to call upon the divine Ma- 
jesty on the like occasion. In the old 
manuals of York and Salisbury there were 
prayers for blessing the ring, and sprink- 
ling it with holy water in the form of the 
cross ; now any attempt to give holiness 
to an inanimate substance, was at best 
but a conjuration or charm, therefore our" 
office, while it retains some of the senti- 
ments and expressions used in these bene- 
dictions, has wisely transferred the blessing 
from the ring to the parties themselves, 
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As an example of matrimonial fidelity, our 
Church recommends that of Isaac and 
Rebekah, who were probably selected, as, 
Isaac was the only patriarch who had not 
a plurality of wives. The minister, then 
joining the hands of the newly married; 
pair, shall pronounce them to be man and 
wife in the name of the Trinity ; he declares 
that those whom God hath joined together 
no man may put asunder ; he then pro-; 
npunces upon them one of the most 
beautiful forms of benediction that ever 
was composed : it is drawn up in imita- 
tion of the blessing prescribed by God 
himself in the Book of Numbers, The 
first marriage celebrated in Paradise was 
concluded with a blessing, and the exrf 
ample has been universally folio wed by the 
Christian Church. Tertullian observes, 
that the " blessing of the Church sealed 
the marriage; " and this was thought so 
important a part of the uuptial rites> that 
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the older forms of the celebration of 
matrimony were called, " the order for", 
blessing the espoused." 

Whatever is necessary for the validity of 
the marriage being now complete, accord- 
ing to the Rubric, the minister and clerk 
are said to go to the Altar, in order to 
recite the Psalms appointed, it being sup- 
posed that the marriage itself has been 
performed in the body of the Church, but. 
s now the custom, except in some very 
few instances, to perform the whole 
ceremony from the beginning at the Altar. 
Psalms and hymns become the celebration 
of nuptial rites. The time of marriage 
was always accounted a season of joy, and 
was generally attended with songs, music 
and dancing. Solomon's spouse waj 
brought to him with joy and gladness; 
and in the nuptials of the Gentiles nothing 
was more usual than minstrels and mu- 
sical instruments, hymns to Hymen, and 
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epithalamiums; but these being expres- 
sions of a less holy mirth than is becoming 
to Christians, the Church has chastened 
our joy, by choosing holy Psalms for the 
expression of it, in obedience to the direc- 
tion of St. James, who says, *^ is any 
merry ? let him sing Psalms." For the 
sake of variety, we are presented with 
t\yo, but as the first appointed, the 128th, 
is clearly an epithalamium, or nuptial song 
and was so used by the ancient Jews, it is 
the one generally read upon such occa- 
sions. The Psalm ended, to the foregoing 
acts of praise are added supplications and 
prayers, chosen from the Psalms, and put 
into the form of responses, that the 
assembled friends may show their love to 
the parties by publicly joining in them. 
After the versicles and responses, follow 
three prayers to be used by the Minister 
alone.; the 1st being a prayer for spiritual 
ble^^ings; the second for the temporal 
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blessing of children ; and the third, which ■ 
is of greater antiquity than either of the 
preceding, beseeches God to grant that 
the parties may perform the duties of 
tlie state they have just entered upon: 
that tlic man may love his wife, according 
to the command of God; and that the 
woman may be loving, faithful, amiable, 
and obedient. It concludes with a re- 
quest for both, that they may enjoy 
temporal blessings, and everlasting hap- 
piness. Last of all there is added a bless- 
ing, the words of which have an evident 
respect to the preceding prayer, which was 
offered up upon such excellent grounds, 
antt with so very great a probability of 
success, that the Minister may venture to 
pronounce and insure it to the parties, if ' 
they are but properly prepared to receive- 
it. If there be no sermon, declaring the 
reciprocal duties of man and wife, the- 
minister is desired by the Rubric to read 
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an exhortation, with some passages from 
the writings of St Peter and St. Paul, 
in which the duties are most clearly set 
forth ;. and the Kubrick further enjoins all 
new married persons to receive the holy 
communion, as soon as possible after their 
. marriage, in order to confirm their v6ws 
.to each other, by that blessed sacranient, 
-and to bind themselves more strictly to 
their sacred duties. i 

. Ix)uisA.— What you have now told us, 
dear Mama, has deepened the impression, 
jf possible, which this most solemn cere- 
mony made upon me this morning, when 
I heard it so impressively and beautifully 
read by our friend Mr. Beverley. I then 
thought I was particularly interested from 
the deep sympathy I felt for my dear 
cousin, but I now see the service is ex- 
cellent in itself, and admirably adapted 
to the occasion for which it is designed. 
Mks. v.— It is indeed, my dear, and 
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happy would it be for society if all per- 
sons would observe the admonitions of 
God and the Church, and enter into this 
holy state like Christians indeed. The 
venerable TertuUian thus expresses hinr- 
self : " I know not which way I should be 
able to show the happines of that wedlock, 
the knot whereof the Church doth fasten, 
and the sacrament of the Church con- 
firm." 

You may now, my dear girls, go and 
walk with your governess, for I shall be 
engaged with your father for the rest of 
the afternoon. 



CONVERSATION V. 



VISITATION AND COMMUNION 
OF THE SICK. 



Mrs. V. — My dear girls, having given 
you some account of the office of ma- 
trimony, I am very ^eady, if you wish it, 
to go on and give you a similar description 
of the rest of the forms and ceremonies 
pf our Church. ^ , , 

. Louisa. — Oh ! dear Mama, you cannot 
oblige us more. ^ . 

Mrs. V. — Well then,, my children, a 
more melancholy subject now claims our 
attention, I mean the visitation of the sick. 

And when we feel how full of accident 
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F and casualty is the world in which wc^ 



live ; how often, in the words of the great 
poet of nature, " The funeral baked meats 
do coldly furnish forth the marriage 
. tables ;" and how often 

" When we ordain'd festival, all tbiugs 
Turn from their office to black funeral : 
Our instruments, to melancholy bells ', 
Our wedding cheer, to a sad burial feast; 
Our solemn hjmns.to sullen dirges change; 
Our bridal flow'rs serve for a buried corse. 
And all things change them to the contraries." 

I think, my children, we cannot but 
admire the wisdom of the Reformers of 
Our Church, who have placed this melan- 
choly office immediately after that of 
matrimony. It was the custom amongst 
some of the emperors of the east, to 
chuse the stone for their sepulchre on the 
very day of their coronation ; and it might 
moderate some of the exuberant and 
thoughtless mirth sometimes felt at the 



J 



Conv.6. VISITATION OF THE SICK, l6^ 

marriage ceremony if the parties, by cast- 
ing their eyes on the vpry next office ii^ 
the Prayer Book, would read the useful 
lesson, that the very next page iu the 
book of , life may be one of trial and 
calamity. We are \^eU aware that nd 
age or sex, no state or condition, can pre- 
serve us from this commpn lot of man- 
kind ; so that when any person falls sick; 
it is the duty of all those in health tq 
remember them in their prayers, and to 
comfort them by their presence andsym-» 
pathy whenever such visits are proper. 
The duty of visiting the sick is frequently 
recommended, both by the Old and New 
Testament, and God's approbation pro- 
mised to those who practise it. But if 
this is the duty of all, it becomes in an; 
especial manner the duty of the clergy 
to attend upon and comfort the sick 
members of their flock ; and no conscien-^ 
tious pastor would willingly miss sq 
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favourable an opportunity of making a 
bappy impression. For wben we are laid 
upon a sick bed, this world, with all its 
temptations, joys, and sorrows, recedes 
from our view; and heaven and futurity 
become present with us. We see all our 
past actions in their true colours, and 
listen without reluctance to that advice 
from our minister which before we either 
neglected or despised. In the first Rubric 
preceding this office, the sick man, or his 
friends, are enjoined to send notice of his 
sickness to the minister of the parish, in 
obedience to the command of St. James, 
" if any be sick, let them call for the 
elders of the Church." The sick man 
ought certainly to pray for himself, and 
his friends should also pray for him ; but 
we cannot expect such efficacy from their 
prayers, as from those who are especially 
commissioned by Heaven to offer them 
up in his behalf. Now as though God by 
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the mouth of his Apostle commanded 
prayers to be made, yet as he did not 
prescribe any form, our Church, in pur- 
suance of the practice of other Churches, 
has composed a form or office, the fullest, 
purest, and most perfect now extant in 
the world. It begins, 1st, With suppli- 
cations to avert evil, in the salutation and 
short litany; 2dly, Prayers to procure 
good things, in the Lord's prayer and the 
two collects; Sdly, Exhortations and 
directions to the sick man " to forgive" 
freely, to give liberally, to do justice in 
settling his estate, and to confess his sins 
humbly and ingenuously to God in the 
person of his minister ; 4thly, Consola- 
tions, in the absolution, the prayer to 
God to confirm it, in the 7 i st Psalm, and 
in the concluding benedictions. 

Mary. — Mama, St, James, in that 
chapter to which you have alluded, de- 
sires, that the sick person should be 
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anointed with oil ; is that custom quite 
given up? 

- Mrs. V, — It is abolislied in our re- 
formed Churcli, but scrupulously retained 
by Roman CatholicSj who have converted 
it into a sacrament, and have added many 
superstitious observances to the original 
custom. 

Louisa. — What do you suppose was 
the Apostle's intention in giving that 
direction? 

Mrs. V. — In order to understand the 
Apostle's meaning I must inform you, 
my children, the practice was customary 
among the Jews, and it was, therefore, 
very natural that St. James, when writing 
to " the twelve tribes which were scat- 
tered abroad," and giving them instruc- 
tions for the treatment of the sick, should 
advise the elders of the Church to use 
an application of oil to the sick- person. , 
you must have observed in various part*- 
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of the New Testament that the Apostles^ 
and even our blessed Lord himself, often 
sanctioned well-known customs amongst 
the Jews, by adopting the use of them 
into his purer religion, as I before re- 
marked to you in treating of baptism. 
It appears that the Apostles followed the 
example of the Jews in anointing the 
sick with oil, as St. Mark mentions it 
when he relates the circumstance of our 
Lord sending out the twelve with power 
to heal. We are not to suppose, however^ 
that the oil itself could produce the 
effect ; but was only used by the Apostles 
as a significant symbol of the healing in- 
fluence of the Holy Spirit, and we cannot 
doubt but that the miraculous power 
resided in themselves alone, as the gift of 
Him who sent them to enlarge his king- 
dom upon earth by every possible means. 
Louisa. — I wonder why the Roman 
Catholics retain the custom, as they can- 



r 



174 VISITATION OF THE SICK. Conv.S, 

not now suppose any miraculous effect of 
healing can follow, and there is nothing 
in the oil itself which can cure a sick 
person. 

Miis. v. — So fai- are they from expect- 
ing any such effect, that they never usa 
the oil till the person is thought past all 
hope of recovery, and is at the very point 
of death, from which circumstance it is 
called extreme unction. When the 
Church of Rome was convinced that this 
holy oil, as it was called, had no efficacy 
in curing diseases of the body, tliey con- 
cluded that it might have some wonderful 
effect in saving the soul. Therefore 
about the twelfth century it was con- 
verted into the form it now wears in the 
Romish Church, and was exalted into a 
sacrament, and applied, not for the re- 
covery of the bodily health, but to cleanse 
the soul from its sins, and to prepare it 
for the next world. To this end they 
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not apply the unction to those parts of 
the body whiqh were the seat of the dis- 
order, but to the eyes, ears, mouth, hands, 
and feet, as the organs or instruments of 
sin. This custom had become so uni- 
versal, and was considered of such infinite 
importance, that in the infancy of the 
"^Reformation those wise men who under- 
took the task, with admirable kindness to 
the tender consciences of men, did not 
entirely abolish the custom, but contented 
themselves with modifying the practice, 
and then left it to the option of the sick 
person as to whether it should be used or 
not. But by degrees men's minds became 
reconciled to these changes, and in the 
second renovation of the Book of Com- 
mon Prayer, the whole ceremony of 
unction was entirely omitted. I now 
proceed to give you an account of our 
office for the sick. The minister on 
entering the house uses a beautiful and 
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venerable form of salutation, saying | 
"Peace be to this house, and to all who i 
dwell in it." It is the very salutation our 
Lord directed his Apostles to use upon 
similar occasions, and the sense of the 
words is remarkably well adapted to the 
occasion. Peace signifies all outward 
blessings, and consequently includes 
health. When Joseph enquires after the 
health of his father, Jacob, in the 43rd 
cliapter of Genesis, in our translation we 
read, that he asked, " Is your father well ?" 
but the text in the original Hebrew 
nieans, " Is there peace with your father?" 
When, therefore, a family is visited 
with sickness and distress, nothing is more 
likely to afford them comfort than this H 
affectionate salutation from a faithful H 
pastor ; they should, therefore, receive it 
with thankfulness and joy, and welcome 

Lthe ambassador of Heaven, who in the 
hour of affliction visits their dwelling fl 
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with promises of health and salvation^ 
Being come into the sick man's presence, 
he then offers up supplications, or a short 
litany, as it is called, in which he entreats 
God not to remember the sins of our fore- 
fathers, nor our own, to avert from us 
ev^n temporal evils, if it be his good 
pleasure; but, at all events, to save us 
from " eternal death." The persons pre- 
sent then join in beseeching the blessed 
Trinity to have mercy on them, using 
the very words which always prevailed 
with the great Physician of soul and 
body during his abode on earth : " Have 
mercy on us" was the prayer of the two 
blind men ; the woman of Canaan, and 
the father of the lunatic offered the same 
supplication. And though our Saviour 
is now " gone up on high," yet as we 
know he " has received gifts for men," 
and that " his ear is not hardened that he 
cannot hear," we may still with confidence 
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crffer Up the same prayer. Having thus 
prayed against evil, we now petition for 
those good tilings of wliich the sick man 
may stand in need, and very properly 
begin with the Lord's Piayer, which is 
most suitable for a state of trial, as it ex^ 
presses perfect resignation to the will of 
Heaven. Then follow some short versi- 
cles and responses, in which all who are 
present are to join with the priest, in 
behalf of the sick, who must, no doubt, 
derive great comfort from witnessing the 
united devotions of those who are pro* 
babiy the dearest friends lie has on earthj 
ascending for his welfare to the throne 
of Heaven, After this the minister col 
lects the requests of the people into two 
prayers ; in the first he begs that while 

LEhe sickness remains, it may be rendered 
easy to the sufferer, by a continued 
supply of heavenly comtbrts. And in 
tlie second, he proceeds further to beg 
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that the correction may be so sanctified 
that, whether it end in life or death, the 
sick man may derive advantage from the 
affliction. 

Louisa. — Mama, I think I have heard 
this prayer introduced into the Sunday 
service when a sick person desires to be 
prayed for. 

Mrs. V. — You have, my love ; some 
clergymen use it in the way you mention, 
atid a very beautiful and affecting prayer 
it is. I believe it is always so used in 
the Episcopal Church in Scotland. Its 
form has been altered since the first 
revision of the Common Prayer Book at 
the Reformation. The prayer then en- 
treated that, as God had healed "the 
mother of Peter's wife, the servant of the 
centurion, and as he had by means of his 
Angel preserved Tobit and his daughter- 
in-law, Sarah, so he would visit and heal 
the sick person then present." But as 
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these cures were strictly miraculous, 
they could not be applicable to later 
times, and were, therefore, very properly 
omitted. 

Now follows an admirable form of ex- 
hortation, which is to be addressed by 
the minister to the sick man, in obedience 
to the advice of the Apostle, " to be 
ready to teach and to exhort, both in 
season and out of season ; " and surely no 
time can be so seasonable as when the 
heart of the patient is softened by suffer- 
ing, and his fears too probably alarmed 
by the approaching view of eternity. 
This pious form will be still more vener- 
able in your eyes when I tell you it is in 
substance exactly, and in words nearly 
the same, as one composed for the pur- 
pose in an ancient Council more than 800 
years ago. The first part consists of 
instructions as to who is the author of 
our trials and afflictions; the gracious 
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purposes for which they are sent; the 
manner in which we ought to bear them^ 
and the blessing to us which will arise 
from bearing them properly. And here> 
if the patient be very ill and weak, the 
minister may take leave of him with a 
blessing; but if he is able to bear a 
longer course of instruction, the minister 
goes on to examine in the first place, 
"Whether he repents him truly of his 
sins ? " For as all have sinned, and stand 
in need of repentance, the minister can 
give him no good hope of comfort till he 
is satisfied in this point. 2dly. Whether 
he is in " charity with all the world, and 
can forgive from his heart all who hav^ 
offended him ?" There is no one duty 
more strongly enforced in the Gospel, 
both by the precepts and example of our 
blessed Lord, than this duty of forgive- 
ness* Every act of his blameless life, 
and the closing scene of his agonizing 



182 VISITATION OF THE SIGK. Conr.ft'^ 

death, most afFectingly preached this 
doctrine; and in tlie prayer he taught be 
has made it tlie condition of our accept- 
ance with God. Aud if forgiveness is 
a virtue fitted for every circumstance of 
life, surely it is more than ever necessary 
when we ourselves are probably about to 
appear before the bar of Divine justice, 
laden with innumerable sins. 

But besides a readiness to forgive 
others, the sick man must be prepared to 
ask forgiveness of those whom he has 
offended, and if he has injured them in 
any manner, he must endeavour to re- 
compense them to the utmost of his 
power. 

Zaccheus was not honoured by the 
visit of our Lord till he had declared his 
intention of making ample restitution 
wherever he had defrauded or oppressed. 

3dly. The next branch of Christian 
charity to which the sick man must be 
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urged is liberality, to the poor. But be«- 
fore he is exhorted to this it is necessary 
he should know what is his own. It may, 
therefore, be right to advise him to look 
into his afFains, to make a will, if he has 
hitherto neglected that necessary duty, 
and to make such a just and impartial dis* 
tribution of his property as may prevent 
jealousy, quarrelling, and it may be law- 
suits, amongst his family and relatives 
\^lien he is gone. It may be considered 
in the present age that these matters 
scarcely fall under the clergyman's pro- 
vince, and probably in the higher ranks 
of life his interference is not necessary, 
but in the middling and lower classes a 
little kind and judicious advice is often 
well applied on these subjects. The 
Church in ancient times was so persuaded 
of this, that in a law passed in Coavoca- 
tion, in the y^ar 1936, aU persoQs are 
forbidden to make a will except in the 



presence of a priest, and it is to be feared 
this custom was too often abused by the 
enrichment of convents and monasteries, 
to the injury of families. Even on the 
subject of leaving money for charitable 
purposes, I am of the same opinion with 
one of the best and most charitable of 
men — a man ^vho it is at once the pride 
and pleasure of my life to have known, 
though I was too young when he died to 
have appreciated the benefit of his society 
so fully as it deserved. 

Mary. — Oh ! we know him too, for I 
am sure, Mama, you mean Mr. Stevens. 

Mrs. V. — You have guessed right, 
dear girl, and you do know him well 
from having read repeatedly the most 
interesting memoirs of him, written by 
Mr. Justice Park. It was his opinion^ 
that as charity was entirely a personal 
virtue, it should be exercised during life, 
and by leaving your property away from 
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your relations, you prevented them from 
exercising this grace themselves, and of 
proving themselves good stewards of 
God's blessings. After this advice respect-' 
ing his private and secular affairs, the 
sick man, according to the Rubric, is now 
" to be moved to make a special confes- 
sion of his sins, if he feels his conscience 
troubled with any weighty matter." 

Louisa. — I think, Mama, I have heard 
that the Roman Catholics consider fre- 
quent confession to a priest necessary, is 
it not so ? 

Mrs. V. — It is, and they require it not 
only as a duty, but have advanced it to 
the dignity of a sacrament. It is gene- 
rally called the Sacrament of Penance, 
because the auricular confession to the 
priest of every sin the penitent can call 
to mind, is followed by penance, ordained 
by the priest as an expiation for the 
offence. These penances are of various 
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kinds besides fasting and alms ; they are_ 
frequently varied by repeating a certain 
number of ave-niarias (or prayers to the 
virgin), pater-nosters (or the Lord's 
prayers), and credos (or creeds), and 
sometimes by wearing a hair cloth shirt, 
giving oneself a number of lashes, with 
other superstitions too numerous, and 
some of them too absurd to mention, but 
all involving the unscriptural doctrine 
that we can, by torturing our bodies^ 
atone for the sins of our souls, and thus 
detracting from the one great and " only 
sacrifice, oblation and satisfaction for the 
sins of the whole world"^ — I mean ouP 
blessed Saviour Jesus Christ. VerydiflFer-r 
eut is the practice of the Church of 
England in this particular. She has freed 
confession from tlie abuses of the Romish 
Church, and reduced it to the primitive 
plan ; she neither calls it a sacraipent, npp 
requires it to be constantly used; but 
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two cases she advises her children to have 
recourse to their ow^n immediate pastor, 
or to some other learned and xiiscreet 
minister of God*s word, and open his 
grief to him. The first of these is, if a 
man wishes to present himself at the 
Table of the Lord, and yet feels in his 
conscience unfit so to jdo ; but by thus 
having recourse to the appointed ambassa-^ 
dor of heaven, he may have his mind set 
at rest by godly advice and counsel, to 
the quieting of his conscience, and the 
avoiding all doubt and scruple for the 
future. The other case is, when the 
awful king of terrors is making his ap- 
proach, and the heart of the sick man 
sinks back appalled at his presence ; the 
minister can more effectually assist him 
in his last struggle with this inveterate 
foe, when he knows the particular sin 
which has armed the tyrant with his most 
terrific sting. For this reason then, 
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though our Church, during the season of 
health, leaves it to the discretion of lier 
children as to whether they will be satis- 
fied with 3. general confession to God and 
the Church ; yet when sickness overtakes 
them, she advises that they be then 
"moved to make a, special confession of 
theii' sins to a priest, if they feel their 
consciences troubled with any weighty 
matter," After the sick person has made 
a special confession of his sins, " the 
priest is to absolve him, if he humbly 
and heartily desire it." 

Louisa. — Has not this form of absolu- 
tion been objected to as too absolute? 

Mrs, V, — You are right, my dear, but 
I think the objection arises from the 
cavillers not having understood the sub* 
ject. Our best ecclesiastical writers have 
explained it variously. Wheatley lean* 
to the supposition that this form of abso- 
lution is intended merely to release the 
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penitent from the Church censures, to 
which the crimes he has just confessed 
may have rendered him hable. And he 
is confirmed in this opinion from the cir- 
cumstance of the next collect, continuing 
to pray earnestly for pardon and forgive- 
ness, which could not be necessary if he 
had been absolutely pardoned and for- 
given by God, by virtue of the absolution 
just pronounced ; and as the priest farther 
offers a special request to God to preserve 
and continue him in the unity of the 
Church, it certainly gives some colour to 
the supposition, that the absolution was 
pronounced to restore him to its peace. 
Archbishop Seeker coincides in this 
opinion. The form is very ancient, and 
consists of two parts : the one entreating 
for pardon, the other dispensing it ; and 
in the adoption of it we cannot but ad- 
mire the prudence and humanity of her 
Reformers. The piety and humanity of 
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the Church would not refuse to her 
dying members the comfort of absolution, 
very full and authoritative in its form ;. 
and her prudence, with equal caution, 
has placed many limits to the frequent 
use of it. Before it is pronounced, the 
sick person must first declare his faith. 
in all the articles of the Christian faith; 
2dly, That lie repents him truly of all his- 
sins; and lastly, that he is in perfect, 
charity with all men. The minister must 
examine whether he is a true penitent 
and sincere believer; and we know that 
God himself pardoneth and absolvetlvall 
such persons. The form itself 
guarded as any indicative form can he, 
and in the wording of it declares, that*.] 
remission of sins is granted only to thi 
true penitent believer, and, therefore, by 
implication, if the sick person feels him- 
self to be that true penitent, he under- 
stands that he is receiving the pardoa 
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md absolution of God, by the mouth of 
his duly authorized servant. Before the 
Reformation this power left with the 
ministers of the Church was ascribed to 
St. Peter, and to him was the first part of 
the prayer addrdlssed, but this was of 
course altered by our Church as blasphe- 
mous and superstitious. ' 

After the absolution, the priest prays 
to Grbd to ratify the act, and to bestow 
on the patient the comforts of religion. 
The 71st Psalm then follows, which most 
beautifully expresses the sick man's hopes 
and desires, and at the same time sup- 
ports his faith, exalts his love, upholds 
his patience, and revives his hopes. 
Almost all the Churches of Christendom 
have agreed in selecting this psalm for 
this particular office. 

It now being probable that we are 
about to take a last farewell of the dear 
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brother or sister now about to depart, we 
do it with a most comprehensive and 
affecting blessing. The first is directed 
to God the Son, to obtain pardon for sin 
by his death and passion. The second is 
a blessing in the name of God the Father, 
intended to procure the defence of his 
Providence. The last is an address to 
the whole Trinity ; wherein, that the sick 
person may be safe in life and in death, 
we commit him unto God's gracious 
mercy and protection, "who is able to 
keep him from falling, and to present 
him spotless before his throne," praying 
that God the Father may bless him with 
all good, and preserve him from all evil ; 
that God the Son may be gracious unta 
him in the pardon of all his sins; and 
that God the Holy Ghost may give him 
that sweet peace of conscience which 
will fill him with joy in life, support his. 
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steps through the gloomy valley of the 
shadow of deathy and finally be his pass- 
port to realms of everlasting day. 

Louisa. — Many, many thanks, dear 
Mama, for this and all your other kind- 
ness. If I am ever seriously ill, it will 
be one of my most earnest wishes to be 
accompanied in this beautiful service by 
some kind and pious clergyman. But as 
I am sure you must be completely fa- 
tigued, we will not allow you to talk any 
more just now. So good bye, dear Mama, 
for the present 
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BURIAL OF THE DEAD. 



Mits, Vernon. — My dear children, I 
have now given you some account of the 
form which our excellent Church has 
provided for us, in which we may oflfet 
up our prayers to Heaven for those dear 
friends who are stretched upon the bed 
of pain and sickness ; but as we know 
that prayers for their recovery cannot 
always be successful; "that it is ap- 
pointed unto all men once to die," we 
must with resignation submit to the will 
of that " God in whose hands are the 
issues of life and death ; " and having wii 
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pious awe committed the spirit to him 
who gave it, it becomes the duty of sux* 
vivors to dispose of tiiepdiiihing bcxiyi; 
by performing decently aid rdigiously 
the rites of sepulture. Since our last 
conversation, I have been employing 
myself in looking into several books upoa 
the subject, and I have been so n^uoh 
interested in the relations I have met 
with of the various modes in which those 
rites have been performed in different 
^es, and among different nations, that if 
you think it will not fatigue your atten- 
tion, I am tempted to lengthen, the ^ntro* 
duction, if I may so call it, to our o\^a 
most beautiful . and . xeligious form of 
prayer on this solemn occasion^ by giving 
you some account of these Ancient cere* 
monies. 

Louisa.— I cannot express how truly 
grateful we feel for all the trouble you 
giye yourself in thus collecting informar 
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tion for our benefit, and, surelj', the least ■ 
we can promise in return is our earnest 
and undivided attention. 

Mrs. v.— It is impossible for any per- 
son at all conversant with the ancient 
writers, either sacred or profane, to doubt 
that the religious care, and decent disposal 
of the bodies of the dead, has always 
been esteemed one of the most sacred 
duties of society. The Book of Genesis, 
the oldest extant, informs us with what 
pious care the funerals of Sarah, of 
Abraham, of Isaac, and of Jacob, were 
performed by their nearest relatives. 
Nay, I cannot omit reminding you of 
another beautiful trait of the affectionate 
kindness of the Patriarchal manners to 
old and faithful servants, for in the 35th 
chapter of Genesis we read, that the most 
respectful funeral rites were performed 
for Deborah, the nurse of Rebekab, and 
tliat a tree was planted to mark the spot 
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where slept this faithful attendant of all 
her mistress's fortunes. Even by the 
Heathens the burial of the dead was 
esteemed a divine institution, and a law 
of the immortal Gods. 

Louisa. — Who were the first heathen 
people of whose funeral rites we have any 
account? 

Mrs. V. — I believe this honour is due 
to the Egyptians, who were the posterity 
of Ham. They were the first cultivators 
of idolatrous worship and superstition 
after the flood ; they were also the first 
who asserted the immortality of the soul, 
but they disfigured this belief with the 
monstrous supposition that the soul mi- 
grated into all kinds of animals, and thus 
did penance for 3000 years, when ft 
Returned into the human body. It was 
for this reason that they were so careful 
in embalming the body, an art now nearly 
lost, at least, the perfection to which it 
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had beeni brought by the Egyptians ia 

now uinknown. 

Maey. — Are not the famous pyramitfc 

supposed to be the burial places of the 

Egyptians ? 

Mrs. V.' — They are so, and remain as 
vast monuments of the wealth and splen- 
dour of the people of Egypt in those early 
ages, though, from the almost incredible 
magnificence and cost of these stupendous 
structures, we may reasonably suppose 
ttat these people were more solicitous 
about their tombs than tlieir houses. 
Interment, or depositing the body in the 
earth, is certainly the most natural, and 
seems to have been the most ancient and 
general method of disposing of the dead. 
And even in Greece, which appears to be 
the country where burning the dead was 
first practised, burying was of higher 

k antiquity. Before they disposed of the h 
body, anoint the Greeks, it had to ua- H 
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derga sey^ral stnuage ceremonies. A piece 
of monfif Mwi placed in the mouth of 1k^ 
deceased, and a dake, compcied of fkior 
and honey, in the hand; the flrst,^as-thfe 
iee to Charon for ibnying him over thi 
inibmal tiver ; the odier^ aa a btibe ta 
the Idmree-Beadbd dog^ Cerberus^ the! sup^ 
posed door*kfieper, or guardian of )iio 
entrance to hell. When burning the 
body had superseded burying it^ tke:de4 
ceased was placed on the funeral pile^and 
while dtktt; whole was consuming^ thtf 
fiiends stood round, pouring forth liba^ 
tions of wine, and calling on thedeceasedi 
The bones oc ashes were afterwards cq14 
lected and placed in costly urns and 
vajses; and if the person was of rank and 
wealth, feasts of many days continuaoi^e 
W€^ frequesitly held in hoitour of his 
memory. 

Lotjis^ik«^--Dkl. the andent Romans 
bury or bum thcii deid ? 
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Mrs. V.^ — ^The earliest histories we 
jjossess lead us to suppose that inteiment 
was at first universal amongst them. 
Indeed, the wcll-knowu Sylla was the 
first person of rank in Rome whose body 
was burned. He had deluged the streets 
of Rome with the blood of innocent 
citizens, and among other enormities, had 
violated the tomb of Marius, whose body 
he caused to be dug up and thrown into 
the river Anio, Dreading, therefore, that 
iiis countrymen might be induced to 
retaliate, and treat his dead body with 
indignity, he gave orders that it should 
be reduced to ashes. From that period 
the custom of erecting a funeral pile be- 
came general among the Romans, but by 
no means universal. 

The rites which preceded the final 
ceremony were even more numerous 
among the Romans than among the 
Greeks, but are not of a nature to require 
us to dwell upon them at present. 
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Mary. — Dear Mama, we should prefer 
having some account of the customs of 
the English before they were converted 
to Christianity. 

Mrs. V. — It is not very easy to collect 
any really authentic history of the pro- 
ceedings of the ancient Britons with 
regard to any of their religious ceremo- 
nies; because the Druids (who as you 
know were the priests and ministers of 
religion in those early times,) were so 
jealous of their mysteries becoming gene- 
rally known, that they kept their peculiar 
doctrines as private as possible, and 
instead of committing them to writing 
for the benefit of posterity, they were 
transmitted by oral tradition ; and it was, 
therefore, a principal part of the educa- 
tion of those youths who were intended 
for the priesthood, to commit to memory 
the doctrines and ceremonies^ of their 
religion. Almost all the information we 



SOfl BURIAL OF T^E DEAD. Oddt. &. 

possess upon this subject has been derived 
from a minute examination of those terj* 
curious places of sepulture which have 
been discovered in various parts of the 
British isles, and whicb are called Bar- 
rows or Cairns. Some of these tumuli 
appear to have been family burying places,' 
and to have contaiued many stone coffinai 
placed in tiers ; and I have read an ac- 
count of a very curious one which waS 
opened some time ago in Dorsetshire^ 
which affoi-ded very interesting ground 
of speculation to the antiquarian and the 
scholar. 

Louisa. — Will you be kind enough to 
give us an account of it ? 

Mrs. v. — On opening this barrow^ 
which was two hundred feet in circum^ 
ference, and twelve feet in height, there 
were found, a little beneath the surface 
a. number of burnt human bones, and, 
likewise, the bones of various kinds of 
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animals, smaU pieces af metal, witli othei 
8ubstance&* In the centtt of the barrow, 
ftbout four f^et from the surfaceman entice 
skeletcm was founds lyii^g in the posture 
6f a person asleep. These circumstances 
lead us to the dreadful conclusion that 
&e ancient Britons sacrificed their cap*^ 
tives^ and even domestic animals, to the 
manes of their illustrious dead. Aod 
liiis supposition is fully confirmed by the 
writings of Richard of Cirencester,, a 
learned Monk of the fourteenth century, 
whoiset topDgiaphical description of Bri-- 
tain is very curious,. and received as very 
authentic. He says, ^^ the funeral cercH 
monies of the ancieJit Britons were very 
magnificent; all things which they prized 
during life^ even arms and &vourit6 
animals,^ wei^e consumed in the funeral 
jnle raised to the honour of the departed 
duef,^ in pideir that they u^ght be ready 
fef Ins iffie wl^ hb fiunt ahould reach 
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tlie land of shadows : while, to appease 
the discontented manes, human victima 
(either slaves or captives taken in battle) 
were frequently enclosed in cages, made 
of basket or wicker work, and consumed 
alive in the devouring flames ; while their 
cries and shrieks were drowned by the 
shouts of the savage multitude, and thff 
melodious swell of the Druids' harps, to 
which they chaunted verses in honour of 
the mighty dead." 

Mary. — Oh, dear Mama, how very^ 
dreadful ! I can scarcely bear to think of 
such horrors; what'barbarous savages theyi 
must have been ! 

Mrs. V. — Indeed, my love, humanp 
nature when unsoftened by the mild jn* 
fluence of Christianity, is too prone td' 
cruel barbarity, and wild and savage a$ 
we are apt to suppose the ancient Britonai 
must have been in the dark ages wheO' 
such acts were perpetrated, it is curiouj 
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to observe that the Grecians, who were 
certainly the most polished people of an- 
tiquity, indulged their feelings of revenge, 
when any of their chiefs were slain in 
battle, in an exactly similar manner. If 
you, my love, will go and bring Pope's 
Homer, I will show you a description 
of the funeral rites which took place 
in honour pf Patroclus, the friend of 
Achilles. 

Mary. — ^^Here is the book, Mama. 

Mrs. V. — The whole account is very 
long, but you may read this passage. 

Mary. — (reads.) 

" While those deputed to inter the slain, 
Heap with a rising pyramid the plain^ 
A hundred foot in lengthy a hundred wide^ 
The growing structure spreads on every side ; 
High on the top the manly corse they lay. 
And well-fed sheep and sable oxen slay : 
Achilles cover'd with their fat the dead, 

. And the pil'd victims round the body spread. 
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Then jar« of faottey, and of fragrant oil. 
Suspends around, low bending o'er the pile. 
Four sprightly coursers, with a deadly groan. 
Pour forth their lives, and on the pyre are thrown, j 
Of nine large dogs, domestic at his board, 
Fall two, selected to attend their Lord. 
Then last of all, and horrible to tell. 
Sad sacrifice ! twelve Trojan captives fell ; 
On these the rage of fire victorious preys. 
Involves and joins them ia one cominoQ blaze." 



Louisa. — It is indeed most curious to 
trace such very similar customs in people 
so far removed from each other, and so 
different in almost every other respect as 
were the G recians and the early inhabi- 
tants of Britain. Pray, Mama, is it not 
supposed that Stoneheiigc is a funeral 
monument ? 

Mrs, V. — That stupendous monument 
of antiquity has excited the wonder of 
the learned for many ages, and has been 
the fruitful subject of much controversy 
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49d kamed disquisitioii. The first writer 
?wfap motions it, Geoffry of Moomoutb^ 
jsupposes it to have heen raised by; the 
enchanter. Merlin, to commemorate the 
fate of 460 Britons, who were murdered 
by Hengist, the Saxon. A later writer, 
Polydore Virgil, says it was erected by 
the Britons as a sepulchre for Aiirelius 
Ambfosius; while others have asserted 
that it was raised in honour of Boadicea, 
the famous British Queen. Howeyer, 
my children, all this being foreign to our 
priginal intention, as well as mere matter 
of conjecture, I will proceed to mention 
a people whose early history is, more 
knowA, and far better authenticated; I 
ip^n the ancient Jews, whose funeral 
tites were very splendid and expeni^ive. 
}t ^appears ^that the custom of burying 
th^. body was universal amongst them; 
though, there are a few passages in our 
translation of the Old Testament, which 
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might lead us to imagine it was occasion- 
ally burnt; for instance, in the 3lBt 
chapter of 1st Satftuel, and the 6th of 
Amos. But upon comparing these texts 
with others, and above all, I am told, the 
original language justifies the idea, that 
the burning there alluded to was the burn- 
ing of aiomatic spices and odours around 
the dead body, which was an honour they 
usually performed to their kings, as we 
find in the l6th chapter of 2d Chronicles, 
" And when Asa died, they laid him in a 
bed which was filled with sweet odours, 
and divers kinds of spices, prepared by 
the apothecary's art ; and they made a 
very great burning for him." It waS 
also customary on the death of any per' 
son, for the friends and relations to rfinH 
L or tear their clothes in token of affliction, 

I which custom is now faintly imitated by 

W the modern Jews, who on similar occasiorii 

I cut off a small piece of their garment. 
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Mary. — Do not you think, Mama, it 
is very unnecessary to waste large sums 
ofmoney in burying the dead. 

Mrs. V. — Any lavish or extravagant 
expensje, merely to gratify the pride of 
survivors, is certainly unnecessary and 
wrong ; but this does not apply to a de- 
cent regard to the memory of those 
whom it has pleased God to take from 
us. The description of our blessed Lord's 
funeral, and his high commendation of 
the woman who had prepared 300 penny- 
worth of spikenard for his burial, has 
always been considered an encourage- 
ment to Christians to bestow respectful 
funereal rites on deceased friends. And 
surely if common sense told the Heathen 
that it was proper to take a respectful 
care of the dead. Christians should not 
neglect those bodies who were once dedi- 
cated to Christ in baptism^, were the 
living temples of the Holy GJ 
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the good fight with faith and patience, 
and are now laid down to slee|> in the 
Lord, till in the last day tlieit- scattered 
dust shall be reunited, and fashioned like 
the glorious body of their grefat Redeemer- 
Tliese considerations bring me, my child- 
ren, to the account I purposed giving 
you of the funeral customs of the early 
Christians. 

Immediately after death the body was 
carefully washed, as we see in the adcount 
of the death of Tabitha. The next 
operation, they still retained from the 
Jews, of embalming or anointing the 
body with aromatic and antiseptic oils or 
ointments ; but as this was an expensive 
ceremony, it was confined to the rich, and 
no doubt Joseph of Arimathea and Ni- 
codemus were moved to confer this 
honour upon the body of our Lord, in 
order to fulfil the prophecy, which had 
declared, that though he was poor, and 



had iK>t wtere to lay his bead duriwg his 
life, yet was " he to make his grave with 
the rick m his death/' After this ceri^- 
raony the body was clptljed iu funereal 
garments^ which wlere generally of 
S^fine linen/' and we leami ftom jheGoij-: 
pel, that by the Jews it was in that state 
committed to the earth ; but the primitive 
Christians soon adopted from the lioman^ 
the custom of placing it first in a chest 
or .coffin; from this time, till it was par- 
ried out for interment, it was watched 
night and day by the relations and piou3 
friends^ who spent the timejn singing 
hymns of praise and in offering up prayer^ 
We may trace our present beautiful burial 
service in observing the course pursued 
by the very earliest Christians. The 
priests preceded the corpse to the place 
of interment, and the friends followed. 
When the times of persecution had ceased^ 
thijs procession was attended by psalmody^ 

p2 




the priests selecting such portions of the 
psalms and hymns from the Old and New 
Testament as were suited to the occasion. 

From the concurrent testimony of the 
early writers, the fact is incontestible, 
that they did also offer up prayers at this 
solemnity ; and they gave thanks to God, 
as is now the custom of the Church of 
England, " for delivering the deceased 
out of the miseries of this sinful world." 
A deacon read such portions of Scripture 
as contained promises of the resurrection, 
and appropriate psalms were read at the 
interment as well as during the proces- 
sion. Orations were likewise frequently 
made for such as had been eminent for 
piety and virtue. 

Louisa, — Pray, Mama, did the eaily 
Christians bury in churches or not? 

Mrs. V. — In the early ages no Chris- 
tian ever thought of burying the dead 
within temples, or places appointed for the 
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purposes of Christian worship. It is to 
the middle ages of Christianity that we 
must look for this innovation on the early- 
customs of the Church. Even in the 
patriarchal ages they did not presume to 
bury their dead in those places which the 
Almighty had hallowed by any manifes- 
tation of his presence ; from a variety of 
references in many parts of the Bible we 
may collect that the Jews did not even 
bury within their cities. The inhabitants 
of Nain were carrying the young man 
out of the city gates when our Lord met 
them ; and *' when the bodies of the saints 
that slept, aiDse after his resurrection, and 
came out of their graves, they went inta 
the holy city." The first Christian ceme- 
teries were large vaults or cavities iind^Sr 
ground, which they commonly dug in 
fields. Jerom gives us the fi3ilowing de- 
scription of these catacombs.: he.t^ys^ 
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^^ wheti he Was a boy, ancl li^dd at Rbttrtii 
where lie had been sent fot educatibnj h6 
and his school-fellows' used bti Sunday fef 
to visit the sepulchres of ttie ApcisWes 
and Martyrs, and that he freq'aenfly 
descended into the vaults, which S/^re 
dug deep in the earthy and contaifaed dn 
each side, along the walls, the bbdieis of 
those that had been buried. These VaJiiltrf 
were lighted only by small creviceii leift 
open at the top, and all around ^wa&sd 
dark that it was necessary to step wiVH 
great caution. The scetie," he say^y 
"reminded him forcibly of the pSaimiart;*;^ 
Expression, * Let them go down quick 
into hell/ " And in these melancholy 
cemeteries were the persecuted Churdh 
of Christ frequently obliged to nieet 
during the three first centuries of Christie 
anity, for the purposes of religious w61<- 
ship ; when the cruel vigilance of their 
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enemies rendered it unsafe for them to 
assemble in their oratories, or rooms set 
apart for this purpose in private houses. 

Mary. — Mama, what is the exact 
meaning of the word cemetery ? 

Mrs» V, — It is derived from a Greek 
word, and means a chamber for sleep, or . 
dormitory. In some parts of ancient 
Greece, houses for the reception of tra- 
vellers were thus called ; and in every 
language of the world death has always 
been expressed in figurative terms, which 
convey the idea of rest and sleep. Thus 
the first Christians gave the name of ceme- 
teries to those places where the bodies of 
the faithful were deposited to sleep till 
the morning of the general resurrection. 

The custom of burying in churches 
may be traced to the honours which, at a 
later period, began to be paid to Saiuts 
and Martyrs. Churches at length were 
built i^eaf the places where they had been 
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interred, and in the teuth century, theJrl 
ashes and bones were brought into the^ 
churches, and were deposited under the' 
altar as sacred relics, and these relics were • 
afterwards invested by tlie priests with 
an imaginary power of working miracles, ; 
heahng diseases, and delivering their 
votaries from calamity and danger. The 
people being soon persuaded that the effi- 
cacy of these relics extended not only to ■ 
the living, but to the dead, and that, upon ; 
the intercession of these Saints, not only ■ ■ 
spirtual and temporal blessings weren 
procured, but that the felicity of the ' 
separated soul was increased, and the i 
body prepared for a more glorious resur- ■ 
rection on its reunion with it ; we cannot 
wonder, therefore, to hear that the living 
should be most solicitous to bury those 
most dear to them as near as possible to 
those sacred relics, in whose succour they , 
■ were taught to confide. And we must, : - H 
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Ifear> however uhwillhigly, altcw that th^ 
avarice and cotruption of the Church of 
Rodie was but too ready to encourage a 
superstition which brought incalculable 
wealth to their coffers ; for the sum ex- 
pected for p^mission to repose near these 
precious relics was very lat^e, and ofteh 
oocaisioned the entire alienation of family 
estates. Towards the close of the eighth 
century, Cuthbert, Archbishop of Canter- 
bury, introduced into Englatid the practice 
of converting the ground near the church 
into a common cemetery, and obtain^ a 
bull from the Pop^ "for making ceme- 
teries near churches, even in cities." And 
all churches erected from that period had 
a piece of grouild adjoining, or near to 
them, set apart and consecrated to that 
purpose ; and though burying within the 
church itself has never been a general 
practice in England, and can never be 
done without the permission of the in-* 



*ie- BiiaiAI. OF THE Q£AD.. Con^ ^ 

cumbent for the time being, yet for th(f; ' 
last 800 years it has not been uncominoni 
for persons of rank and fortune to possess, ' 
family vaults and burying places within, ' 
the walls of the church, ,ij | 

Having now, my dear girls, given yoijj j 
all the introductory information whic^ 
occurs to me as necessary, or Ukely ten 
interest you, 1 will proceed to the coqtI 
sideration of the sublime and beautifui^ 
form which has been framed for ouij | 
Churcli on this awful and solemn occ^ 
sion. The venerable Cliurch, to whicb,j,] 
my children, it is our highest privilege Xti] 
belong, has wisely- and piously endear 
vonred to render the interment of thigi 
dead, a source of edification and instruct, 
tion to the living. When pride is huni-'' 
bled and the heart softened by affliction; 
when the coffin, slowly borne to the housej 
of God, pausing tliere awhile in its wayj 
to the grave, or placed in its narrow maiw' 
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sion, and receiving the last looks 6f sor^ 
rowing affection, proclaims with a voice 
which cannot be misunderstood, the 
speedy and inevitable end of all worldly 
enjoyments ; then is the mourner taught 
to look to his Redeemer, as to the " Resur- 
rection and the life, in whom whosoever 
believeth, though he were dead, yet shall 
he live;" he is taught, "if the Lord has 
taken away," he has taken only " what 
he gave;" he is taught, "that though 
man walketh in a vain shadow, yet his 
help is truly in the Lord ; " he is taught, 
"so to number his days, that he may 
sCpply his heart unto wisdom;" he is 
taught, that " a voice from heaven has 
proclaimed, blessed are the dead which 
die in the Lord; even so saith the Spirit, 
fof they rest from their labours ; " he is 
taught, " not to be sorry as men without 
hope for them that sleep in Christ ; " he is 
taught, that the souls of the faithful^ 
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after they are "delivered from the bur*l 
then of the flesh, are with Christ, in jo^ | 
andHTjlicity ; " he is taught, that, though ! 
" earth be committed to earth, dust to [ 
dust, and ashes to ashes, it is in sure atid j 
certain hope of the resurrection of th^ I 
just to eternal life, through our Lord Jesus I 
Christ, who shall change our vile hod^ I 
that it may be like unto his glorious body^ 1 
according to the working whereby he i^ j 
able to subdue all things unto himself.* I 
These, my beloved children, are some ti 
the precious lessons taught the Christiiil J 
in that awful moment which is sufficient | 
to overwhelm the infidel with despair^ I 
The Christian retires to his home, aftef < 
leaving in the grave, it may be, the dear- 
est object of his affections, dejected, but 
not desponding ; sorrowing, but not W^ith'* j 
out hope. But who shall dare to rais'e ) 
the veil which shrouds the infidel's sar4i 
rows in that awful and tremendous hbaVs I 
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I shrink from the task, but will hasten to 
consider more fully those consoling pasr 
sages of Scripture, and those comforting 
prayers, from which the good man is 
enabled to extract a blessing from afflic- 
tion itself. 

Since it is not only natural, but even 
praiseworthy, that we should feel a chas- 
tened sorrow when following to the grave 
those we love, the Church calls in the aid 
of religion to raise and cheer our dejected 
hearts. At the very entrance of the 
church-yard the holy man comes forth to 
meet us, and immediately salutes us with 
the Gospel of Peace. He begins with 
the very words spoken by the blessed 
Je&us,as he was approaching the grave of 
a beloved friend, with intent to comfort 
an afflicted moumen The grief of Martha 
for her brother's loss had nearly overcome 
hen faith ia Jesus, and it is not unusual 
foe exqesaive affliction to. have a aimilax 
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effect on US. But our Lord, in these su^ 
lime words, comforts not only the weeping 
sister to whom they were at first addressed, 
but the pious mourner in every age, by 
Yeminding us of his Omnipotence au(^ 
entire command over death and th0 
grave. This sentence is intended to exr 
cite our faith ; the second sentence is ^. 
noble exercise of it. It is that declaration 
of holy Job wherein be declares his entir* 
belief in the future resurrection of the 
body. The old translation of this vers^ 
which formed a part of our burial sei'vLcp 
till the last revision of the Prayer Book, 
when it was altered to its present formj 
was more agreeable to the ancient ver* 
sions and to the readings of the early 
Fathers. Chrysistom and Hieronymus 
thus translate the passage:— "I know 
that my Kedeemer liveth; and that I 
shall rise out of the earth in the last day, 
L and shall be covered again with my skin> m 
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and shall see God in my flesh ; yea, and 
I myself shall behold Him, not with 
other, but with these same eyes." 
< In this view of the subject, it is an exact 
jbirophecy of the resurrection of the actual 
body, and is an admirable consolation to all 
that mourn the loss of friends, to believe 
that the same person we now commit td 
the earth, there to moulder to dust, will, 
by the power of God, rise from the grav6 
and live again. We lose sight of him for 
a' season, but we know that '* Jesus, our 
Redeemer, liveth," and that if We love 
and serve Him, duritig our pilgrimage 
here below, we, and those friends who 
are gone before, shall one day be all re-^ 
united in His presence in Heaven. 

The third sentence calls upon us to ex- 
ercise the grace of patience. If we are 
tempted to murmur at our loss, we are 
reminded that God graciously gave, or 
lent those we have loved, for a season, 
and has now resumed the gift in order to 
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wean our alfectious from this sublunary H 
scene. We should, therefore, rather bless H 
Him who granted them to us so long, ra- H 
ther than murmur at his having removed H 
them from the trials and afflictions of th< H 
world. ^1 

The body being brought into Church, H 
and reverently placed in the principal H 
aisle, the minister proceeds to read the ^| 
appointed psalms. ^M 

Louisa. — Does it not appear rather ext ^M 
traordlnary to use psalms at funerals, as^^| 
psalms and hymns generally seem to be.H 
expressions of joy ? H 

Mrs. V.^ — It may appear so at first H 
sight, but, upon mature consideration, it ■ 
is very proper. Even the wiser heatliens 
buried their dead with expressions of joy, 
lamenting their own lot in being left be- 
hind, whilst their friend was gone to be 
immortalized above. And almost all the 
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the primitive church in making hymns 
and hallelujahs a part of their funeral ce- 
remonies. Our Church has also selected 
the psalms to be used on this occasion so 
judiciously, that not a shadow of objection 
can rest against their being recited. The 
first, or 39th, is supposed to have been 
composed by David when he was re* 
proached by Joab for ex pressing extra va-^ 
gant grief for the death of Absalom, and 
is, therefore, peculiarly calculated to mo- 
derate any violent transports of sorrow in 
the present mourners. The other, or 
90th, is a funeral dirge, probably written 
by Moses upon the death of that vast 
multitude of murmuring Israelites, who 
were destined " to leave their carcasses to 
be wasted in the wilderness." It is a 
noble Composition, and very proper to 
raise in us those sublime contemplations, 
and pious devotions, which ought to at- 
tend this awful solemnity. The minister 
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now reads that beautiful chapt) 
Corinthians, in which St. Paul gives us 
the most full and circumstantial account 
of the resurrection of the body which is 
to be found in the Bible. The resurrec- 
tion of the dead is " the foundation of 
our faith, the pillar of our hope, and the 
key-stone of the Christian fabric." There- 
fore, a discourse on the subject is pecu- 
liarly proper at this solemnity, being at 
once calculated to alleviate our sorrow 
for our lost friend, to strengthen our faithi 
and hope, and to encourage us, by perse- 
vering in every virtue, to prepare for our 
own departure out of this world, and for 
the resurrection to eternal life. 

The lesson ended, the melancholy pro- 
cession assemble round the grave, which* 
is called by the Jews " the long habita- 
tion," and by the early Christians " the 
bed of rest ;" and here, while the attends-, 
ants arc preparing to place the body in itsi 
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last abode, the minister offers to the me- 
ditation of those around a noble strain of 
devotion, acknowledging the shortness, 
misery, and uncertainty of life, our de- 
pendence on God, and a fervent prayer to 
Him to support us under the pains of 
temporal death here, and to preserve us 
from eternal death hereafter. Surely 
there is something more truly rational and 
devout in these holy prayers so calculated 
to affect and imprave the heart, than in 
the idle ceremonies of blessing the grave> 
sprinkling it with holy water, and per- 
fuming it with incense, as the Romish 
Church enjoins. Next after these sen- 
tences follows the solemn interment. The 
casting of earth upon a dead body was 
esteemed an act of piety by the heathens 
themselves, so much so, that any person 
who discovered one by accident, and neg- 
lected thus to conceal it, was considered 
to have committed a great crime. And 
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it was considered so essential a part of 
the Burial Service, that when our Church • 
was first reformed the priest himself was 
enjoined to cast the earth into the grave ; 
but the Rubric, in our present Liturgy, 
merely directs that it shaU be done by 
some person present, and this is now al- \ 
ways the clerk or sexton, while tlie mi- 
nister recites the solemn words, " Foras- 
much as it has pleased Almighty God of 
His great mercy, to take unto Himself 
the soul of our dear brother (or sister)here 
departed, we, therefore, commit his body 
to the ground, earth to earth, ashes to 
ashes, dust to dust, in sure and certain 
hope of the resurrection to eternal life 
through our Lord Jesus Christ, who shall 
change our vile body, that it may be like 
unto His glorious body," &c. 

Louisa.— Mama, I really feel quite 
unwilling to mention, that I wish for par- 
ticular information with regard to the 
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Words of this address, because it seems as 
if / were inclined to find fault with our 
most beautiful Liturgy, when I am sure 
no one can admire it more cordially than 
I do ; but the fact is, I often hear objec- 
tions of this nature started in conversa- 
tion and not always refuted to my satis- 
faction ; but as I do not think 1 ought 
yet to intrude myself upon the attention 
of company by my questions, I thought 
it better to wait till I could ask you, dear 
Mama, in private. 

Mks. V. — I hope, my dearest child, 
you will never hesitate to bring all your 
doubts and difficulties at all times, and 
upon all occasions, to your mother, whose 
greatest happiness it is to endeavour to 
enlighten your mind on every subject to 
the utmost of her own ability. What is the 
question my child now wishes to ask ? 

Louisa. — Why, Mama, I heard a gen- 
tleman the other day, in the drawing- 
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room, object to Mr. Beverley, first, that 
it was improper to use the words, that 
God had taken to himself the soul of the 
deceased at tlie burial of a wicked person ; 
and also, that in saying we commit him 
to the ground in sure and certain hope 
of the resurrection to eternal life, we im- 
ply a belief that all persons so buried, the 
wicked as well as the good, will rise to 
happiness and glorj'. Mr. Beverley was 
just b^inning to explain these passages, 
when I was most unwillingly obliged to 
obey a summons Ironi Miss Hammond. 

Mrs. V. — I perfectly remember the 
conversation, and will repeat, to the best 
of my recollection, the explanation which 
our worthy and excellent clergyman gave 
of these often-contested passages. And 
for the first, as we are told iu Scripture, 
that with regard to the deatli of all men 
m general, " that the dust shall return to 
^the earth as it was, and the spirit shall 
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return to God who gave it;" it follows, 
that God may be properly said to take 
unto himself the souls of all men, even 
the most notorious offenders. When good 
men die, He takes them to Himself, that 
is, to eternal life and happiness ; and, 
when the wicked depart, He still takes 
them to Himself, that is, to His own 
most righteous and just judgment. When 
the soul, by which the body lives, is once 
recalled by Him who placed it therein, 
death doth immediately follow that sepa- 
ration ; and though the parable of the 
Rich Man and Lazarus is, perhaps, in a 
' degree, figurative, yet I think we may 
venture to deduce froni it, that the souis 
both of the virtuous and the wicked are 
taken by the Almighty, and by Him as- 
signed to various abodes of comparative 
happiness and misery, there to await their 
final doom in the last judgment* And 
this seems to be all our Church 
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express in the words under consideration* 
The other objection is, that we commit 
indiscriminately all to the earth in sure 
and certain hope of resurrection. This 
phrase, of committing his body to the 
earth, imphes, that we deliver it into safe 
custody, and into such hands as will 
faithfully restore it again. We do not 
cast it away, as a lost and perishing car- 
cass, but carefully lay it in the ground, 
as having in it a seed of eternity, and in 
sure and certain hope of the resurrection 
to eternal life, not that we believe that 
every one we bury shall rise again to joy 
and felicity, or profess this sure and cer- 
tain hope of every one whom we inter* 
We admit that the words " eternal life" 
are to be understood in the better sense ; 
but still we maintain, that the preceding 
conclusion will by no means follow. In 
these words there is not the most remote 
allusion to the particular lot of any indn 
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vidual, for we pretend not to decide on 
the final state of any man. The words 
are not^ in sure and certain hope of his of 
her resurrection to eternal life, but of th^ 
resurrection to eternal life; and they 
simply express our belief in our blessed 
Lord's promise, that there will be a gene* 
ral and glorious resurrection. And that 
these words merely express the faith of 
the assembled congregation, and not any 
special reference to the case of the de* 
ceased person, may be gathered from the 
following part of the sentence, where we • 
do not say that Christ shall change his or 
her vile body, but our vile body that it 
may be like, &c. And that this is no 
forced or unnatural construction must be 
admitted, if we examine the correspond* 
ing passage in the burial office of the 
dead at sea, — " We commit his body to 
the deep, to be turned into corruption, 
looking for the resurrection of the body^ 
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when the sea shall give up her deadi 
through our Lord Jesus Christ," kc 
Now the words, in " sure and certain 
hope of the resurrection to eternal life ;" 
and " looking for ihe resurrection of the 
body, and of the life to come," mean nei- 
ther more nor less than a belief of " the 
resurrection of the body, and of the life 
everlasting," as expressed in the Apostles' 
creed. It was thus, my children, that 
our worthy pastor explained these pas- 
sages, and he had the comfort of finding 
he had convinced his youthful antagonist: 
We will nowreturn to tlie Burial Service. 
After the solemn service of interment, 
follows a consolatory sentence from the 
Revelation granted to St. John, which, 
though it might be at first intended for 
the first Christians, is well calculated to 
comfort all who mourn ; inasmuch as it 
is a voice from Heaven proclaiming, 
" Blessed are all those who die in the 



I 



Coiiv.6. BURIAL OF THE DEAD. 235 

Lord !" The purport of the sentence i$ 
an assurance, that all the virtuous and 
righteous, who have departed this life; 
ate in a state of happiness, and. rest from 
their labours and sorrows. The Ptotest- 
ant Church also placed this sentence he* 
fore the succeeding collects, in order to 
give a just reason why we do not pray 
for the dead, as they do in the Romish 
Church; because, if they die in the 
Lord, the dead are blessed already, so 
that we cannot, with reason, pray for 
what they already enjoy. Having im- 
proved this awfiil occasion, by way of in- 
struction and pious meditation, we now 
address our requests to Almighty God in 
bur own behalf, who alone are capable of 
receiving benefit from prayer, and use the 
Lesser Litany, as it is called, praying, 
1st, to the Father, that He may deliver 
us from the miseries of this life; 2dly, 
to the Son, that He may pardon us the 
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guilt of our sins ; and 3dly, to tl 
Ghost, that He may sanctify and 
us from our corruptions. And 
we need all good things, and kn 
what to ask, we add the Lord's '. 
in which we acknowledge, that 
we have lost a friend on earth, i 
we have a far greater, even a Fa 
Heaven, at whose dispensation we 
murmur, but hallow his name, ar 
that " His kingdom of glory may 
when we and all our friends sha 
again ; and that whether He ordaii 
death, " His will, not ours, be dom 
rest of the prayer depicts our de| 
condition in this life. We require 
bread" to sustain us ; mercy " to 
and grace to deliver us from evil 
temporal and eternal. Then folk 
collects; in the 1st, we profess our 1; 
the happy state of the spirits of go 
dfiuaiMid ; we then give thaoks 



.^' 



BURIAL OF THE DEAD. 



237 



delivery of our departed friend from the 
miseries of this sinful world; and, lastly, 
we pray for the speedy advent of Christ's 
kingdom, that we, and all who are de- 
parted in the truefaith, may have our eter- 
nal consummation and bliss in His holy 
kingdom. 

Oiir young friend, my dear Louisa, to 
whose objections you before alluded, also 
suggested to our venerable friend, whe- 
ther there was not an impropriety in 
thanking God for the death of a near re- 
lation or friend, as is done in this prayer ? 

Louisa — And what did Mr. Beverley 
say, Mama? 

Mrs. V. — That though it would be 
unnatural not to feel the loss of a dear 
relation or friend as a man, yet we should 
learn to hear it as a Christian ; ; 
when we consider from whatour^ 
friendisdelivered and what h 
jt would be most unkind to 1 
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thankful to GckI, not to rejoice in a c 
tain degree. These cavils, my children, 1 
prove too often, I fear, a want of that] 
faith and hope, which enabled the early I 
Cliristians, as I have before told you, tq-l 
cany out their dead with songs of tri* 
uinph. As the last prayer respects the! 
whole company, so the last collect seems | 
more particularly intended for the espe- 
cial consolation of the relations of the 
deceased. It is a plain prohibition to 
excessive grief, by laying before the 
mourner the best topics of consolation ; 
we express our hope, that the person 
whom we are now burying rests in the 
hope of the resurrection ; and though 
those who love to find fault have likef j 
wise objected to us this hope in the cas 
of all, we can only answer .that outl 
Church supposes her children will takel 
all her offices together, and the person! 
now buried is, by the Church, supposed] 
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to have repented his sins, and to have re- 
ceived the Holy Communion according 
to her directions. And as her forms are 
intended for all, it would be a dangerous 
power to leave the alteration of them in 
the hands of a finite being, who could 
never judge of the real state of the heart 
It is much wiser to leave the individual 
dead in the hands of Him, who has said, 
" Who art thou, who judgest another 
man's servant ?" " And judge not, that ye 
be not judged." The prayer then goes 
on to supplicate for the living, that we 
may be partakers of the first or spiritual 
resurrection, by " rising from the death 
of sin unto the life of righteousness ;" 
that when we depart this life, we may be 
with Christ ; and that, lastly, at our re- 
surrection on the last day, we may re- 
ceive the blessing which shall be pro- 
nounced on all who love and fearj 
The service then ends with thea 
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and apostolic blessing, wherein we pray, 
that the merits of Christ, the love of the 
Father, and the aid of the Holy Spirit, 
tnay protect us in our passage through 
this sublunary world, and bring us at 
length to the haven where we would be. 
Mary. — Thank you, dear Mama, I 
now feel, that nothing in the world could 
so soon comfort me under the loss of a 
near and dear friend as a full and parti- 
cular study of this beautiful Burial Ser- 
vice. 

Mrs. V. — You are right, my child, 
Christianity nowhere commands us to 
stifle our grief; and the Church of Eng- 
land, forming herself upon the same mo- 
del, only offers to the mourner the no- 
hlest kind of consolation. The tears 
which our blessed Lord shed over Laza- 
rus will ever be a source of comfort to 
those who are called on to weep over 
those they love. But religion teaches 
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them to dry their tears by the hope of 
meeting again. She sends them home 
from the grave sorrowing, it is true, but 
not as those without hope ; she teaches 
them to pray, that the Lord will pardon 
their past sins, and so enable them to 
serve Him for the future, that they may 
courageously meet death themselves, and 
patiently bear the loss of those who are 
gone before, that they may all one day 
be awakened by the voice of our blessed 
Redeemer, and be entitled to a happy 
reunion in bis kingdom in Heaven. God 
bleu ytou, my dear Girls, and good 
night; our conversation has been of a 
nature to render a little solitude both 
useful and agreeable to us all. 
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Louisa. — I should not have expected, 
Mama, to find any other office placed after ] 
the Burial of the Dead, and yet in almost | 
all Prayer Books we find the office few i 
Churching Women placed after it. 

Mrs. V. — It is probably so placed, my 
love, in order to intimate, that owing t<» ' 
the great pain and peril every mother 
must encounter, her recovery may be 
considered almost a revival or resurrec-J 
tion from the dead. Indeed, the birth o^ 
man is so truly wonderful, that it seema j 
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designed for a lasting memorial of God's 
great power and goodness; but lest the 
frequency of the occurrence should di- 
minish our wonder and gratitude, our 
Church has wisely and piously prepared 
a short form of public and solemn acknow- 
ledgment to be used by every woman on 
whom the miracle has been wrought, who 
still feels the consequence of the fall oi 
our first parents, and bears the punish- 
ment which Eve entailed upon the whole 
sex. 

Louisa. — I suppose this custom was 
derived from the Jews? 

Mrs. V. — It undoubtedly was in the 
first instance, and was taken fiom the rite 
of purification, so strictly insisted on by 
their law. Not that we observe it by 
virtue of that precept, which we hold to 
be merely ceremonial and typical, and 
not now in force; but we retain the hid- 
den or spiritual meaning, and, therefore, 
R 2 
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though our Church does not oblige the 
'mother to offer the material sacrifices of 
the law, yet she requires from her the 
spiritual sacrifice of praise. This is an 
offering which no Christian mother can 
refuse to pay when she beholds the 
Blessed Virgin, who was sanctified rather 
than defiled by the birth of the Holy 
Child, Jesus, yet humbly and meekly 
presenting herself with her infant in the 
temple, and offering up her grateftrl 
praise. 

When Holy Scripture describes exces- 
sive sorrow, it most expressively compares 
it to that <)f a woman in travail. 

And if this sorrow be so excessive, 
how great must be the joy when released 
from it ! In proportion then should be 
the debt of gratitude to the Benefactor, 
the donor of this blessed recovery ; and 
hence the necessity of a public thanks- 
giving for wotnen after child-birth. 
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The Rubric directs that, " at the usual 
time after her recovery, the woman shall 
come into the church decently apparel- 
led." In the Greek Church this time was 
limited to the fortieth day, but in the 
Western Church the time was never dis- 
tinctly specified ; the " usual time" is 
now generally about a month, the wo- 
man's strength seldom permitting her to 
leave home with prudence before that 
period ; and even if then she remains weak^ 
she is under no obligation to present her- 
self so soon, the Church not expecting 
her to return thanks for a blessing before 
it is received. 

Mary. — Are not some ladies churched 
in their own houses. 

Mrs. V. — There are, indeed, some per- 
sons, my dear, who so totally misunder- 
stand the nature of this sacred duty, as to 
prevail upon some clergymen to Church 
fherriy as they call it, at home. A practice 
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inconsistent with the very name of the 
office, which implies that she should 
in the church itself own the mercy vouch- 
safed to her of being restored to the 
happy privilege of worshipping God in 
his house and in the congregation of the 
Saints. The excellent Wheatley is most 
indignant at the practice, and thus ener- 
getically expresses himself; "With what 
propriety can she pretend to ' pay her 
vows in the presence of God's people, in 
the courts of the Lord's house,' when 
she is only assuming state in a bed cham- 
ber or parlour, and perhaps only accom- 
panied by her midwife or nurse. To 
give thanks, therefore, at home (for by no 
means call it Churching) is not only an 
act of disobedience to the Church, but a 
high affront to Almighty God, whose 
mercy they scorn to acknowledge in a 
church, and think it honour enough 
done him, if he is summoned by his 
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priest to wait on them at their houses, 
and to take what thanks they will vouch- 
safe him there. But methinks a mi- 
nister who has any regard for his chaj- 
racter, and considers the honour of the 
Lord he serves, should disdain such a 
servile compliance and submission, and 
abhor the betraying of his master's digr 
nity. There can be no danger in the case 
should the woman prove obstinate ; for 
he has a council to direct him ' not to 
perform this office at home, though she be 
really so weak as not to be able to come 
to church.' For if she is not able to come 
to church, let her stay till she is ; God 
does not require any thanks for a mercy 
before he has actually vouchsafed it : but 
}f she comes as soon as her strength 
permits, she discharges her obligations 
both to God and the Church." 

Louisa.— I think no woman who heard 
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or read that passage would ever wish to 
be churched at home again. 
- Mrs. V. — I am sorry to say, my dear 
Louisa, there are some of our sex ex- 
tremely obstinate and difficult to con- 
vince. I know a most excellent and 
conscientious clergyman who grievously 
offended one of his parishioners by per- 
sisting in a refusal to church her at home, 
on her continued entreaties that he would 
do so, after he had taken the greatest 
pains to make her understand the subject, 
had shown her the passage I have just 
read to you from Wheatley, with many 
others to the same effect, but all to no 
purpose, the lady did not choose to be 
Convinced. 

At the last review of the Prayer Book^ 
the Rubric respecting the dress of the 
woman was altered to the form in which 
it now stands ; but as late as the reign of 
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James I. it was ordered that she should 
come with a white covering or veil upon 
her head. And the order was so strict 
that a woman refusing to conform was 
excommunicated for contempt. She 
prayed for reHef, urging in her defence 
that the custom was not enjoined by any 
canon of the Church of England ; she, 
however, met with no redress, for the 
Judges consulted with the Archbishop, 
and several of the other Bishops, who 
pronounced, that as it was an ancient 
usage of the Church of England for the 
women to come veiled, this person was 
bound to obey. But as that custom is 
now become obsolete, the woman's apparel 
is:at present left to her own discretion. 
It is a common defect in the Liturgies of 
most Churches, that there are no prefaces 
to introduce the several offices, and to 
prepare the party concerned to offer up 
their devotions with understanding, but 
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it is the peculiar care of the Church of 
England to instruct us how to perform 
our duty, as well as to assist us in the 
performance. Thus the daily prayers 
begin with an exhortation, and most of 
the offices have an appropriate preface ; 
even this short one begins with an address 
to the woman, wherein the priest first 
excites her to a thankful acknowledg- 
ment for the mercy she has received ; and 
then supplies her with words in which to 
offer up her gratitude. The prayers of 
the woman should not only be hearty, but 
public; she ought, therefore, to repeat 
the psalm of thanksgiving after the 
minister with an audible voice, for it is 
applicable to her alone, and the minister 
reads it, not on his own account, but to 
instruct and lead her, and, as it were, to 
put the words into her mouth which she 
ought to say. The psalms for this service 
are extremely well chosen; the Ist^or 
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1 1 6th, was composed by David on his 
recovery from some grievous sickness, 
and is most applicable to any one who 
has been restored to health from a state 
of danger. The other, the 127th, more 
immediately regards the birth of the 
child, and is very proper to be used when 
it is living, to excite the parents to greater 
thankfulness. After the psalms have 
been recited, the rest of the office is ex- 
actly modelled according to the rule of 
the great Apostle, St. Paul, which he gave 
to his beloved disciple, Timothy ; it con- 
sists, first, " of Supplications," in the lesser 
litany ; secondly, " Prayer," in the prayer 
of our Lord ; thirdly, " Intercession,'^ in 
the suffrages or versicles; and, lastly, 
"Giving of Thanks," in the concluding 
collect. The priest calls upon the whole 
congregation to join with the woman and 
himself in prayer, by the ancient form of 
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invitation, " Let us pray." That this 
a.ddress may be humble, it begins with the 
short litany, "Lord have mercy, &c. ;" 
that it may be effectual, it is continued 
with the Lord's Prayer. And that all 
may bear a part, two or three short sen- 
tences, in the form of responses, are 
added, for the woman's safety and defence. 
And the whole office closes with a short 
and pious collect, consisting of a devout 
mixture of prayer and praise. This col- 
lect, in a great degree, resembles the form 
used by the old Western Churchy but far 
excels it in style and method ; the offices 
of spme other Churches have longer and 
more extended devotions for this occa- 
sion than our own ; but this superabund- 
ance consists more in multitude of >vords 
than perfection of sense. And I think, 
ttiy children, it must be conceded to us, 
that if the short but comprehensive form 



-> 



Conv.7. CHURCHING OF WOMEN. 255 

we have been considering be offered up 
with faith and devotion, it contains all 
that is necessary upon such occasions. 

Louisa. — Indeed, Mama, I quite agree 
with you, and thank you for the explana- 
tion you have given us of this office ; but 
as this conversation has been necessarily 
very short, do not think us great en** 
croachers if we ask you to give us some 
account of one other service, which fol- 
lows the one you have just explained, and 
which I own puzzles me extremely, from 
the various opinions I have heard people 
express about it. I remember once on 
Ash- Wednesday, a lady, a friend of our 
governess. Miss Hammond, came in just 
as we were going to prayers, and asked 
if we were going to church to curse our 
neighbours. What could she mean ? 

Musi V. — It is extremely to be regret- 
ted, my dear children, that there are many 
otherwise well-disposod persons^ wb<» 
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allow themselves, from a thoughtless 
want of consideration, to speak of serious 
things with a degree of levity which, I 
believe, they would not do if the probable 
consequences of such conduct occurred 
to them. Under such offences, I would 
rank all ludicrous application of Scripture 
quotations, with ridiculous stories of mis- 
takes which have been made by the 
ignorant; for though they, perhaps, may 
not make any seriously bad impression 
upon mature persons, yet are they, at 
least, too apt to recur to the mind, with 
unpleasant association, at moments when 
one would most anxiously encourage 
very different feelings. These are the 
very least bad effects to be expected from 
^uch remarks, but to young persons they 
may be still more pernicious, by encou- 
raging a want of reverence for sacred 
things, which can never be sufficiently 
deprecated ; or by misleading them, as in 
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the case you have just alluded to, as to 
the real nature and importance of the 
subjects in question, I am willing to 
allow that the lady you mention spoke in 
such terms of the Commination Service, 
either in mere sportiveness, or that she 
did not really understand the nature of 
that very ancient and now much neg- 
lected office. But as I should be ex- 
tremely sorry that you, my dear girls, 
should receive a false impression on the 
subject, either from ignorance or preju- 
<lice, I will immediately give you the best 
account in my power of its institution 
and intentions, and endeavour to rescue 
this venerable service from the dreadful 
charge you have heard brought against it. 
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The preface which our Church has pre- ! 
fixed to this office explains sufficiently the i 
nature of it. It informs us that, "in the | 
primitive Church there was a godly dlsci- 
phne, that at the beginning of Lent such 
persons as stood convicted of notorious 
crimes were put to open penance, and ' 
punished in this world, that their souls 
might be saved in the day of the Lord." 
The manner in which this discipline was 
inflicted is thus described to us by Gra- ■ 
tian: ontlie first day of Lent, common]^ J_ 
called Ash Wednesday, from a part of j 
this very penance, the penitents were f 
required to present themselves before the \ 
Bishop clothed in sack-cloth, with bare 
feet, and their eyes fixed on the ground; 
and this was to be done in the presence o 
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the principal clergy of the diocese, who 
were to judge of the sincerity of their 
r^^^ntance. These clergynien introduced 
thjem into the church, where the Bishop 
received them, wept over them, and then> 
with the rest of the clergy, repeated the 
seven penitential psalms. After the 
psalms and prayers, they threw ashes upon 
them, and covered their heads with sack- 
cloth ; they then, with mournful sighs, 
declared to them that as Adam had been 
driven out of Paradise for sin, so must 
they be cast out of the Church. Then 
the Bishop commanded the officers in 
attiendance to turn them out of the 
cfeurchrdoors, the clergy following, and 
repeating the curse pronounced upon 
Adam ; " In the sweat of thy brow, thou 
shalt eat bread." The same penance was 
again inflicted on them the next Sunday, 
after which the* Sacrament was adminis- 
tered to them. 

s 
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Mart. — Oh', dear Mama, tbis disci-^ 
pline must have been verj' terrible ! 

Mrs. V. — It was, indeed, my love,' 
very severe, but most excellent conse- 
quences were derived from it, as a fear of 
such extreme personal humiliation would 
doubtless deter many, who were hovering 
on the brink of temptation, from plunging 
in headlong. Indeed, so useful did 
appear to our forefathers, that it was 
adopted into the very earliest English 
Church, as well as into those of foreign 
countries. But in process of time, as the 
various superstitions of the Church of 
Rome corrupted many of the wise in- 
stitutions of our ancestors, this ancient 
discipline degenerated into a formal and 
customary confession upon Ash- Wednes- 
day, used by all persons indiscriminately, 
whether notorious sinners or not, and 
from whom the only token of repentance 
required was, that they should submit to 
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have their heads sprinkled with ashes and 
other ceremonial penances. Even these 
customs were afterwards still more de- 
based by the sale of pardons, indul- 
gences, and the commutations of pe- 
nance for money. 

Mary. — Mama, what is the meaning 
of Commutation and Indulgences ? 

Mrs. V. — Commutation means, in fact, 
the change of one punishment for an- 
other, generally a greater for a less ; and, 
in the sense in which I have just used it, 
it means, that if, upon confession of sin, 
the priest enjoined some penance, the pe- 
nitent might obtain a remission of this 
penance or punishment upon paying a 
specified sum of money. Indulgences 
were another species of remission of pu- 
nishment, and was more particularly ap- 
plicable to the dead, as. they were s,up- 
Dosed efficacious in getting the ^ouliOi 
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of Purgatory, or that intermediate state 
into which the Papist beheves the spirits 
of all men immediately pass, when sepa- 
rated from the body, there to be purified 
by punishment from the guilt which, even 
the best must contract in this world, till 
they become fit for the Kingdom of 
Heaven. It is one doctrine of the Ro- 
mish Church, that all the superabundant 
good works of the sa,ints, with the infinite 
merits of our blessed Lord, are deposited 
in one inexhaustible treasury ; the keys 
of which were given to St. Pet^r, anyd by 
him transmitted to his successors the 
Popes, with authority to open it at plea^ 
sure, and, by transferring a portion of this 
merit to any person, for a sum of money, 
convey to him either the pardon of his 
own sins, or the release of any one in 
whom he was interested from Purgatory. 
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and were intended as rewards to those 
who went as crusaders to the Holy Land. 
But they were found so beneficial to 
the Papal treasury, that at length this 
sale of indulgences was carried to the 
most extravagant and even impiouis 
lengths. > 

Louisa. — One can scarcely conceive it 
possible that rational beings could ever 
lend their belief to so monstrous a doc- 
trine. 

Mrs. V. — It is indeed wonderful ! But 
let us, my children, fervently adore the 
dispensations of the all- wise and all- 
powerful God, who can, in a moment, 
bring good out of evil. It was to thq 
great abuise of indulgences that we may, 
in a great measure, trace the rapid pro-? 
gress of the blessed Reformation ; for the 
disgust the people had conceived against 
these preachers of indulgences opened a 
ready way for the reformed doctrine of 
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Martin Luther. But to return to the 
Commination Service. The corrupt prac- 
tices which we have been considering, of 
selling pardons, indulgences, &c. had so 
loosened the bonds of disciphne, that the 
Reformers of the Church of England 
found it an Impossible task to restore the 
severe, though wholesome, severity of an- 
cient times. They, therefore, endeavoured 
to supply it as well as they could, and 
composed a form, to be used during Lent, 
that season of humiliation and penance, 
which they called — -" A Commination, 
or denouncingof God's Anger and Judg- 
ment against Sinners." In order that 
the people, being warned of God's dis- 
pleasure against sin, might not be encou- 
raged, through a want of discipline in the 
Church, to pursue them, but might be 
induced, by a recital of His dreadful 
judgments against hardened sinners, so 
to judge and condemn themselveSj as to 
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avoid the just judgment of God in the 
last and awful day. The service, there- 
fore, begins, with a grave and solemn 
preface, in order to bring the minds of 
the congregation into a serious frame, by 
inforining them what was the ancient 
discipline of the Church, and how they 
inay best supply the want of it in the 
present day. It then enjoins that God's 
curse should be read against impenitent 
sinners, gathered out of the 27th chapter 
of Deuteronomy, and that the people 
should answer " Amen." Now as this, 
my children, is the part of the service 
which you have heard censured, I will 
consider it rather at large. 

The origin of repeating these curses, as 
we now use them, was of positive and di- 
vine institution. The first time it was 
commanded to Moses, and was after- 
wards religiously observed by Joshua ; 
gind is reckoned by Josephus amongst 
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tliose things which the Jews were en- 
joined frequently and rehgiously to per- 
form. I have before remarked to you, 
that though, as Christians, we are re- 
lieved from the burtlicn of the ceremo- 
nial part of the Law, yet it is no disgrace 
to us to copy those of their customs 
wliich liad a pious and spiritual meani;ig, 
amongst which, we may consider thi^ 
excellent practice, so fitted to exalt our 
ideas of the pmity and goodness " of 
God, who is of purer eyes than to behold 
iniquity," It cannot, therefore, be unfit 
for the Gospel times ; for though Christ, 
indeed, " hath taken away the curse of 
the Law, by being made a curse for U3," 
it is only with respect to those who truly 
repent; against the hardened and impe- 
nitent sinner the curse still stands in full 
force. It is, therefore, highly reasonable, 
that all should declare their belief in these 
denunciations of God's wrath against siw j 
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the good msjij that he may entertain a 
still higher sense of the goodness of his 
Saviour, in thus saving him from th^se 
penalties, which all had incurred ; the 
bad man, to awaken him from a state of 
ease and security before it be too late. 
The repeating Amen ! after each of these 
curses can never be considered, except 
by the wilfully ignorant or prejudiced, 
either as cursing themselves or others; 
" Amen ! " not being properly an adverb 
of wishing, but affirming, being derived 
from a word signifying truth; for whicb 
reason it is so often translated '* verily " 
in the Gospel. And in the Revelations, 
our Lord himself is called the " Amen," 
or " the faithful and true witness." Nor 
did the Jewish people curse themselves 
in the cases to which I have before aU 
luded, but merely set to their seal, that 
God is true, and his curses or threatening 
against sin to be greatly feared, ^s for 
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the sins here enumerated, they are of the 
greatest and worst kind, such as are 
threatened with condemnation, and ex- 
clusion from Heaven, in every page of 
the Prophets, the Law, and the Gospel. 
Such as idolatry, disohedience to parents, 
adultery, cruelty to the poor and miser- 
able, with many others so dreadful, that 
those persons who wilfully commit them 
are in a state of condemnation, whether 
they answer " Amen" or not, and had 
better be warned to take heed, and repent 
sincerely and heartily iu time, to which 
duty the whole of this service is admira- 
bly calculated to rouse them. Having 
declared to what kind of sins the curse of 
God is due, the Church has too much 
reason to conclude, that even the best of 
her children may have been guilty of 
some of them, and, therefore, calls upon 
all to repent, for fear they may incur the 
just judgments of God, in a most pious 
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and pathetic discourse, taken almost en- 
tirely from Scripture, and so excellently 
adapted to the occasion, that the defect 
must be in the hearer alone, if it do not 
produce the happiest effects. The Church 
may now justly suppose, that we are all 
resolved to repent, and has, therefore, 
prepared such penitential devotions as are 
suitable to such resolutions. And first, 
we are presented with the most beautiful 
of all the penitential Psalms, the 5 1 st. It 
is that in which David expressed his re- 
pentance after his grievous sins, and is 
most expressive of the overflowing of a 
broken and a contrite heart. It has ever 
been esteemed sacred by the Church in 
all ages. Next follows the Lesser Litany, 
with the Lord's Prayer and versicles, 
which I have before explained, and which 
are to be found in all our offices. We 
have then three collects ; the two first, 
repeated by the priest alone — in the other 
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be is accompanied by the people. Tliey 1 
arc all oftliem earnest supplications for 
pardon ; and if oftered up by a congrega- i 
tion of true penitents, with united and 
fer\"ent devotion, we have every reason 
to beheve and hope they would bring 
dawn upon them the blessings of pardon 
and peace. After the congregation ha\'e ! 
expressed so much penitence and devo- j 
dou, have so humbly confessed their sins, I 
and 90 earnestly supplicated for pardon, 
the minister is authorized to pronounce a 
blessing in God's name, which is taken 
from that divine form which he himself 
composed. So that all who arc prepared 
to receive it must humbly kneel, and 
firmly believe that the merciful God who 
prescribed it will graciously con6rm it 
to their infinite advantage and endless 
comfort. Thus, my children, have I en- 
deavoured to show you that this venera- 
ble service is far above the attempts of 
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ill who try to vilify it ; for as God has 
tiimself commanded it, it must be good 
and excellent, and it is almost blasphemy 
to consider it either unnecessary or ridi- 
culous. 

Louisa. — Many thanks, dear Mama, 
for your explanation. I shall always, in 
future, esteem this office as highly as all 
the others of our Church, 

MAfiY. — Oh ! dear Mama, I am sorry 
to say we have now got through all the 
principal rites and ceremonies of our 
Church, and though I am much obliged 
to you for what you have already told us, 
I feel very sorry that we have come to an 
end. 

Mrs. V. — For your comfort, my dear 
Mary, I can tell you, that the sketch I 
have given you is a very slight and im- 
perfect one, and that a wide field remains, 
from which you may gather much aad 
most important information upon the 
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subjects of which we have treated ; an< 
above all, upon the most interesting parts, 
which yet remain untouched, of our daily 
Liturgy, to which I shall be most happy 
to direct the attention of my children, 
convinced, that upon a mature examina- 
tion of the entire Liturgy of the Church 
of England, they will be confirmed in the 
opinion, that it presents us witli the purest 
model of devotion which the wisdom of 
man has ever devised. Her doctrines are 
founded on the express and infalhble 
Word of God ; her forms approach, as 
near as possible, to the simplicity of the 
primitive church ; and the different parts 
ofpublic worshipare mosthappily blended 
together. Tlie object I have bad in view 
in the short account I have already given 
you, my children, of the Sacraments, and 
other rites and ceremonies of our Church, 
has been to induce you to search into the 
inexhaustible treasure for yourselves, in 
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the firm conviction that such a search 
would serve to increase your love and ve- 
neration for that form of sound doctrine, 
which the wisdom of the Reformers of 
our National Church has bequeathed 
as an invaluable legacy to us their pos- 
terity. 



THE END. 
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